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pecimen of ſome Scandaleus Books and Libels, collected out of that in- 


finite Number of them, written lately againſt the Church of England by the 
Presbyterians, annex d here to ſhew the Falſbood of this Author, in ſo confi- 


dent! 
br 


affirming, pag. 1. That the Diſſenters have been hitherto Silent, and are 
t now with Relufancy to Plague the Eſtabliſh'd Church and Government, 


with their ſeditious Demands, and ſcurrilous Controverſies. 


HE True Nature of the Goſpel 
Church and Its Government, 
Clarkſon of Liturgles, 
cms Of 7 N 
Rational Defence of Non- Conformity 
in Rule 's Anſwer to Bp. Stilling fleet. 
The Nature of Church Government free- 
ly Diſcuſs d, and ſet out in 3 Let- 
ters. 
Brief Enquiry into the Nature of Schiſm. 
Vindication of it. | 
Defence of it. 
Baxter's Life. c 
Reprimand to Bigotiſm. 
The Apology for the Englifh Presby- 
terians. 
A Letter of Advice to the Churches of 
the Non-conformiſts in England. 

A Letter to Mr. Burſcough. 
Animadverſions on Calamy's Diſcourſe 
of a Scrupulous Conſcience. : 
Anſwer to Dr. Scot's Caſes concerning 

Forms of Prayer. 


Examination of Dr. Haſcard's Caſe a- 
bout Edification. 

Taylor's Conſideration of Dr. Sherlock's 
Caſes. 

The State of the Caſe of Mixt Commu-- 

nion in a Friendly Diſcourſe betwixt 
a Miniſter and a Non-ConformingPa-- 
riſhtoner. 

Diſcourſe concerning Schiſm, deſign'd 
for the Satisfaction of Conſcientious- 
and Peaceable Diſſenters. 

Moderation a Virtue. 

Moderation ftill a Virtue, with Re-- 
marks on Mr. Sacheverel. 

A Short Way with the Diſſenters. 

More Short Ways. 

The Teſt of the Ch. of England's Loyalty. 

The Teſt of the Ch. of England's Honeſty. . 

Antidote againſt Rebellion. 

Calamy's Moderate Non- conformity. 

All Tutchin's Obſervators, and De Foe's 
Impudent Trumpery ; the. 2 Foul. 
Mouths of the Party. ; 


All which Scandalous and Rebellious Libels, with a Thouſand more of their Godly 
Works of the ſame ſtamp, wou d diſgrace even the Hands of the Common Hang-man, . 
to commit to thoſe Flames, which they ſo highly Deſerve. | 


POSTSCRIPT. 


1 being juſt Publiſh'd, ſince the Printing of this Diſcourſe, A Second 
Part of our Author's Rights of Proteſtant. Diſſenters, being a Vindication of 
their Right to an Abſolute Toleration, from the Object ions of Sir H. Mackworth in his 

Treatiſe intitPd, PEACE at HOME, we thought fit to acquaint the Read er, that 

he may expect a full Anſwer to every Argument therein contain'd, that is not 
ſufficiently Anſwer'd in this Diſcourſe already; this Author's Second Perfor- 
mance being, in the main, nothing but Nauſeous Tautology of what is even fre- 
ently Repeated in the Firſt Part, and which we preſume, is effectually Con- 
uted. But becauſe this Writer, for want of timely Chaſtiſement, has not only 
Renew'd, but Improv'd his Inſolence to the Church of England in general, and 
that Excellent Member and Defender of it, Sir H. Mackworth in particular, we 
on | od our ſelves the Trouble, and this Author the Juſtice of a little fanbee 

rett ion. 
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Rights of the Proteſtant ; Diſenters, i in a 
Review of their ale. I 
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PETER Ayſverd SIMON MAGUS, 


Heart is not right in the ſight of God, 
Repent therefore of this thy "Wickedneſs, aud pray God, 
if perhaps the T H 0 UGHT of thine Heart may be for- 


given thee. 


the Bond of oa Acts 8. 21, 22, 23. 
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Thou haſt neither Part nor Lot in this Matter, for thine 


For I perceive that thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in| 
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Printed ths Year, MDCCV. 
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HOUSE of COMMONS 


May it-Pleaſe this Honourable Houſe, £ 

IE hearty Zeal, and ſteady Reſolution You 
hape ſhewn, in Defending the RIGHTS N 
my TAR) HER M ATESTY)» and the Church, n 
Supporting the Undoubted Prerogative of the One, and 
the Excellent Conſtitution, of the Other, induces Us 
to Hope, | That an Addreſe, wherein the Vindication 
of Both, i in ſome menſure, endeavour d, may nei- 
ther le thought Uriſeaſonable, ner prove Unaccept- 
able to jour Auguſt Aſſembly; at a Time, when 
the Eyeui of the whole Kyngdom are fix d upon Their 
Repreſentatives, in Expettation f ſeeing that Glo- 
rious "Work, f. Tranſmitting the CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND Secure, to Poſfericy, Accompliſb d; 
which in pur ſuit of HER M A J.E8;TY'S Gracious De- 
fire, Jou have ſo Generouſly and Cheerfully Under- 


talen. 
No: 


DEDICATION. * 


Notheng, but the moſt Diſcerning V igilanee, and 


Preſaging Wifdom, could incite H ER BY , 
and You to find out, ſuch, Means to Preſerve the 


Eſtabliſhment, ſo viſubly in Danger z and, for which 
the Nation will be for ener bound i0 pay their moſt un- 


feigi d Acknowledgments. 


It is therefore an Honeſt: Ambition, as. well as a. 
Part of Our Duty, for Us to Appear in That Canſe, 
which this Great Branch of the Legiſlative Power 
as ſo Nobly Maintain d; and which One of Pur. 


Own Members. has ſo Learnedly and Clearly Vindi- 


cated to the World, as One wad bave thought, ſhould. 


have Silenced the Pitiful Objections of that Inſolent 


Author, whom We hape here. Examined, and the 
Unreaſonable Demands of: That Party, of which 


He ts the Profeſs d Ady Ocate. 


In whoſe Name, He bas. preſumed to Invalidate. the | 
Greateſt, and moſt Sacred Function of the Crown, 
HER MAJESTY'S Supremacy. in Church and 
State ; to Repreſent HEN Vanerable Title of Defen- 
der of the Faith, as an Unjuſt Extent of Power, 
and an Uſurpation in the Civil Magiſtrate; to 
traduce the Authority of Parliament, as Inſufficient to. 


make, or. enforce any Law, not contain d in Scri- 


pture, and in ſbort to ſtrike at the Whole. Conſti- 


tution; and Palm ſuch Free-Thinking, which will 


end in Anarchy and Rebellion, pon IIc, for Goſpel 


and Chriſtian Liberty. 


Ta. 
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ſtant Communion with Our Church, in ca 


DEDICATION: 
J Men of . theſe. Schiſmatical Phil 
owing, that Our Beft, and ml Fatthfu 


Patriots, 


are ſtrangely Celebrated in Black Liſts; Scurrefous 
Legions Publiſh d to Terrify Our Legiſlators 3 that.. 
the Giddy ate Unthinling Multitude are Appeald 
to, in. Oppoſit ion to their  Lawful Repreſentatives ; | 


that the Conſtatution may be broke thorongh, that Some 


of them may Domineer with. Scandalous. Licentuuſneſs, 


and Uncontroul d Impunity. Theſe are the Men, who 


Plead Rights of. Toleration, even above thoſe of 


their Sovereign; who can call an 8 to con- 
e 


mittance to Offices of State, Perſecution, and an In- 


fringement of their Liberty, which this Honour- - 
able Houſe, for the Preſervation of the Church of. 
England, has thought fit to Oblige even the. Succel- - 


fors of the Crown. to Obſerve. 


And- tho Matters ſeem to be dri ven to ſuob a Fatal 
Criſis, that ſome Meaſures are abſolutely Necef-. 
ſary, to Reſtrain this Potent Faction, who Dare, in 
ſuch Pamphlets as this Author's, to Inſult HER 
Ma1EesTyY, Arraign Your Authority, and Me- 


les it ir 


— 


nace the Government; we ſhall not, like them, 


ſamcily Preſume to preſcribe Our Law-givers, hom to 
redreſs Publick , Grievances : .. Eſpecrally when we 


have a. Houſe of Commons, to Execute with ſo much 
Integrity, what is Recommended from the. Throne 


with ſo much Piety, 
That. 


of their Ad- - 


DEDICATION. 
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80 E. gef ie, Aithor*; 0 cen ig 
A 1 il a Tediolis, NEE tho ane PBs! 
© fe ranges 'Paradoxes, 29 efferiig. at- ny Proc "of 
1 Tv hem, we have 2 cblig'd,. nat by toe Confute'Vs 
Nom acdicies: to bat lay, down ſeveral Propoſitiogy," r Fe- 
Proofs, in Oppo/i jon to them; Fee Vas edle 7 5d 'P df 
75 out into a much greater Leg h 1. wif rule leii; e er 
ly conſidering that, the Maiti Gi 5, 27 ebe 18 3 
Church, and the Diſſenters, have been o Fall tate; that there 
feemd to be as Vitile Room for 4 New Anſwer, as a Freſh Ob- 
jection. But it miſt, be confeſs d, that the Diſſenters Improye 
in their Ckhims, however they Fall mort in rr Arguments. 
1t is an Amazing, Thing to the Church, to hear then not only 
Chall lenging ar Abſolute and Unlimited Toleration from the 
Government, as their Right and Property; but ſetting "thein- 
Selves ca, ay Equal Eſtabliſhment” with her; Nay, preſuming 
Sk tots al u Maxim, and an Eſſential Part of the 


ſtigurion. \ All whic), Prodigious Aſſercions, ut any more Pref. g. a: 


A, eee N, Furs. we have endegvonr'd to Sit to"tYhe_bottorn, 
"and E. xPoſe, rh n hbz Fallhood, and pernicious Conſeqden- 
ces: Tho' on the oeẽ,r Hand, there is not the leaſt r Argument 
brouzht in their Vizaication, but that the Diſſentets THINK 
ſo, and can't forbear Thinking, and are fully Perſuaded, and 
Hope, and are of ee and nav always Held. and call 


God to Witneſs, that they cannot but hold ſuch Wicked ard 
Treaſonable 7enets as ſhzw them to be as Bad Subjects as Chri- 
ſtians ; aud which Nothing, but the great Founder 4nd Father of 


all Lis, could Diifate to the moſc Querelous, Moody. 4144 UN- 
THINKIN G 


— 
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PREFACE 

.THINEING Set of Men in the World : Men of ſuch Fixed 
Prejudice, Obdvrate Hatred t the- Church and Stedfaſt Bigotry 
' to their own Opinions, that they will never Own themſelves An- 
ſwer d, tho" never ſo undeniably Conſuted; becauſe they feldom 
Read any thing, but what is Written by their own: Illiterate Fa- 
ction, and may ſerve to Conſirm and Harden them in their Er- 
,rors: If any Expreſſions in this Diſcourſe may ſeem a little too 
i-Harſh, or Poignant «pon theſe Men, who'diways Load the Church 


Calumnies, we defire theReader to conſider, what Provoking, 

Exaſperating, Incorrigible Ad verſaties we have o Deal with, 
and whether ſuch Reſolute Sinners ſhould be Treated with. Mo- 

deration, who have the Impudence to call the Grand Rebellion 
in At, an Old Story, who Arrogate to themſelves the ſole Me- 
| ". 16. Trit of the Revolution, and yet Charge the Church of England's 
| Compliance with it, as Treaſon, and repreſen: Her Do@rines 
4 of Os as Pernicious to Kings as theirs of Depoling. 
1 Douttleſs theſe Occaſional Conformiſts, theſe Mercenary State- 
j -Hypocrites, ought as much to be Diſtinguiſh'd from the Con- 
ſciencious Diſſenter, as a Miſtaken and Undeſigning Offender, 
from a Deliberate and Preſumptious Criminal. However 
thoſe Men may Recommend, or Intitle themſelves to the Com- 
paſſion and Tolleration of the Government, yet certainly u due 
| . Zeal for the Honour of God, a Hearty Concern for our Con- 
| ſtitution, as well as Chriſtian Charity for the Salvation of their 
1 Souls, ſbould induce our Legiſlators to [mitate our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who, tho the greateſt Example of Meekneſs, thought it 
ut Juſtice to ſcourge theſe Mongy-Ghangers ont of the Temple. 


»\ 7 


-of England with the moſt Virulent Invectives, and Undeſery'd 
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2 "Upon, the AUTHOR: | ate 05 


48 


| Dedication to the 2 EE N. 


— 1er Mer ety, r dt le eat Mer apd Cor: | 
<I deſcenliog, has been eas'd gras 195 Fach 
Pt , ANCE of a Toleration to the Diſſenters, in their: Religion; 
it could {egjee be expected, that they. ſhou d preſume 
10 trouble Her, With a arefaced Fuſtification of their Principles," un- 
der. the Prerence of Doing Fuffice to Her Majeſiy; or have the Con; 
fidence to claim chat Taloation,. 28 A Mia Right, Which.is a mere 
'X& of Favour and Indulgenae. N c{s., cou'd it have bin 
thought, that they wou d complain 9 ee, and Oppreſſions, whillt 
they en enjoy d allithe Eaſe and Protection, which. the Royal Defen- 
der” of our Faith, and Church,:cou'd grant, conſiſtent with, that 
glorious Character, and the great Zeal and Concern, She has ſo 
often profeſs d for the Security of Both. A ſufficient Proof, that 
Nothing, but an entire Giving, up the Rights; Powers, and Rev 


nues of the Church, into their Hands, can ever ſatisfy their bg 


lefs Avarice, Fn A 'To obtain, which they have usd: W 
Artifice' and 8 Re reſenting theinſelves, under ſeyet 
Shapes and Fi rn 48 44 Gees on off fer g. to ſerve. ye Turn; Some 
times Threatning the Government, with, the Formidable Extent 
and Power of their Boch ; at other times, ſhrinking chemſelves into 
on DARTO Compals of an inconſiderable Part, alternately to work 
upor our. Fear and Compaſſi e They, have hete he dnels co” 
15 That .they bave kin wrong” 4 M Jr presente th '0 Hiſaffectiun 
to r Me {ty s Government, .of of Ing; 'atitude 5 Loch r whether 
| 7 br, whether in 
both, they have not News an Trent amiry to all Monar- ' 
cheat Government, and particular! to 5 Ma jeſty . Tifle to te 
Throne, we may ſafely call in the Jnited Teſtimom of Hior 77 


and Experienbe to determine. After which, oth bim the m 
amazing Inſolence, could makè ſuch Men! impudentiß appeal to nber. 


q "G2, Ehjats * 


x 
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Loyalty, and dare challenge the Church of England, to diſprove it, 


which has bin ſo often done, to their Indelible Shame, and. utmoſt . 


Eonfufion. : 
P. IV. And certainly there was ſufficient Reaſon to lay the Diſſes . 


ters out in their Proper Colours, upon the Acceſſion, of Her Majeſty to 


a Reſtleſs and Inveterate Faction, who have all along labour'd, tocon- 


\ 


the Throne, to give Her an early Caution to guard Her Self againſt 


trive, and accompliſh the Ruine of Her Royal Anceſtors, and are 


by :Principle, Implacable Foes to Her Line and Government. We 
need not Conſider from what Spring this their inexorable Hatred 
ariſes, to the Beſt Conſtituted Government in the World, whether from 


their Stupidity, Pr. cen their Wilful Ignorance, or their Natural 


Inclination to Miſchief and Villany ; whether from their Envy to the 


Church, or their. Treachery and Ingratitude for their not being only 


Protected, but Truſted ; Whether it proceeds from any, or rather 


all of theſe Cauſes, it matters not, ſince che Effect is Undeniable, 


and-is equally Malignant, let it proceed from what Cauſe” it will. 


If Her , Majeſty's Adminiſtration . 222 flld up with too much 


Toil and Difficulty, it is in no fmall Meaſure owing, to Her being 
forc'd to Struggle with ſuch a Waſþiſh,- and Perverſe Generation of 


Men at Home, whilſt She is Engag'd in Wars Abroad; Who 


would imperiouſly Obtrude their groundleſs Pleas of Innocence, for 


an abſolute Right to Dominion, and that, upon the Evidence of their 


own Bare Afertzons.; and who haye always ſhew'd themſelves as - 
Impatiens of Contradiction, as they are Incapable of being Convinc d. 

P. V. if Her Majeſty malt be Inform d of the true Characters of Par- 
ties, and the Printi 10 of this Set of Men, from their own Writings, . 
and Repreſentations, She muſt Frame a judgment as Falſe, as thoſe 


ations are Conrrary tothe Mattero Oo FaR, {et forth in my 


* 


Repreſent 


90 F en n TH which this pert Author audaci- 


Reflects apon : An HiFory, which by.a peculiar Providence, 
has. deen laid Beſt 2 


before Her Majeſty, as Her | 


o 


Counfellor, to admonifh her to beware of the enfiiaring. Amuſe. 


ments Of their Pretended Loyalty, and to avoid thoſe ſpecious pro. 


felſions of Rebels, that brought all chat Diſmal Scene of Mifery 


on Her Unfortunate Progenſtors; which was both Founded in, 


and Carry'd on by the Principles of Fanaticiſm : Principles which 


will be for ever found of ſuch contentious, fatal, and Deviliſh In- 


fluence, that it highly concerns Her Majeſty, frequently to ponder 
upon the Concluſion, drawn from ſuch Inconteſtable Matters of Fact, 


and to ſtand by it, as lndiſþenſably Neceſſary for Her Security, never 


to place the leaſt, Truſt-in ſuch ſhuffling, hollow-hearted,. Under- 


miners. of her Power, but rather to Carry a more Watchful Eye over 


them, and to make. 4 narrower Inſpettion into tinir dark and intricate. 


$ — — 


Proceedings. * 


The 


The Author of the Dedication of that Noſe Hi oy to Her M 
jeſty, (which this Puny Scribler 'of a. Tedjous Le} upon, ratheb* 
than a Dedication to Her, in Deriſion, calls Pompous 5 not duch an 
* Obſenre and Unknown Perſon, as to encourage this Wrerched Upf art, 
to Charge the Pen of that Ilufrious Writer, with Unwarrantable 
& and Invidlous Concluſions, drawn from ConteFted Facts and Principles. But 

it is the uſual Inſolent Method of the Diſſenters, to Complement 
Her Majeſty, by caſting the moſt bitter Invectives, and Odio Ca. 
lumnies, upon Her Neare## Relations, as if They were Enemies to Her 
Government, and Men of Intemperate Heat, becauſe they Adviſe Her 
to ſecure Her Self and Kingdom, by Defending that Ghurch, which 
only'can ſupport Her Crown. 5 
P. vi. For the Diſſenters not to be Silent, or rather not to Plead 
Guilty to the Judictmeut of Schiſm and Rebellion, ſo long Charg'd 
5 and fo fully Prov'd upon them, is not ohly Piſreſpectful to Her Ma- 
7 jeſt, but their peſtering Her with ſawcy .Clamours, is enough to 
f 


Pow”, 
1 4 4 
8 + 


weary out Her Patience, and Force Her, tho Unwilling, to Exett 
that Juſtice, which notwithſtanding their frequent Provocations, 
and Exaſperating Abuſes, She has, as yer Suſpended. This is, in- 
. deed, doubling their Crimes, and Pe rnag their Inpratitude, with 
Intolterable Rudeneſs. A greater Inſtance of which, could ſcarce- 
iy have been produc'd, than their ſhameleſs Aſſertion, here; in this 
1 Author, That they have done nothing which may Forfeit, butt rather In- 
1 creaſe, Her Majeſty's Confidence ; and as a Proof of it, dare Appeal to 
I, heir Behaviour of late, than which we deſire no better a Teſt to con- 
vince the World, both of their Effrontery, and its Falſhood. For 
have they not ever ſince Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, 
Virulently Beſpatter'd both Her Self, and the Church of England 
( here "vilely Begtaded into a'Parry ) whereof She has profeſ#d_ . 
Her Self ſo hearty a Member, in their ſcurrilous and ſeditious Pam 
phlets, which have of late, like an Alan Plague, (warm'd from 
the Preſs, not even with the common Decency of Privacy, but 
- Openly, and in the very Face of the Government, to Inſult and Con- 
front it, with Avow'd Vindication: of that Curſed Rebellion, and there- 
in the unparalleld Murder of Her Royal Grand. Father, not only 
Juſtify'd, but Ridicufd and Lampoon'd;; and her Own Perſon 
Threaren'd, and Ferrifyp'd with Her 'Sucteſſor; and the $torth Diſuni- 
on, and Independency on the Exgliſh Crown? Doubtleſs Her Ma- 
jeſty's Prudence, knows how to Interpret, and Reſent ſuch aggra- 
vatipg Abuſes of Her Goodneſs, and enflaming Provocations of Her 
Juſtice, and is better acquainted with the common Intereſt of the Nation, 
and the Danger the Church may incut, from their Plots and Cabals, 
than to repoſe too much Confidente' in Men of ſuch pernicious: 
h . 0 and Practices” equally 'Sworn Adverfarics to Her Self, 
and Both. e „ 
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In purſuance of theſe Deteſtable Tenets, this Author, as their Re- 
preſentarive, ſticks not to tell Her Majeſty, That She bad no Right or.. + 


N 14 % 


The to the Throne, but what they Condeſceyded to give Her, and that 
She could never Quietly Poſſeſs her Kingdom, till they Nominated her Suc- 
cefſor. So much do theſe Phariſaical Saints, the Genuine Spawn of, 
the Feſuits, take upon them to Diſpoſe of Crowns and. Scepters ; . 
whilſt the Paſſive Church of England, muſt be content to be an Idle, 
Spectator, and humbly to pray for a Toleration of Her Religion, which 
wilthere, as well aß in Scotland, be moſt barbarouſly refus'd her, if 
they, by God's Afflicting Providence, ſhoald be permitted to Uſurp 
the Dominion, How far the Diſſenters Promated the Revolution, is, 
well known: Yet it muſt not be forgotten, (tho they ſo frequently, 
preſs for A&s f. Oblivion) that when the Church of England lay at 
Stake, in the Reign of King James the IId. the Diſſenters of all ſorts, 
Addreſsd Him to fand by him with.thejr Lives and Fortunes, to carry 
on and compleat its Subverſion *, and have now the Aſſurance to 
bgaſt, That tbeir, E Habliſhment by Law was the only Condition they 
would come into tt | Rewolution upon, or at leaſt to be laid on à Level I 
with the Church... So that their Compliance with the Government, 
was not ſo much to Promote a Proteſtant Succeſſor, or to. Curb the Ex- 5 
orbitant Power. the French, or Popiſh Party, as to Riſe and Reign up- 
on the Ruins of the Effabliſi d Church. Our Author here Inſinu— 
ates, as an high Panegyrick on the Diſſenters, That they chearfully . 
gave aud paid Taxes without any private Advantage to themſelves, 
Whether they paid, or not, it is certain they Receiv'd ; and whilſt . 
che Nation Groan'd under an heavy Burden of Debt, they enjoy -. 
the Profit of our Miſery, ſucking thereout no ſmall Advantage. 

But at preſent, is this ſuch a Meritorious Character, that they ; 
pay their Share towards their Protection? Would they be Exempted 
from the common Contribution to the Publick Safety? Is not the 
Advantage equal to them with us? But here it ſeems lies the Grie- 
Vance and the Oppreſſion, That they are not truſted in pur Army, 


Fleet, or Privy-Council; (tho too many of them haye been | 
Truſted there, to Betray it) It is an Exclaſion of their Rights, for- 1 
ſooth, that they are not Allow'd, as their pious Cant is, to, Sacri- 1 
fice all tothe Innocent Principle of their honeſt Ambition. It is another 43 
Obligation, they tell us, the Government owes them, that tliey 5 
have Religion enough to ſay their Prayers, and to Deprecate thoſe pul- 45 
lick .Calamities, they have deſcrv'd ſhau'd fall on their own Heads. 1 


That is in other Words, that they don't Imitate the Abominable 
Examples of their Good Forefathers, and openly Blaſpheme GOD, 
by Curſing his Vice-Gerents. As if their Crude, Aﬀroating, Extem- 
porary Effuſions, the Sacrifice of Fools (in the double Scripture Sence 90 
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of the Word) could poſſibly be Meritorious ;, which, were not 
G OD - Infinitely . Merciful, were ſufficient to Blaſt the Succeſs of 
Her Majeſty's Arms, and ObſtruE thoſe Bleſſings which G O D has 
beſtow'd on Her, both at. Sea and Land, which theſe Seditious 
Malecontents Repine at,.. whilſt they Enjoy, Acknowledge with Re- 
luctance, Behold with Envy, Leſſen with Detraction, and Com- 
memorate with Indignation. Theſe are the Narrow and Fäctious 
Spirits, to vhm common Mercies are the gredtefi Dangers, aud \pub- 
Ih Diſaſters become a private Security ; Who never faild to Embroil 
the State at Home, when it Flouriſh'd Abroad; and, as twere, to 
Blind the Eyes of the Nation, to Counterballance Foreign Victories 
with Dome#tick Tumults, But this Fanatical Rep.efentative, accord- 
ing to their uſual Prophane Miſapplication of Scripture, has drawn 
a Parallel betwixt their Obedience, and that of Waac, that they, like 
him, were to be Sacrific'd, like a Thank-Offering for Her Majeſty's Suc- 
ceſs, had not Her Majeſty, like the Angel, Interpos'd betwixt them, anl. 
Ruine. One would have thought, the many diſmal. Maſſacres, . 
they have brought on this Church and Nation, were enough ta 
have prevented the Approgriaugn of a bloody Sacrifice to themſelves; 
and that this Abuſe of a ſacred Simile, could prove nothing elſe, 
but that they deſerv'd to be Sacrific'd for their own Sins, inſtead... 
of thoſe of others; and it would puzzle any Man's Underſlanding, 
but that of a Diffenter's to find, who is the Abraham here lee 
ed to Sacrifice em, and by whom, or, how the Queen was the An- 
gel, that both enjoin d and prevented it, or what Analogy there is 
betwixt them and Iſaac, WhO was a Type of our Blefled Saviour, 
and the fam*d-Obedience of the One, as they call it, and the 10 ; 
Rebellion of the Other. But they have given us too much Reaſon 
to ſear (to turn and carry their Allegory a little farther ) that they 
would have the Church of England, the Ram caught in the Thicket, 
to be made a ſubſtitute Sacrifice in their Place. 

P. VIII. Let our Author is pleas'd here ro advance a very ſur- 
prizing Propoſition, That the Diſſenters, by being entirely diſengaged . 
from all foreign Intereſts, can have none, but that of the Nation, and 
mut be always ſuppos'd to be ſolicitous, how that may be bet ſerv d; and 
are too, well appriz'd H the Danger of 4 Dilunion from Scotland upon . 
Her Majeſty's Demiſe, and the Occaſion which that unbappy Hour would. 
give thoſe that are in the Intere ft of the pretended. Prince, to execute their 
evil Deſigns, &c, This Author has-forgor who it was that fer. - 
the City of London on Fire, which barbarous and cruel Villany was 
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* Witneſs their Notorious Behaviour on th. late Victories obtain d by his Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough, and Sir George Rook; who, by God's Gracious Providence, 
have prevented, and we hope Diſappointed, al their Villanous Schemes and Projetts 
againſi the Eftabliſh'd Church and Government. 
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piſt in Execution on the celebrated Lucky Day of Oliver, the very 
time * its Deſtruction was doom'd in a Cabal in Holland. Neither 
will he know; that When we were engag'd in War with the 
Dutch; that the Diſſenters held a fecret Correſpondence” with 
them, that by their Intelligence, and the Conduct of ſeveral Ol;- 
verians. Aboard the Dutch- Fleet, it was Piloted into our Harbour, 
and by their Directions, burnt our Ships at Chatham. Theſe' are . 
ſuch Matters of Fact as ſeem not. capable of being diſprov'd, and 
might confirm with innumerable Inſtances of late, to ſhew whar. 
foreign Correſpondence they always kept with our Enemies. It 
is well known in the laſt Reign how often the Diſſolutions of 
our Parliaments-were ſettid and decreed (I don't ſay bought at the 
Hague) tho it was no difficlt Matter to gueſs how, and from 
whom thioſe ſurprizing Events came at home, there having been 
a conſtant Fellow-feeling betwixt the Two Parties, and a Line of 
Communication drawn over the Seas. Are they not at preſent 
_ plotting Miſchief againſt the Church of England at the Court of 
Hannover, Where they have ſent and maintain'd their ſeditious A- 
gents and Atheiſtical Emiſlaries to reprefent it as a Schiſmatical - 
Party, and themſelves as the Church and great Body of the Nation, 
if poſſible to poiſon. and prepoſſeſy the Succeffors ro the Crown, 
wich their lewd Notions and corrupted Prejudices againſt It? Thus 
they think to carry every thing by factious Caballing, both at home 

and abroad, by Bribery, Subornation, and everlaſting Lying, 
(their great Arcana Imperii and Myſteries of State,) and to bear 

us down by their impudent boaſting of the Number of their Legion, 
who are always ready at the Watch- word and Signal given, to mob 
che Houle of Commons, 7 Her Majeſty, and join with 
any foreign Enemy to invade the Kingdom, and ſubvert our 
Church and Government. Yet they are entirely diſengag d from all 
foreign Interefts, and can have none, but that of the Nation, by which 
we may be ſure, they always mean their own. And leaſt we ſhould 
want a Proof how ſolicitous they hawe been in ſerving it, they have 
the Confidence and Folly to produce the Seotch, their dear Brethren 
in Iniquity and Rebellion, for an Inſtance : Whoſe Quarrels andDivi- 
ſions with us, they have ſo heartily eſpous'd, and ſo ſucceſsftl1'y Fo. 
- mented, that they have brought us under a viſible Danger of a 

Diſuniem upon Her Majeſty's Demiſe ;- and all the fad Calamities that 
may attend that unhappy Hour, and have given a fair Occaſon 
for all thoſe that are in the Interest of the” pretended Prince, to execute 
their evil Defigus. Our Author ſeems not here ſo cautiouſly to 
ſtand upon his Guard, but has unawares ſlipt a Secret which, his 
Party will give him no Thanks for, that the moſt likely Method 
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of introducing a Popiſh Succeſsor, and the French Power, is by the 
Pre;byterians in Scotland, who are as much fworn Enemies, by prin- 
ciple, to the Government of our State, as they are to our Church, 
and with whom our Difſenters in England never fail'd to join, for 
the Extirpation of Beth. And as at preſent they ftand equally 
divided from Both, ſo *tis to be fear'd, that the Arms they are now - 
railing, will be as Deſtructive to the Engliſh Monarchy, as them- - 
ſelyes have been to Epiſcopacy : And can we think, upon ſo Glo- 
rioas an Occaſion as this Univer/al Reformation, this Root and © 
Brench-Work as they call it, our Whigs and Presbyterians here will 
be Idle, forget themſelves, Deſert their Old Friends, Renounce the 
Devil and their Intereſt ; or, that they'll be miraculoufly Dif. 
poſleſs'd of the Spirit of Rebellion, by a ſtrange Metamorphoſis turn 
Honeſt, have a ſudden Averſion to Murder and Sacrilege, and 
defend that Eſtabliſhment, which they never omitted an Oppor- 
tunity of Ruining? P. VIII and IX. Theſe, one would think, 
were Reaſons ſufficient - to make any Government Fealous of ſuch a . 
Faithleſs and Stubborn Generation, ( who never ſet their Hearts aright . 
either to their God or King, a People ne ver to be won with Kindneſs, or 
controll'd by Laws and Penalties) to prevent or fence: againſt the 
\ threatning Danger of their mutinous Deſigns, and ſeditious Stra- 
tagems, Which will be always found to end, as well as begin in Po- 
per). Had the Succeſſors of that Wiſe, Reſolute and Victorious 
Princeſs, Queen Elizabeth, put the Laws She ſo prudently made 
againſt them, in rid Execution, we ſhould have little Reaſon to 
fear, either Popery or Popiſh Succeſſors. Which excellent Laws. 
could no more be term'd unjuſt Hardſhips, than they would have 
been found unhappy Meaſures, being only neceſſary Guards for 
the Preſervation of that Church and Government; which they 
were continually aſſaulting, and without which, it could not poſ- 
ſibly have been ſecure from the reſtleſs Malice and undermining - 
Treachery of theſe home-bred Incendiaries ; and which, to ſpeak _ 
the Truth, were only the juſt Effects and Puniſhments of thoſe 
frequent Plots and Rebellions, wherewith they infeſted the Quier, 
and hazarded the Safety, of the Kingdom. Whoever that Author 
was Cited in this Dedication, who told Her Majeſty, That Her Royal 
Uncle wa a Secret, and Her Father a profeſs d Introducer of Popery, 
and Popiſh Succeſsors, He was but a bad Precedent for this Pamphleteer 
to. imitate : the Reflection might in Decency, have bin ſpar'd 
in an Addreſs to ſo near a Relation, upon whom this odious Ian. 
endo is intended to Glance; to derive on Her the ſame Blackning 
$»/picion they have fixt upon Her whole Line. But ſuch Men as 
theſe, being ſo conſiderable a Part of the Government, can have 


the Confidence to tell their King, That Their Conſent muſt be al- 
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ways ask'd, in making Wars and Alliances ; and bat is done without 


Their, Advice, is contrary to the Genius, and Intereſt of the People. Now 


thoſe Deceas d Princes, whoſe Aſhes this Raker of Scandal ſo rude- 
ly Diſturbs, as they were the greateſt Examples of Mercy, and un- 
parallel'd Condeſcenſion to the Difſenters, ſo they were the moſt 


unfortunate Precedents for it; having by this well-meant, tho 


imprudent Mildneſs, and over-kind Indulgence, given them 
the Power and Opportunity of bringing all thoſe deplorable 
Troubles and Diſaſters upon their Heads: And tho* Dead, yet they 


: ſeem to ſpeak a ſecret Admonition to Her Preſent Majeſty, the laſt 


Relick of their Royal Progeny, to Beware of Cheriſhing thoſe Ser- 


pents in Her Boſom, who ſting to Death their Beſt Benefactors, 


who take great Kindneſles for the worſt of Injuries, who never 
Forgive thoſe whom they have firſt Wrong'd, tho' they themſelves 


are fo frequently Forgiven; and who Reſolve to be Ungrateful 


for thoſe Exceeding Favours, which rhey find themſelves Incapable 


of Repaying. But, as this infamous Sctibler, who rather than 


miſs an- Opportunity of Railing, would Vent his malicious Scandal 
on the Dead, ſo when it ſerves his Turn, he can proftitute his mean 
Flattery on the Dead too, perhaps as little deſerving the One, as the 
Former the Other. 


For to what end is an invidious Parallel, fo frequently drawn 


betwixt Her Majeſty, and Her Predeceſſor? Can it be intended 
for any thing elſe, but to Leſſen and Upbraid Her, with his Magni- 


ty'd and Exorbitant Praiſes ? Has She not as much at Heart the Li- 
berty of Her Subjects, and the Pre{cr1ation of the ProteFiant Religion, 
tho' She docs not Lean fo favourably to the Diſſenters, as to Patro- 


nize One, in © oppoſition to the Other? Has She not Chang d the 


Private Maxims of the Court, for the general G and Incltzation of Her 
People, by ſhewing Herſelf to have an Heart entirely Engliſh ? Has 


She Given up the Intereſt, Power, Trade, or Privileges of Her 
- Own Kingdom, to Gratify, or Enrich the Avarice; Ambition, or 


Uſurpation of Forcign Perſons ard Governments? Has She nor 


Cbang d the Intrigues of a Cabinet, for a conſtant Attendance on a 


full Council; and has She not always follow'd the. good advice of 


that beſt of Councils, Her Free Parliament, whercin there are no 
| Court Penſioners, to buy and fell the Liberty and Property of the 


Subject, and to endanger Both, by ſtickling for a Handing Army; 


no multiplying Places, to Bi ibe Indigent and Mercenary Members, 


Men, neuther of Honour, Conſcience, Family, or Reputation, to 
Barter for, and Sacrifice their Conſtitution and Country? Has She 


not purſued thoſe Meaſures, which are neceſſary to ſecare us fromthe 


Danger of a Popiſh Pretender, and the Aſpiring Power of France, without 


-«Dcar-bought Booty Treaty of Partition ? Has She Alienated the E- 


ſtate 
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ate of the Crown, Laviſf'd the Immenſe Supplies of Her parlia 
ments, or Sunk the Credit of the Exchequer? Has She not oy et; 
Cn Gare and Frugality; and the Prudentand Fairhfll Adinfnt-" 
ſtration of Her Preſent Lord Treaſurer, Leſſen'd the Pablick Debt, 
Rais'd her Own, and Retriev'd the Nation's Reputation ? Has She 
nor, to eaſe Her Kingdom of the heavy Burden, of Taxes, 3 
roufly given a large Part of Her Revertie' towards the Experce of 
the War, Rerrench'd Her Grandevr, to Advancł chat of Her Sub! 
jets, and Encreas d Her Own Trouble, to Leſſen their's? And yet 
Her Diffuſive Charity has not been confin'd within the Compaſs 
of Her on Dominions; How widely has ſhe extended jt to the 
diſtreſſed proteſtants Abroad? gut to ſhew Her peculiar Tendetneſs 

and Concern for that Church, of which She is fo Indulgent a Nur- 
ſing-Mother, has She not Exc&&ded'the Gtheroſity of Her Royal 

Anceſtors to it, and ſettled {ach a Tranſgendent Bounty upon its 
poor and laborious Members, as al onCetſhews Her true Chriſtian ' 

Zeal to promote God's Glory, in maintaining the Juſt Digmity of 

his Worſhip #4 Religion; 'and the Honour'of Her People, in ta- 

king of ſo viſſpſę a Reproach upon them? Has She not Rais d the 

molt Learned and Orthodox Members of' the Cletgy, into the 

Higheſt and moſt Sacred Orders and Offices of the Church, to ſup- 

port its Doctrines, Exert its Diſcipline, and Defend Both, againſt 

its moſt -Irreconcileable Enemies? Has She not reſtor'd it out of 

its ſinking, and languiſhing Condition, to its primitive Splendor 

and Beauty? And to conſummate Her Character, Have not Her 

Heroick Generals, by God's Good Providence, and Her Wile Con- 

duct and Counſel, Retreiv'd the Ancient Honour of the Exg lift 

Valoar, both by Sea and Land; and Humbl'd and Defested the 
United Pride and Force of France and Spain? And doubtleſs, when 

Her Victorious Arms ſhall have brought the Haughty Houſe of 

Bourbon to Sue for a Peace (which ſeems ſo near) She will take all 

pollible Care t9'Secure the Proteſtant Religion to Foſterity, (which 
. truly might Have bin an Article of Peace, without Acknowledging 
15 rhe Pope's Supremacy) and to Advance the - Engliſh Trade, equal at 
bal l-aft, to that of our Allies, the Datch. If in all theſe things She 

has fo Nobly Exceeded the Meaſures of Her Predectfſor of Immortal. 
Memory, if Her Succeſſes bave bin Greater than He cow d Wiſh, or Pre- 
bare things for, We are glad to find the Diffenters' own, That It 1 
; Reſerved by Providence to render Her Reign Glorious, and Her Mem 
©. Precious to ſucceeding Ages. And We hope the Dillenters Will pardon 
15 Her Majeſty, if while She allows rhem a Free Toleration (thy nor 
that Eſtabliſhment they expected in the former Government, 

. which made them fo firwar td run all Hazards and Difficulties to ſe- 
8 cure it) She labours to Tranſmit the Ch f Ergland to Poſterity ; 
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which whatever Indulgence is granted to Sectariſts, can never be 
provok'd to complain of a Perſecution, much leſs, to alarm Her 


Majeſty with, the Jealouſies and Fears of , Self-Preſerwati-. - 


on 


P. x. Tho this is the conſtant. Method of the Diſſenters, who al- 
ways pretended an imaginar y Notion of an apprebended Perſecuti- 
on, a ſufficient Cauſe for Rebellion, and here obliquely threaten 


Her Majeſty, that if the Occaſional Bill ſhou'd paſs into a Law, that 


it would prove a Temptation to their weak and private Spirits to diſturb 
the Public, to throw off that uneaſy Reſtraint the Legiſlative Power 


ſhou'd think fig to lay on ſuch turbulent ang, factious Malignants. 
Is it not then an amazing Thing to hear thoſe Men, at the ſame. 
time, talk, of that Paſſive Obedience they have paid the Laws, who. 


have bin ſo often, and ſo eaſily provok'd by the Devil, and, their 
Inſatiable Luſts, to enter into Meaſures, Which (as they themſelves, 


to their own everlaſting Shame, here. acknowledge) can never ſe- 


cure them, nor they juſtify ? But what will ſuch Monſters in Sin ſtick 


at, who have the Impudence to deny. ſuch open, and inconteſta- 


ble Matters of Fact, and call all their horrid Conſpiracies againſt the 
Church and Government, from the. Time of Queen - Elizabeth, 
down to the Rye-Howſe Plot, and thence to Her Majeſty's Acceſſion. 
the Throne, and upwards,. Sham-Plots? As it the Legal Con- 


demnations, Confeſſions, and Executions of all the Villains, con- 


victed in this long Series of Rebellion, were nothing elſe, but a, 


ſolemn Murder, and bloody Pageantry : As if their being Hang'd 


for Rebellion was to Die Martyrs, and a Peſwit's Plea at Tyburn, 
was the fitteſt Copy for a Diſſenting Regicide to follow. Are: theſe 
rhe Trials of their ſuffering Vertues ? Can there be ſo foul an Aſperſion 
upon All our Kings and Queens, and Both IIlouſcs of Parliament, 
to Arraign their Authority, and Queſtion their Veracity and ſu- 
ſlice, and to turn the Judges themſelves into the Vileſt of Criminals ; 
And eren this to the very Face of. Her. Majeſty? Truly from hence 
ve might expect, in the Diſſenter's Calender, to ſee the Apoctles and 
Saints Caſhier d, to make way for Regicides in Red Letters, and Bax- 
ter's Saints Everlaſting Rest, (wherein ſome of thefe Confeſſors of 
Hell, are Canoniz d,) with Ludlow's New Geſpel, put in the place 
of the Abdicated Bible. : 

P. x. and XI. It is not, it ſeems, enqugh 10 Gratify the graſ- 
ptag Deſigns. of the Diſkaters, to Enjoy the Bencfit of a Tolerati- 
on, but they muſt Leſſen and Degrade the E-tabliſh'd Church, of 
which Her Majeſty is the Head, with the little, narrow Denoimi- 
nation of a Pa-4y, As if the Queen, becauſe the is engag'd in. the 
Gonf;deracy, is as much Oblig d by the Concern ſbe has for the Com- 
999, lakereft,, to Defend all Pxoteſtant Churches, as ſhe is. by Oath 
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ound to Defend Her Own. Tho' Her Majeft E juſtly ſuppoꝰ d 


to have a very due Regard for all Proteſtants Abroad, yet we hope 
ſhe may be allow d to make a Diſtinction of Favour to that Church, 
whick ſhe bears ſo near and honourable a Relation to, without 
being thought Guilty of Partiality, or Perſecution of the Diſſenters, 
who wou'd Engroſs to themſelves the only Name of Proteftan: 


| Churches ; and from whom, if we are Diſcriminated, it can never 
be by Unneceſſary Terms of Communion. Her Majeſty is willing in- 
deed to bring the Diſſenters into the Church, but not by thoſe ſcanda- 
' lous Method; of Occaſional Conformity ; She is inchnable to Reſtrain 

their Force and Violence, by juſt and yet gentle Means, to make 


em Real and Entire, not Hypoeritical and Partial Members of ir. 
She would allowtheir Diſſent, to be rather their Misfortune, than 
Fault, were the ſure, that it was not their Prejudic'd Choice, and 


that they didn't wilfully Offend againſt the cleareſt Light, and 


conviction of Reaſon; againſt the expreſs Laws of God, as well as 


Man. She wou'd allow theic Plea of Conſcience, did it not look too 
much like Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs, and were it not a meer 


Term of Cant; fo often us d to cover the blackeſt Impiety. She 


knows, that Men have a Right to Obey the Dictates of a truly wett- 


inſtructed Conſcience, but that they ought not to Deſecrate and Vi- 
lify that Venerable and Holy Name, by Sanctifying every ſingular 
fantaſtical Opinion, or ſottifh Abſurdity, and ridiculous Prepoflef. 
ſion of Mind, with it. She is ſure, that if the Diſſenters are real. 
Men of Conſcience, they can never be Brib'd or Intimidated, thi 


Civil Privileges ſhould accompany their Converſion. She wou'd con- 
ſent, That Men ſhou'd enjoy their Opinions, if they wou'd not 
impudently Aſſert em with Noiſe and Tumult, in Oppoſition to 
Her-Bſtabliſh'd Religion. She thinks Men's Integrity may be beſt 
judge d by their-Dutiful Behaviour to the Government, and ws pe 

to 


Obedience, and yet would have the Laws vigorouſly Execute 
enforce that Obedience, as much among the Diſſenters, as the Mem- 
bers of her own Communion. 1 i en 
P. XI. The Diſſenters have here the Confidence, to State the 
Church of England only on the Bottom of Property, in Oppoſition to 
all thoſe. Sects and Churches that Differ from Her. Through this 
Whole Pamphlet, they: pretend to an Abſolute Right in their Religi- 
on, Excluſive of, and Previous to All Laus: But ſince the Grant of 
the Ad of Toleration, they Preſume to be Founded on an equal Efta- 
bliſbment with that of the Church; and conſequently, look on 
their Religion as much a Property to them, as think Ours to be to 
us. Indeed, when a Man has a natural Right ro the Exerciſe of 
the True Religion, according to the Goſpel, in a Chriſtian Coun- 
try ; and that natural Right __ be ſo ehforc'd' by humane Laws, 
2 as 


[ 12 ] 

- as to render the Exerciſe of his Religion as ſecure to him, as the 
Enjoyment of his Property z that Religion, with reſpett to humane 
Laws, does become to him a kind of Property. But then the Church 
of Chriſt owes neither its. Being, nor Spiritual Nature, nor Privile- 
ges, to the humane Legiſlature, tho it may rejoice to find it ſelf 
protected and ſupported by the ſecular Arm, and the Edicts of 
Pious Princes, who become Nurſing Fat bers to it. Thus it flouriſtid 
more in the Time of that Religious Emperor, Conſtantine the Great, 
who ſo welt deſery'd this Character, and ſeem' d, by God's peculiar 
Providence, rais'd for its Support; than under his perſecuting Pre- 
deceſſors, who Eclips'd its Glory, It is evident, that God made 
uſe cven of Heathen Princes, to defend the Jewiſh Church againſt 
their Enemies; yet, this cou'd be thought no more a Diſparage- 
ment to that Church, than it is to the Chriſtian, to be Maintain'd 
by humane Power. Tho our Religio is by Legal Statutes as 
much ſecur'd io us as our Property, yet does not this make 
t a bare Property, diveſt it of its intrinſick Nature and Excel- 
lence, or place its Being in Circumſtantials? If Laws are 
made to preſerve it, is it therefore founded purely and abſo- 
lutely on thoſe Laws; or, does it take its native perfection 
from them, tho, under God, it may Owe its Security to them? 


The Eſtabliſhment therefore of our Church on the Legiſlative Au- 


thority, can no more be thought to affect its inward Conſtituti- 
on, ſo as to make it only amount to a Property, than the Confirma- 
tion and Support of it by humane Laws, can be term'd a Diſtruſt 
of God's Care over it. It being neceſſary (conſidering the Bold- 
neſs and Corruption of Mankind) chat Di vine Laws ſhould ſome- 
times be enforc'd by Humane, as well as Humane by Divine. And 
therefore, I hope, we may juſtly retort the arrogant Charge of g- 
norance, upon our Author, for Entertaining ſo little an Opinion of our 
Church, and debaſing it hy ſuch mean and abſurd Similitudet, being 
wholly unacquainted with the Nature, «ither of its Doctrine, or 
Diſcipline. But, tho the Diſſenters were here Eftabliſh'd by Law, 
all the humane Laws, that might be Enacted, could never legiti- 
mate the ir Schiſm, or give them the true Nature and Conſtitution 
of a Church, as failing in its very Eflence, and Orders; or, endow 
them with true Spiritual Advantages; having by their Schiſm 
(however they pretend to be United to Proteſtant Churches) ſepa- 
rated themſclves, not only from the Communion ot the  Catholick 


GChuich in general, but from the Communion of all the particular 


Churches in the World. 


P. XII. And yet they dare aſſume to themſelves, the Title of 
being the Trueſt Friends to Her Mejefty s Perſon aud Government as, 
the is at the Head of all Proteſlamt Churches; and arrogate the 
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L 13] 
whole Force of Her Power, to the Strength deriv'd from theis 
Body. But if our Bleſſed Saviour's Maxim, which is as truly 
Political, as Divine, may determine this Point, If every Ringdom and 
Houſe divided xgainſt it ſelf, cannot fland, to theſe Men muſt be 
Owing, not oncly the Weakneſs, but the very Diſſolution of that 
Government; wizo, by being Carry'd on by a Furious and Miſtaken 
Zeal, Rend it with unneceſſary Separation, and inteſtine Faction. 
to its unſpeakable Prejudice, at @ Time when our Enemies are Boafting 
of their Strength and Numbers, whereby they furniſh em with a betty; 
Opportunity of Concerting their Meaſures, without Diſcovery, or In- 
terruption. And yet, Theſe are that Faithful Part of Her Majeſty's 
Subjects, that the is to place à Confidence in; Men, Nurtur'd, and 
Bred-up from their Cradles, in the Principles of Schiſm and Re- 
bellion ; whoſe ſecret Jealouſies and Machinations, the moſt Mild 
and Indulgent Reigns cou'd never prevent, who cou'denter into a 
curſed Covenant, to take up Arms againſt the King's Perſon, to ſecure 
his Royal Dignity, and to Maintain the Proteſtant Religion, by extir- 
pating the Church of England. But, to Divert us from a cloſer Search 
into their Conſpiracies, we find em here, with our Author, Shifting 
their own Guilt on the Facobires ; as if, by bringing them on 
the Stage, they thought to ſhelter themſelves, as tho” they were 
not as dangerous Enemies to our Conſtitution, Now, if we were 
ro draw a Parallel betwixt theſe Two Parties, we ſhall find the 
Ballance fall on that fide, on which they as little expect, as they 
are unwilling to bear it. For as the One, out of a Principle of 
Conſcicnce, is ſo unhappy, as not to be able to comply with the 
preſent Government; and is content on that Account, to ſuffer 
the Loſs of all Temporal Advantages, and does by his upright, 
tho* miſtaken Opinion, debar himſelf of all ſecular Rights and 
Privileges, and, as twere, exclude himſelf out of the Political Body 


of his own Country; the Fanatick, by being imbodicd in the 


Governmeut, like a ſecret Canker, corrodes and preys upon the 
very Vitals, of it ; and is ready to ſwallow any Oath, tho' never 


ſo impious- and contradiRory, and keep it as religioully as he 


takes it, having his Comprehenſive Latitudinarian, ſtretching Con- 
{ſcience commenſurate to his Intereſt, and never interfering with it; 
His Religion riſing and falling with his Gain, reconciling God and 
Mammon, and making Chri#t and Belial the equalObjects of hisAdora- 
tion. And doubtleſs, ſuch Godly Infidels have an high Claim to the 
Security of Government, and may very juſtly boaſt of their Fidelity to 
theirQarhs, who have bin forward, on allOccaſions, to Swear to any 
thing that turns uppermoſt ; and who, in the ſhort Space of but 
One Year, cou'd ſubſeribe io, and ſucceſſively abjure a Gallymaw- 
fry of Five ſeveral forts of Governments, and particularly that 4d 
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the Royal Family, which yet they have here rhe-Modefty-re up- 


braid Her Majeſty with, as if they were inſtrumental in its Re- 


ſtoration. 
P. XIII. If Her Majeſty's Wiſdom-and Goodneſs reach'd no further, 


than theſe Men's wnfeign'd Obedience, we might juſtly fear Her 


Government -wou'd be laid on as: ſhallow, as ſlippery Foundation; 
that She might quickly deſcend from a -Queen, to become a Sub- 
jet ;. be an Head of a Church, without a Body; ſhare a Titular 


| Supremacy In England with the Pope; and, with the Poor Epiſco- 


.pal-Clergy in Scotland, ſue for a Toleration, and be deny'd. Bur 
our Author's good Manners is always of a piece with his Reaſon, 
who is conſtantly leading Her Majeſty backward, and treating Her 
with an ungrateful Retroſpect of the Miſeries, and Misfortunes of 
Her Royal Family, and giving Her to underſtand, what ſhe muſt 
expect Her felf, in the like Caſe; by here imputing thoſe Miſeries 
to the Severities us d againſt the Diſſenters. A Falſhood ſo full of 


Rudeneſs, Impudence and Ignorance, that nothing, but that diffu- 
five and aſtoniſhing Good-Nature, ſo peculiar to this Family, 


( which did not only pardon, but forget their unparallel'd Villanies, ) 
cou'd forgive ! For, none but ſuch Wretches as theſe, that are har- 
dened in ther Sins, beyond the Power of Grace and Repentance, 


cou'd ever have the Face to aſſert, That all the Calamities, that fel] 


upon that unhappy Line, didn't entirely proceed from their Mild- 
neſs and Clemency, and the unadvis d Indulgence, which they 
gave this inſidious Party of Rebels, ever thriving upon Toleration, 
gaining Ground by Permiſſion, encroaching upon, defying, and 
at length overturning that gracious Government, under which 
they are ſo mercifully and N 6444 cheriſhd. And, II hat Advan- 
tages accrued to the Nation h #be Mildneſs of the laſt Government, is 
ſadly evident, fromthe execrable Swarm of Sectariſts, that then o. 
ver · run, and eclips d the very Face of the Church, whilſt 4rheists, 
Dei#ts, Tritbeifii; Socinians, Philadelphians, &c. (not to mention 
all the ſpurious and equivocal Breed of heterogeneous Diſſenters,) 
flouriſh'd, and almoſt triumph'd upon the Ruines of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment. : 

P. XIII. XIV. The notorious and inſolent Defences, that are e- 
very Day publiſh'd of that abominable Rebellion ſince Forty One, 
which is here gently ſmooth'd over with the Complement and Title 
ol Unhappy Troubles, are but a very odd Indication how much theſe 
Men are {orry for the Wickedntſs of their Forefathers ; and ive us 
too much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that they want only an Occaſion to 
act over the fame bloody Scene and Tragedy again, as they are pleas'd 


for once juſtly to term it. So that they ſin afreſh, and by renew. 


wg, partake of the Guilt of their Predeceſſors; nay, if it were 
ha | pPoſllible, 


poſſible, would exceed it, and are fo far from being concluded un. 
der an Att of Grace and Oblivion, that they aggravate their Offences; 
and really ſtand in need of a New One to pardon them. So that 
the dreadful Woe, which ous Saviour denounced againſt rhe 
Seribes and Phariſes, (their ancient Picture and Example, ) will, I 
fear, fall moſt deſerved upon them. Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees, 
and Hypocrites, becauſe ye build the Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſh 
the Sepulchres of the Righteous; and ſay, if we had bin in the Days of 
our Fathers, we ond not have bin Partakers with them in the Blood 
of the Prophets. Wherefore ye be Witneſſes unto your Selwves, that ye are 
the Children of them which Rilld the Prophets, and allow the Deeds of 
your Fathers, and fill up the Meaſure of their Sins. Ye Serpents, ye Genie 
ration of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? However, 
they think- to wipe off thys indelible Stain, by urging, that their 
Anceſtors were inſtrumental in the Reſtoration of the Royal Family. 
But, did they not firſt force the King, when they Crown'd him Pri/o- 
ner in Scotland, to ſwallow their Solemn League and Covenant; 
and leſt that ſhou'd not have bin ſufficient to have bound bis Soul with 
a Curſe, did they not barbarouſly compel him, to ſign a Declaration 
of the Juſtice done to the Idolatry of his Mother's, and the Blood. 
neſs of his Father's Houſe ; with an avow'd Condemnation of their 
Treaſon againſt their Subſects, wherein he had ated under his Fa- 
ther, When Prince f Wales? And- to palliate all theſe drrefiable 
Practices, their Writers of this diſmal Hiſtory, have end-avour- 
ed, With all falſe Colours and Mifrepreſentations, to fur over 
their Guilt, and deſire that thoſe Times may be bury'd in Silence, 
which they find themſelves ſo incapable of detending; and, 

that the Thirtiech of TFanuary may be blotted out of the 
Engliſh Calender; upon which doleful Commcmoration, and 
folemn Deprecation of God's Wrath and Vengeance, due to 
that good Prince's Blood, the Defence of: our Church againſt + 
Presbytery as much depends, as its Preſervation from ul on the - 
Fifth ef November; they being the Two great Bulwarks againſt, . 
and the juſteſt Reproaches upon, our Implacable Enemics And this 

they require, upon their Meritorious Labours in bringing about tbe 
Revolution; as if that cou'd attone for the Murder of the Bleſſed. 
Matyr, or the ſetting up One Prince, cou'd expiate for 
the depeſing and maſſacring Another. - But the Principles nd 
practices of the Presbyterians have bin” always the ſame, 
the modern Diſſenters ab=t what their Forcfathers committed, 
and conſcquently (as our Author himfclf acknowledges) deter vs 
the ſame Puniſhments due to thoſe Extravaganciès, as thol- wer 1. 
of Crimes are here f/:htly calld and extenuat d. But if be Di - 
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enters -wou'd, in good Earneſt, convince the Nation, that they 
don't juſtify theſe villanous Prattices, let their preſent Miniſters 
ceaſe from inſtructing and educating their Youth, in the ſame 
wicked Principles, in their Schools and Seminaries; and Jer em 
draw up a ſolemn Abhorrence of the Murder of King Charles I. 
without palming upon us, the antiquated Impoſture of a ſuſpicious 
Catalogue of their Quondam Saints“. But till they do this, no 
Prince can act unjuſtly, if like that God, whoſe Vice-Gerem and 
Repreſentative he is, He puniſhes the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the 
Children, eſpecially when the Children openly avow, maintain, and 
wou'd repeat their Fathers Guilt, and by making it their own, be- 
come actual Trangreſſors. | wha | 
P. XIV. It is an unaccountable fort of Policy, the Diſſenters 
have of late practis d, to Appeal to thoſe Writings for their De- 
fence, which are the moſt direct Proofs againſt em. Among 
which, none could have bin more impradently cited again, than 
the Excellent and moſt Faithful Hiftary the Lord Clarendon; an Hi- 
ſtory, which cannot be too often Perus d by every Engliſh Gentle- 
man, that has a Regard for the Security of his Church, or Safety 
of our Conſtitution, That Noble Writer has ſhewn, the unexpect- 
ed Events, and wnreaſonable Conſequences, that flow'd from a 
Strict and Jaſt, tho' by ſome thought. Rigorous, Diſcipline, both 
in Church and State, zealouſſy Exerted upon Men, qhat were con- 
tumaciouſly Reſolv'd to Obey it in Neither. That, Admirable 
Defender of Both, is ſo far from Imputing this Miſchief to the 
Male- Adminiftration of the Bleſſed Martyr, or the Hegality of the 
things requir'd, that he endeavours to Juſtify, them, with the 
utmoſt Force of Argument and Eloquence, and very truly Im- 
putes all thoſe Diſaſters to the Conduct and Principles of the pu- 
ritanical Ring-Leaders of the Rebellion: Who by Miſrepreſenting 
the Deſigns of the King and Court, as tending to Introduce Arbi- 
trary Power and Popery, (the cyerlaſting Can of the Fanaticks a- 
gainſt the Church of England) debauch'd and milled his Subjects 
into all that ſad and deplorable Scries of Injuſtice, Diſtraction and 
Miſery. But, Suppoſing, Things bad been Hrain d too far in Church 
and State, mutt Mens Minds be rauk! d, and carried on to ſuch ſan- 
guinary Extremities? Muſt the King be Murder'd, and the whole 
Nation inyoly'd in Blood and Ruine, if à petty Fault, or Miſcarri- 
age be committed, or {mall Occaſions given; mult a mighty Com- 
buſtion be rais'd out of a Spark, and little Crimes be puniſhed 
wieh infinitely greater? Certainly none but ' thoſe, who wiſh 
the fame fatal Conſequences, none but the Diſſenters can lamene 
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that they have not the Power to ſcrew up things to the ſame Pitch 4 
gain. Which as they could ſtruggle for, under the mild Admi- 
niſtration of King Charles I. ſo they actually do now, under as 
entle a Reign, that of his Grand-Daughter, and by Proceedings, 
— that of their Forefathers) as much without a Precedent, 1 
we muſt not endeavour to diveſt em of Power, till they are ca- 
pable of exerting it, we ſhall then find ir too late to offer to*dil- 
arm them, when they have the Sword in their Hands, which they 
Vet. laid down, till it was glutted with the Blood of their Op- 
poſers. 5 
P. XV. Tho' the Church of England has, ever ſince the Reforma- 
tion, appear'd with ſuch invincible Courage, Reaſon, and Learn- 
ing, againſt the Innovations and Errors of Popery, and particular-- 
ly to its Honour, at a time when it lay under its ſevereſt Trial, and 
the moſt dreadful Apprehenſions of it, whilſt the Diſſenters (to 
their eternal Reproach be it remember'd) not only ſtoo by and 
were ſilent, but complemented and careſs'd the Popiſh Agents; 
yet the old groundleſs Aſperſion of Popery muſt be the continual 
Cry againſt Her, notwithſtanding her indefarigable Labours to 
convince the World of the contrary. The Con#titutien of theChurch 
1 was ſo fully and clearly ſtated, that inſtead of adminiſtring the leaſt 
by Suſpicion that way, when it ſtood as the main Fence againſt Po- 
g pery. in the World. And that Bleſſed Martyr, Arch-Biſhop Laud, 
. who as ſtrenuouſly defended its Faith by his Writings, as he nobly 
5 feal'd it with his Blood; was ſo eminent an Inſtance, both of its 
by genuine Purity, and Apoſtolical Truth, as, one wou'd think, in 
5 it ſelf ſufficient, to put an everlaſting Silence to ſo unreaſonable 
and malicious a Slander, and to ſet his Own and the Church's 
Character above the impotent Defamations of ſuch weak Scriblers, 
as this Author. For, How cou'd this Primitive and Orthodox 
Prelate be ſaid to Return to the Church of Rome, of which he never 
PT was a Member, and which he ſo conſtantly and vigorouſly oppos'd ? 
55 But it is the pious Policy of the Fanaticks, to Caſt theſe popular 
"#0 Calumnies at random, and to inſinuate any ſuſpicious Lye, that 
; looks plauſible, and will ſerve their Turn, to blacken their Adver- 
faries, tho' not grounded on the leaſt Colour, or Shadow of Pre- 
tence. No Wonder that thoſe, who could dare to fix this falle and 
odious Imputation on the ſpotleſs Majeſty of their Royal Sovereign, 
; ſhould not ſpare the Reputation of that great Pillar of his Church. 
1 If the whole Courſe of their Lives, and every Action in it, that 
15 tended to evince the contrary, were not a ſufficient Confutation 
ba of this unjuſt Reproach, yet their Jaſt Dying Specches, on the Scaf- 
Þ fold, might at leaſt claim the charitable Credit that is uſually given 
be to ſuch folemn Proteſtations. But it is enough for the Diſciple, that 
by he be as his Maſter, and the Servant as his: Lord : it they have called 
* OE the 
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tbe Maſter of the Honſe, Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them of 
bis Howſhold ? However, theſe villainous Scandals had the Effect for 
which they were deſigned; for theſe imaginary Fears of Popery, 
were thoughta very juſtifiable Ground to inducethe Diſſenters to ſub- 
vert the Church of England, without being augry with its Conſtitution. 
Now if the meer Apprehenſion of Danger, with them is a ſufficiept 
Cauſc for Rebellion, (as is more than once aſſerted in this Author's 
Dedication) what Church or Government, can be ſecure, when- 
ever theſe Men ſhall believe their own Dreams, or pretend to be 
Hag ridden with the Bugbear Fears of Popery, and their own Fan- 
taſtical Phrenzy ? They run into Sacrilege and Prophaneneſs to 
avoid Superſtition, and becauſe they diflik'd ſome Ceremonies in our 
Religion, reſolv'd, in their Fury; to diſcard all, What an abſurd 
and ridiculous Excuſe have we herefor the ſubverſion of our Church, 
when we are told, that it remained entire, at the ſame time it was ut- 
terly deſtroy d? As if the Church could be entire, when all its parts 
were rent in Pieces, when Epiſcopacy, the Efſential Conſtitution of 
it, was remov'd, As having neither its Being, Foundation, or Doctrine 
from Jeſus Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, Thas, it feems, Was only the Ruin 

of the Superſtructures of the Church, as this Writer ſcurvily terms it; 
but *tis well known, that the »bole Body of the Church, fhar'd fo 
much in this univerſal Havock and Deſolation, that ſcarce irs Faith, 
the Rock upon which it was built, remain'd in ſeveral Places. Could 
then the Doctrines of the Church be ſaid to be preſerv d, when 
neither its Creeds were openly profeſs'd in Divine Worſhip, nor its 
| Sacraments duly adminiſtred, but both of em caſt out and trampl'd 
on, by that propbane, degenerate Rout of Sects, that roſe out of 
thoſe tumultuous, corrupted Times of Confuſion ? 

P. XVI. Theſe are Remarks which the Adverſaries of our Church 
know to be juſt, and which they are ſenſible make good the Charges 
brought again#t "em, for that inconteſtable Hiſtory of the Lord Claren- 
don. And certainly, Her Majcſty can have no Better a Feundation 
for a Di/7ru## of the. Diſjenters Allegiance and Fidelity, than that the 
ſame Diſloyal Principles and Practices of their Forefathers, (which are 
here ſometimes acknowledg'd ro be Sinful) are yer often Juſtified 
and Abetted by the Preſent Boch of their Succeſſors, and particular- 
ly by this their ignorant, and impudent Repreſentative and Adyo- 
cate, From which, were there no other Argument alleged to 
prove it, tis abundantly evident, That the Monarchy of England x 
no t-new capable of being ſupported, bat upon the Principles of the Church 
of England, in Oppoſition to thoſe of the Diſſenters, which are directly 
contrary to Menarchical and Epiſcopal Government. A Concluſion as 
infallible in Reaſon, as it has always bin found in Experience,” and 
on the due Obſervation whereof, Hex Majeſty will find the whole 
Security of Her Crown depends, * 
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P. xvr, xVir, This Author, according to his uſual Modeſty, 
here Aſſerts, That there are no Diſſenters from the Principles of the 
Church of England, about Government and Monarchy, but the Non- 
Jurors. That the Queen's Title to the Crown is Founded ſolely upon the 
Revolution. That the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and the Denial of 
a Mutual Compact between the Prince and his Subjecti, are Dangerous to 
the Monarchy, as by Law Effabliſh'd. To which Propoſitions, here 
Magiſterially laid down, without the leaſt ſhadow of Proof, it ma 
be ſufficient to Reply on the contrary; That every Sect of the Dil- 
ſenters is more an Enemy to the Principles of the Church of Eng- 
land, than the Non jurors, That the Queen's Title to the Crown 
was no: ſolely Founded on the Revolution. That the Doctrine of 
Pallive Obedicnce, and the Denial of a mutual Compact between 
the Prince and his Subjects, are not . Dangeraus to the Monarchy, 
as by Law Eftabliſh'd. | For have not the Diſſenters always op- 
pos'd the Principles of the Church in the Points of Eccleſiaftical 
and Civil Goverment, maintaining a Republican Form in the One, 
and a Level Adminiſtration of Power in the Other ? Were not 
Monarchy and Epiſcopacy equally Abhorr'd, Condemr'd and 
Abjur'd as Arbitrary Encroachments upon the Right and Privilege 
of the People, as Pepiſh Superſtition and Innovation, as the Anti-Chri- 
tian Marks of the Whore of Babylon? Did not their grand Rebellion, 
with folemn Renunciations, pull both down, and don't the 


Diſſenters ſtill, on the ſame Principle, ſeparate from em? Whereas 


the Non jurors hold both, but ſeperate only as tothe Perſon, in whom 
they diſpute the Legal Inveſtiture of theſe Powers. Upon which Ac- 
count the Diſſenters muſt he eſteem'd much more dangerous to our 
Conſtitution ; as beingentire Enemies, to the very eſſential Form of it, 
eſpecially if we conſider the:boafted wealthy Numbers of the One, 
who dare threaten and defy the Government, and the incor 
ſiderable Paucity, and poor Circumſtances of the Other, which 
render dem incapable of moleſting it. As for her Majeſty's Right 
to the Crown, nothing, but the utmoſt Effrontery and Ignorance, 
cou'd induce any, but a profeſs d Rebel or Madman to aſſert, that 
it was not previous to the Revolution. Had She not an un- 
doubted Right. by Her Birth, or cou'd that be forfeired by the 
Abdication of Her unhappy - Father? The Parliament cou'd nei- 
ther take away that Fomner Right, or give any New Claim, but 
tor ſome great and extraordinary Exigences of State, per- 
muted the Crown to reſt upon that Prince's Head, during 
His Life, whom the". Convention had placed upon the Throne. 
As for Paſſive Obedience, it was always known to bs the ſettled 


Doctrine of the Church. of England, as it is ſet forth and explain'd 


in Her Homilies and Liturgy. And it is indeed not only founded 

on the expreſs Words of the Scripture, but it is a Dot. ine ſo ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary for all Forms of Government, whether plac'd 

in the Hands of One or Many, that it is impollible they rng 
U ub 
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ſubſiſt, or be ſecure without it, For under all Forms of Govern- 
ment, theſe inherent Rights of Sovereignty, muſt be inveſted in thoſe 
who have the Dominion. Namely, that He or They muſt have 
the Power of the Sword to put Laws already made, in, Execution, 
That He or They muſt have likewiſe the Power of giving the 
Ultimate Sanction and Ratification to new Laws: That neither 
He nor They are to be reſiſted in the Execution of thoſe Laws, or 

to be held reſponſible to the People, to be Arraign'd, Judg'd, or 
Condemn'd at their Will and Pleaſure. For if the People may be 
allow'd Arbitrarily to take upon em the Judicial, or Legillative 
Authority, to hinder Laws from being Executed, or to Enact 
new ones, without Conſent of the Supreme Magiſtrate, or to 
Reſiſt and call him to account for his Actions, then muſt all ſuch 
Government be wholly Precarious, without any ſettl'd Bottom or 
Foundation to reſt upon, and liable every Moment to be ſub- 
verted, according to the Caprice or Humour of the giddy and 
inconſtant Multitude, In ſuch a Caſe, a King or Queen of En- 
gland is juſt ſuch a Titular Creature, as the King of Sparta un- 
der the Dominion of the Ephori; and the ſame fatal conſequence 
muſt ſuch Principles have ir. a Republick, which wou'd make 
the High and Mighty States of Holland, as Poor and Diſtreſs'd, as when 
they ſued for a Peace, and Obnoxious every Day to be De-witted. 
As for the Imaginary Auual Compact between the Prince and 
People, if this Author can ſhew any ſuch thing in any Monarchy 
in the World, ( all Monarchies being Inſtituted by God) he 
will give us a very ſurpriſing Diſcovery in Hiftory, which has 
yet lain hid a Secret from the nice Enquiries of the beſt Writers. 
As the Monarchy of England is a Monarchy Limited by Laws, ſe 
when the Diſſenters tell us, that they are Enemies to an Abſolute 
Monarchy, they can be thought to mean nothing elſe, but fuch 

Monarchics as are not of their own making, or any they can place 


that odious Imputation upon, as a ſpecious and juſtifiable Pretence 


for overturning them. For they hawe always Remonſtrated again f 
the Obligations. of Non- Refiſtance and Paſſive Obedience to * Crown, 
as bcing Originally, Rehels upon Principle. And when they pre- 
rend, that the Right of Government is Lodg'd in the. People, can any 
Man be ſo ſtupid, as to think they are ſuch Fools, as to mean the 


Body of the Church of England, to which they are Sworn and Im 
placable Enemies, and whoſe Deſtrution and Annihilation they 


have Plotted, ever ſince their firſt Riſe ; like a Bafard Brotber con- 


ſpiring againſt the Life of the True Legitimate Heir and Firſt- Born to 


Eſtate and Dominion? As for the Notion of Self-Preſerwation, it 
has bin before made uſe of, to raiſe and foment Rebellion, and 
may be always alledg'd for that wicked Purpoſe, whenever the 
mil-grounded Jealoults, Fears, or ambitious Deſigns of the Peo- 
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ple againſt their Governours ſhall ſuggeſt it, to Moleſt or Depoſe 
em, which we need, only appeal to the many ſad; and notorious 
Inſtances, in our Hiſtory, to prove. The Diſſenters however, are 
here oblig'd to this Author, for! the Illuſtrious Compariſon he has 


here drawn, betwixt them and the Cevennois; which, how far it 


may hold good, I ſhall not ſtay ro enquire, but think, it is a little odious, 
and may ferve, at leaſt to demonſtrate their Self-Preſerving Logalty : 
but I believe their good Friends, the Dutch, will give this Author 
no Thanks, for ſetting the Cevennoi above em, and affirming that 
They are more hearty Allies to Her Majeſty, than the United States, or 
the Emperor, Whoſe Dominions ſhe has ſo lately reſcued out of that 
apparent Ruin and Deſolation, the French Arms had almoſt brought 
them under. But this Defender of Sedition could not forbear 
Complementing Rebellion, tho' at the Expence of his Friends, 
welt knowing, that this was praiſing themſelves by Proxy; and, 


that the Honour he beſtow'd on them abroad, would reflect back. 


upon his own Party at home. 

P. 18. The Diſſenters Notions of Government are of the ſame. 
wild, Latitudinarian Model with their Chriſtianity, that leave 
Men under a ſtate of Univerſal Licenciouſneſs, to think, or act as 
they pleaſe. And theſe are their Free Principles ( as they call them) 
founded on the juſt Rights of Humanity, which render em Free Sub- 
jects to Obey, or Diſobey, as they think fir, and to hold Allegi- 
ance to Her Majeſty, only Darante Beneplacito. And was it not 
this, that heretofore carry'd them to Introduce a Common wealth to the © 
Subverſion of the known Conſtitution of this  Kingdem ? So that here 
we find 'em Playing Faſt and Looſe with their Principles, in which. 
they are always Occaſional N Fe and can, to ſerve a turn, ei- 
ther Aſſert, or Deny 'em, and on that Account, are more. Danger- 


ous to our Government, than Facobites can be, who openly profeſs, 


and ftand to their Principles. ; 5 hy 

P. XIX. The Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, founded upon the 
Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, has bin ſo fully and ſolidly 
Demonſtrated, by the Excellent Writers of the Church of England, 
that there can be nothing more ſaid to Defend it. Vet the Diſſen- 
ters (Who are never to be convinc'd by Argument, or Learning) 
will in Defiance of both, allow the Biſhops ro be only. Lay- Elders, 
(a Moderate Scheme of Epiſcopacy, to, which ſome would have it 
reducd) and that their Power is reſolv'd into, and dependent 
upon; that of the State: Tho' tor ſome certain Reaſons, beſt 


known to themſelves, they are pleas'd at preſent, 0 profeſs a great deal. 


2333 for their Lordſhips Perſons, at the ſame time that they 
ny their Authority, Bur, to uſe a Certain Prelate's Expreilion 
applicable to this Purpoſe, © The Pegple have pot ſuch Metaphyſi- 
cal Heads, as'ro*diftingaiſh-betwixr the Authority, and Perſon of. 


. 


122.1 
< a Biſhop; for when their Authority comes to be queſtion'd and 
* vilify'd, the Veneration for their Perſons, when it cannot ſerve 
*2 Turn, will ſoon be laid afide. And here it may be ſeaſonably 
remarkd, that their Diſſenting Brethren in Scotland, when they ſee 
em Profeſs ſuch a ſtrange Popiſh Doctrine, that They believe Her Na- 
feſey to be Supreme in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; will pro- 
nounce their Brethren, here in Fng/and, Schiſmaticks : The Royal 
Supremacy being a Notion fo Monltrous, that the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines were never able to ſwallow, nor indecd theſe Men them- 
- felves, rodigeft it. For tis a Doctrine, that lies ſo heavy and lick 
upon out Author's Stomach, that we find he could nar carry it out 
to the End of his Book, but ſecretly diſgorges the nauſeous Load, 
in a Corner of this Treatiſe. Theſe Double-Dealcrs, it ſeems, are 
never at a loſs for a private Salvo to relieve their Conſciences at a 
- Pinch, and can, with a good Grace, Lye backwards and for- 
. wards, and ftick not poſitively to Recant this Occaſional Decla- 
ration, in as direct Expreſſions denying what they ſo ſol mnly 
here affirm. But they ſcorn to be Slaves, cither to their Words, 
or Principles, and deſpife à little Inconſiſtency in either. And there- 
fore we need not wonder, why ( according to the Uſual Way of 
Contradicting themſelves) they here both deny the Authority of 
Biſhops, and at the ſame time tell us, They hold it Laowful: If fo, 
Why don't they fubmit to it ? The Scruples they pretend can never 


juſtify em in this: For thoſe muſt be founded either upon Scrip- 


rare, or Conſcience: The Former cannot be, becauſe they allow 
he Order Lawful, and conſequently not Repugnant to Scripture. 


Nor the Latter, becauſe as their Own beſt Caſuiſts maintain, 


Jenſcience ought to fubmit to Grvernment, in all Lawful Matters. 


P. XX. But, for a Juſtification of the Diſſenters Principles and 
nnocence, Our Author is pleas'd to produce a very fingular Ar- 
zument by "Appealing to the Dutiful Behaviour of their Brethren 


in Scotland, for a confutation of that Fam d Maxim, No Biſhop, no King. 
Now, if the Scotch Loyalty isto- be the Sranding-Teſt, and Meaſure 
of that of our Diſſenters in England, Ideſire to put the Controverſy, 
detwixt Us and Them, on no better a Deciſiod, The Wiſe King, 
that was the Prophetical Author of this Maxim, James the Fi i, 


* 


ſaw: the infalkbile Truth of it, both in the Pc of of His Subjects, 

1 Ss | | the Rebellions of 
that Nation have bin ſo many Fatal Proofs of it. Have not all 
theit Solemn Leagues and Covenants, even down to that they En- 


and Conſtitution of his Government; and al 


rer'd into, on H T Majefty's Ace ſion to the Throne, run in one 
cominued Strain, for the Aboliſhment of Monarchy, as well as 


Epiſcopacy? And, have they not always made Good their En- 
Setments, in the Extitparion' of Both, when twas in their, 
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ſame $peczes of Government in Church and State, where they are 
Incon porated, the one ſhould ſubſiſt without the other ; or, which 
is impoſſible, with That which is utterly oppoſite to, and there- 
fore Inconſiſtent with it. Have not all the Troubles and Di- 
ſaſters, which have bin brought of late Years on this Kingdom, 
proceeded in a great Meaſure from the Turbulency and Faction 
of the Scorch? And, bave not our Diſſenters. in England conſtantly 
Join'd with them, when their Rebellion was advance d ta a Matu- 
rity? For, they have always kept a Correſpondence, as an In- 
ſeparable Fraterpity, both in Practice as well as Principle; and 
will, by their Conjunction, if not timely prevented, prove once 
more the Downfal of our Crown and Mitre; and this they have 
openly Threaten'd us with, in their ſeditious Pamphlets. Tho' Her 
Majeſty, like Her Royal Grand Father, has condeſcended almoſt 
below Her Dignity, to Gratify that Inſatiable People, thu? ſhe had 
ſubmitted to the Subverſion of the Epiſcopal-Church. among them, 
and had Eſtabliſh'd Presbytery on Its Ruines ( which the. Bleſſed 
Martyr ſo ſeverely repented he had done, and Which he acknow- 
ledg'd the Fundamental Cauſe of his Miſery ) yet this wou'd not 
Satisfy their Unreaſonable Demands, without the utter Extirpati- 
on of Epiſcopacy in England, which they Declar'd in a Body of 
700, Or more, in open Rebellion at Cairntable Sanqubair; and o- 
ther Borough-Towns in Scotland, May 20. 1703, fixing Declarati- 
ons on the Market-Croſſes, That They Renounc dl ANN E Princeſs 
of Denmark, from being their Queen, unleſs ſhe would Aboliſh and Root- 
out Epiſcopacy in England; and thereupon enter'd into a Solemn 
League and Covenant, to Diſperſe this Declaration throughout 
the Kingdom, in the Name of all the true Presbyterians in Scotland; 
and this ar a time whilſt the Parliament was Sitting, in the Face, 
and with the Conniyance of the Government, And can any Man 
be ſo Sottiſh as to think, they will not make their Words Good, 
now they are permitted to be in Arms? If our Nation does not 
feel the 11i-conſequence of Truſting Power, in their Hands, They 
have boih chang'd themſelves, and their Old Scheme of Politicks. 
Let the World then judge, how far Her Majeſty can depend on the 
Dutitul Behavicur Of the Diſſenters in England, when they Appeal 
here to that of the Scorch, as their Meaſure and Example. Perhaps 
they will have the Face to Deny this, as they do all Matters of 
Fact, that Exhibit their Principles and Deſigns ; and particularly, 
the Solemnizing that Diſmal, Thirtieth of January, in Scandalous and 
Opprobrious Feaſting and Teſting in their Calves-Head-Clubs, They 
tel us, They cou d Wiſh, and they Hope, and they are Apt to Believe, 
that there are no ſuch things done; and if they are done, they are ve- 
ry forry for it , and that they are ſure the Diſſenters were never Guil- 
ry of ſuch @ Baroarous end Inhuman Rite, #3 is the Inſulting the Me- 

moy 


WEL. + 
mory of a Vertuous and Unfortunate Prince; and, that they Hope, that 
none, that Breath the ſame Air with Her Majeſty, can be Guilty of it. 
And indeed "tis Pity, that thoſe, who are Guilty of it, ſhould 
Breath the ſame, or. any Air at all. But this Solemnity (as our 
Author here calls it) is ſo far from being Pra#ic'd in Secret, or a 
Suſpicion Groundleſs and Falſe, that it has bin Openly Celebrated in 
All the Populous and Trading-Towns of this Kingdom, eſpecially 
ſince the Revolution, And was it not high Time to make a 
Complaint of this Enormous Crime to Her Majeſty, which fo 


Baſely and Daringly Reflected upon that Bleſſed Perſon (from 


whom ſhe has the Honour to Deſcend, ) to the Affront of our Laws, 
and Her Own, and the Church's Diſgrace, as- well as Danger? 
Whether this Deteſtable Practice is not a ſad and ſufficient Proof, 
of the Preſent Diſſenters retaining the Rebellious Principles of the laſt Age, 
let even themſclves Judge, and whether they Deſerve not to be e- 
qually Puniſh'd, for the Crimes of their Predeceſſors. 
P. XXII. Since upon the Whole then it appears, That the Diſſen- 
ters have no Principles or Intereſts concurring, to aſſure Her Maje- 
% of their Fidelity: and, ſince they have done ſo many Facts, and 
bold ſuch Pernicious Principles, that "ought to "raiſe a Di#truſt 
of them in Her Majefty, they have no Reaf.n to promiſe themſelves, 
that She will by any Means, be Engag'd, either to maintain the Diſ- 
ſenting Aſſemblies, or Academies to the next Generation; or, to 
Allow em any Powers, or Capacities of Dethroning Her Majeſty, Sub- 
verting the Church, and Enſlaving the Kingdom. ; 
Having thus repreſented the Diflenters in their true, proper Co- 
lours, and unmask'd all their ſeditious and dangerous Deſigns, 
in the fallacious Pretences of this Author, Not through any Pri- 
vate Deſign, or to bring Difficaltics and Uneaſineſs on Her Majeſty, 
and the Public; but through a Steddy Adherence to the true Intere#} 
7 Her Majeſty, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, to ſecure Both which, 
s the only Deſign of theſe Remarks: Having ſhewn the utter In- 
conſiftency of the Difſenters Principles and Practices with any Mo- 
narchy, and particularly that of England, Ve may juſtly Pray the 
Almighty, by whom Kings Reign, and Princes decree Fuflice, to bleſs 
Her Maje#ty with the Diſcernment of an Angel of God; and, in Or- 
der to render Her Government eaſy to her Self, and a continued Bleſſing 
to Hey People, that he would vouchſafe to Her Majeſty a perfet Know- 
ledge of her traeft Friends the" ſincere Members of the Church of Eng- 
land and the moſt bitter aud imp cable. Enemies of Her Perſon and 
Government, the . whole Pet ' of the” Diſentert, aud grant She may 
never Truſs any of Theſe, or Diſtru#t any of Thoſe. . s 


— — — —-—-— — — re I II 
* See this Matter prov'd in Mr. Weſley's Two Traatiſes on the Subject, us had 
the Misfortane to be Educated among them, and was therefare capable of diſcovering 
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OF THE. 55 


Church of ENGLAND, 
ASSERTED and PRO VD. 


In ANSWER to the REVIEW. of the 
: Diſſenters CASE, ee e win 


P. 1. W T may ſeem very ſurprizing, that an Author who pretends 
to appear an Advocate for the Diſſenters in a Review of their 
Caſe, ſhou'd introduce it with a Declamation concerning the 
Eagerneſs and Frequency of thoſe Attacks, that have bin lately 
made upon 'em, and the Reluctancy which they have ſhewn 
in Replying. Which is here farther aſcrib'd to their Nam of Leiſure 
for-Controverſy, and Receſs from Buſineſs, to the ill Tendency of Diſputes, 
and their Conſciouſneſs of their own Innocence, which they THINK fo 
manifeſt to all Impartial Judges as to need no Apology: and to the weak and 
inſufficient Arguments of their Ad verſaries, und the unanſwer able Defences 
of their Friends. All which Reaſons; for the Diſſenters long Silence, 
cou'd not yet reſtrain This very idle Fellow, from being forward to engage 
in this Controverſy, hom ſoe ver incapable of doing either good Service to his 
own Party, or Harm to the other Side. But it ſeems he expected to have 
gain'd no {mall Honour, by Encountering à late Champion f the Church, 


with whom this Doughty Heroe has preſum'd 26 Enter he Lifts, not 
upon any Religions Account, but chiefly to avoid the Imputation of Com- 


c ardice. Now to ſhew the Vanity and Falſhood of this Repreſentation, . a 
3 we need only appeal to the ſmall and impef fect Specimen annex'd of Appendix, 


a Books Publiſh'd, withim a few Years, by a Single Party of the Diſſenters, 
; againſt the Eſtabl d Church: to which if we add that Legion of Trea- 
ſonable Pamphlets and Libels they have ſet ont and diſpersd againſt 

the State, together with the Schiſmatical and Seditious Writings of 

their other Sects within the ſame Period, it will abundantly appear,' 

that our Author's Reaſons againſt Engaging in Diſputes, drawn from 

the ill Influence they have on Religion and Society, condemns the Conduct P. 2. 
of his own Faction. For theſe are ſo many undeniable Inſtances to 
prove, that Neither the Obligations of Chriſtian Charity, nor that 


vo n * 


(a) Sedlate- 


— 
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2 Ie Rights of the Church of England 


"Sedateneſs of Mind, fo abſolutely neceſſary for the Diſcovery of Truth 
cou'd Apen from that 33 — Spirit, 42 Re- 
roach, which gives ſuch an Edge to Mens Minds and Expreſſions, and 
P. 1. W provoR'd em to break the Tyes of Love, the Band of Civil and Reli- 
gious Perfection. Has not this caſt em into ſuch unreaſonable and inde- 
cent Paſſions, as has always thew'd a Greater Contern for themſelves 
than their Arguments. A Demonſtration, that they don't think that 
their Conduct fpexks ſufficiently for it ſelf, without having Recourſe to Vin- 
dications and Apolegies ;, that howeve Bey Flatter'd themſelves, that 
P.2. their Doubling Behaviour was label, ey cou'd not ſtand acquitted 
from the, Charge of the moſt Abominable and Damning Hypocriſy in 
their Orcafiongh. Onmmunien';z and that the Lords Reaſons. for it, were 
not, en in theirOpirtion, of ſuch Weight and Force, as not to need 
their Additional Fallacies. This indeed Was a Practice ſo ſcandalouſly 
wicked, that it Was not in the Power of Humane Reaſon to Excuſe, 
much leſs to Juſtiſy it; and which the 3 they pretend to the 
— 5 Chur h and, the Sinceriiy pe owe both God and Man, niuſt ſtand 
in everlaſting Oppoſition to. .Yet we are told, That the Diſſenters have, 
out of Charity, Occaſionally Conform'd to the Church of England, at 

P. 2. veel. * 
Her Invitation to doit: Which is very fallly inferr'd from a miſtaken 
Paſſage in a Sermon Freachd by then a Private Fresbyter of that 
Church, which contains his bare Complaint of the Diſſenting Miniſters, 
for not acquainting their People with what they granted themſelves, that 
our Church was a Lamful Church, and ſuch as might, in ſome Cajes be 
conform d to, And this Learned Writer, to preyent.a Miſconſtruction 
| of his. Words, ſoqu after Publiſh'd a Tr-atiſe in Defence of that Ser- 
| mon, wherein he proves. at large, that i, Occaſional Conformity to any 
Church is Lanful, conftant. Coimumion with it, is a Duty . As little 
* can the Sinterity of Ocedſional Conformity be vindicated, becauſe it is 
.- 2 pretended, that i? was in Uſe long before any Shew of Intereſt coil d tempt 
it} 3. the Diſſenters to it, But When this Practice aroſe, or what Motives 
| gave it Birth, we ſhall not here debate, ſince tis plain for what Rea- 
| ſons they continue it, who only attend our Church, when induc'd. by 


Intereſt. Did they | metimes Communicate out of a Principle of 
Conſcience or Charity, the ſame Principle wou'd be of Univerſal and 
Eterhat Obligation, and equally 'periwade' at all times, to a conſtant 
Communion, . when their Ambition or Advantage are not to be ierv'd 
= oy Re. FO WOE 1 7" | f 3 

-»* But it is here to be obſerv'd, to prevent future Miſtakes, that our 
Author has induſt riouſly, or ignorantly, faln into the ſame Common 
Exror, that all the Defenders of Occalional Conformity have com- 
mitted before him, in confounding an Occaſional. hearing of Prayers 

and Sermons in our Church, with an Occaſional S«cramenral Confor- 
mity in the Bleſſed Euchariſt. The firſt, is indeed an Action, which 
no one can juſtify, that believes the Terms. of our Communion, and 
the Conſtitution of our Church unlawful, which no Man can joyn in 


the Ig tions, or, forc'd to it by the Duty, of a ſecular Poſt. or 


* 


—— — —— 


* | —— 
* Bp, Stilluigfleet's Unreaſonatleneſs of Separation, Part, 2. Set, 17. 
5 | +; | | BE; With- 


without Sin, that is perſwaded in his Conſcience” ef their Illegality. 
But this, Former Confommity is not the Matter, at preſent, in Debate, 
nor what this Lam ſo much clamonr'd againſt, was deſign'd to reſtrain ; 
but the Latter, which was a Practice not known among the Diſſenters, 
till of late, finding themſelves excluded all Civil Offices, by the Teft 
and Corporation Afts, to preſerve their Intereſt, they thought it con- 
venient to relinquiſh their old Opinions, and to train their Conſciences 


6. Mﬀerted, and, Prad. 


( which before cou'd not admit an indifferent Ceremony) to Ne | 


with what they held betors to be the gròſſeſt Idotatry.: > Fhis ſcandal- 


ous Abuſe, of the moſt lacred Part of our. Religion; the Bill againſt | 
Occaſional Conformity was intended tob prevent, As making the Re- 


e 


ception of the Lord's Supper the moſt reproachful Umbrage of the 


© blackeft Iniquity, and a woeful Rock of Offence to all Pious and 


© Unteizned Chriſtians, and as Jerting in Rebels and Schiſmaricks into 
© the Offices of the Church and State, and thereby endangerwsg both; 


© and, us being as inconfiſterzt with the Diſſenters own Principles, as 


© with the Laws, which were not a ſufficient Guard for the Church 
© or State, without this further Security, becauſe they had found out 
a Means of evading their power, At Which wejzhty Arguments, 
produc'd by the Honourable the Houſe | of Commons, and 10 fully demon- 


ſtrated by that Learned and Iugenious Member of it, Sr. Humphry 
Mac kworth, ſeen to me, by this Author's good Leave, not ſo Light and 


Trivial, having as yet receiv'd not the leaſt Confutation, either from 
him, or any other Writer. So that we are ſtill at a-Lofs, to conceive 
how the Diſſenter's Cauſe can lay any more Claim te Hoeſiy than Rea. 
ſon, or that their Rights were oppreſs'd: by this Bill in Agitation only; 


% 


Or, That their Lordſhips Credit and Authority ( whiehthey ſtand fo juſtly 
Po 


ed of) was ſo much entreasd by their being 1 for the Dife 
ſenters, as this Author pretends ; or, that thoſe Noble Lords, that Voted: 


for Paſſing the Bill, do not ſtand in as much Credit as thoſe that Voted 


againft it. It is a ſtrange way of Reaſoning from the ill Succeſs, that 


the Bill met with, to its real Merits ; an Argument which never fail'd 
to bear hard upon the Church, and may ſerve to juſtify the worſt Per-/ 
ſecutions it has ſuffer d from its proſperous Enemies: But, I think, it 
may, without any Derogation from their Lordſhip's Honour, be aſfirm'd, 
that the whole Houſe of Commons Voting for the Bill (Who ate: ſup- 
pos'd to be the Repreſentatives of the Majority of the Nation) is, at 
leaſt, as good an Argument to defend it, as ſome of the Lords and Fifhops 
Voting againſt it, is to Condemn it. | 

Having thus ſhewn the contemptible Weakneſs of this Author's Int ro- 
duction to this Diſcourle, we proceed to examine his Review of the Dif- 
ſenter's Rights, SIG his own Method obſerv'd in it, Anſwering it 
Paragraph by Paragraph. 2 


1. Firſt, We will conſider the Reaſons for their ſtated Diſſent. 
2, Secondly,” For their Occaſional Conformity. | | 
3. A The Right which they claim to an Unlimited Indulgence, 
an : 1 
4. Laſtly, Of what Ad vantage the Allowance of this Claim wou'e be 
to the Government. (a2) FP. 6. Firſt, 


P. z. 


Sd. 1. 


— 


Ie Rights of the Church of England 


P. G. Firſt, Their Reaſons for their Stated Diſſent. amount to this, 
* That the Morſhip due to God, is what a Reaſonable Creature thinks moſt | 
acceptable to him, and that therefore Diſſenters, who have not this 
* Opinion of the Way of Worſhip, eftabliſy'd by Law, muſt either forbear 
all Adoration of the Deity, or adore him in a different Way : That it 
* matters not whether they are miſtuken, or no, ſince all Men muſt act ac- 
© cording to their Apprehenſions, whether true, or erroneous. Now, if 
the Worſhip due to God, be always what a Reaſonable Creature 
judges to be ſo, then the various and contradictory Opinions of Men 
ruſt be the Meaſures of it. W hereby the moſt barbarous and ridi- 
culous Ways of Adoration wou'd be entitl'd to the Divine Acceptance, 
and a ſincere Pagan, or Mahometan, wou'd ſerve God as acceptably as 
the moſt knowing and devout Chriſtian. This is not more an Abſurdity, 
than a neceſſary Conſequence of that Poſition, That the Wor ſhip due to 
God, from a Reaſonable Creature, muſt be what ſuch a Creature judges 
moſt acceptable to him, A Man indeed may be bound to obey the 
Dictates of an Erronious Conſcience, yet if he miſtakes Evil for Good, 
he will not thereby perform the Obedience due to God: In ſuch a 
Caſe, tho' tis a Sin to act counter to his Perſwaſion, 'tis as truly a 
Sin to act according to it; ſince our Opinions can't alter the Nature 
of Things, or the Meaſures of Duty, or make God's Laws the Reverſe 
of what they are. This our Author might have learn'd from that 
FudicionsPrelate he appeals to, and that very Diſcourſe that he cites. 
To ſuppoſe that every Man may follow the Dictates of his Opinion 
without Siu, gives a düftmet Infallibility to the Reaſon of every Indivi- 
dual Man, Ind makes all Contradictions equally true. If this Funda- 
mental Principle, which is laid down as the Grand Baſis and Poſtulatum 
of this fallacious Treatiſe (and upon which is plac'd the whole Streſs 
of a Stated Diſſent ) prove falſe, as it mult, if there be any Truth in 
the World, the whole Foundation of the Diſſenter's Separation is en- 
tirely overturn'd. | 8 . 

P. 8. Having thus taken a General View of the Separatiſt's Reaſons, 
in their united Force, for their Stated Diſſent, let us next, with 
our Author, examine em in Par:icular, Firſt, Thoſe Reaſons by which 
they juſtify their Departure from the Eſtabliſh d Church; Secondly, 
Theſe upon which they more immediately found their Obligation to Cum- 
municate with other Religious Societies. Firlt, Te. Diſſenters THIN R 
it neceſſary to ſeparate from a Caurch , which has ſo many unneceſſary 
Rites and Ceremonies, to alert their Freedom from all Human In: 
prſirtens. .,;To ſtate this Matter rightly, we muſt conſider what 
Power God has inveſted the Chureh with. Our Bleſſed Saviour 
having delegated the ſame Power to the Apoſtles, and by the In- 
tervention of them, to their Succeſſors, which he himſelf had re- 


Job. 20 21 ceiv'd ; having ſent them as his Father had ſent him; They conſequent- 


ly, by giving Laws to his Church, do not Ezcroach upon his Authority, 
but only execute his Commiſſion, without extending it to any un- 
juit Latitude, and that without the leaſt Violation of our C,riftian Li- 
verry, Which may be -preſerv'd inviolable , Whilſt their Injunctions 

1e. 


PS 


| | Aſſerted and Proel. 35 
a reſtrain us from the Actual Exerciſe of it. For the true Nature of 
Chriſtian Liberty conſiſts, not in a Freedom of Practice, in arbitrarily 
doing or forbearing things urdetermin'd by the Divine Law, but in a 
Freedom of Judgment, in eſteeming ſuch to be neither neceſſary, nor fin - 
ful in themſelves, and is then wy infring'd, when we do, or forbear 
them, without this Opinion of their Hdiſferency. St. Paul, the great 
Patron and Aſſertor of it, declares, That fhoud his Meat make 
his Brother to offend, he would eat no Fleſh while the World ſtand- 
eth, leaſt he ſhoud make his Brother offend : Shewing by this In- 
ſtance, how well his Chriſtian Liberty might be preſerv'd entire, under 
a perpetual Reſtraint of its Exerciſe, than which, Peſitive Humane 
Laws cannot lay it under greater Confinement. Nor can theſe Laws, 
by enjoining the Uſe, or Forbearanceof Things Indifferent in their own 
ature, conſtitute any thing neceſſary to Salvation, which God has not 
made ſo. This can never be pretended, when a Church preſcribes 
Rites and Ceremonies, only as conducive to the Regularity ard Solem- 
nity of Divine Worſhip, not as abſolutely, and in themſelves neceſſary 
to Salvation. For the Neceſſity, which they derive from this Injuncti- 
on, is only Relative and Conſequential, ariſing purely from a Com- 
mand ſuppos'd, which if they can't receive, without an Unwarrantable 
Alteration in Religion, then by Parity of Reaſon, the Civil Magiſtrate 
has not the Power to enjoin any thing undetermin'd by God's Law, 
how requiſite ſoever for the Publick Good: Since he makes thereby 
the ſame- Alteration in Mens Duty, and the Terms of their Salva- 
tion, obliging em to do ſome things for Conſcience ſake, which, antece- 
dent to his Command,. they might have- omitted without. Scruple. 
For theſe Reaſons, a Command that Men ſhould receive the Bleffed 
Euchariſt, in the ſignificant, tho' indifferent Poſture of Kneeling, is 
not the leaſt Uſurpation upon their Conſcience, being warranted by 
thofe General Directions of St. Paul, to do All things decently, and in 1 Cor. 14. 
Order, and to obey thoſe who have the Rule aver, us, a ſufficient Foundation 40. 
for all Eccleſiaſtical, innocent Ceremonies; and Obedience to ſuch a Heb. 13, 
Command is conſiſtent with the greateſt Freedom of Judgment and 16: 
Conſcience, ſince the Ground of that Obedience is not any ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of the thing commanded, but the Neceſſity of obey- 
ing our Lawful Governours, in all things that are left by God under 
their Diſcretion, and are concluded under no Divine Prohibition. Theſe 
Principles of Univerſal Freedom from Humane Impoſitions, ſtrike at the 
Root of all Government, as well Civil as Eccleſiaſtical, and ſuper- 
ſede the Power of all Laws in either. I can't here think my ſelf 
oblig'd to vindicate our Church from Frcroachmentsupon that Autho- 
rity, which God has lodg'd in any Members of either Families or 
Churches, ſince her Advertary accuſes her for it, withqat offering at the 
leaſt Proof or Inſtance, and that in ſuch general and looſe Expreſſions, 
as don't admit of any certain Interpretation or Reply; and argue no- 
thing ſo much, as that a fair Propoſal of this Objection, would have 
too much difplay'd the deſpicable Weakneſs of it. But we ought not 
here to forget that thele Men, who have ſuch an irrecon- 
cileable Averſion to all Humane Impeſitions, cou'd formerly in 
| England, 


1 Cor. 8. 
I 3. 


The Riehts of the Church of Frgland 


England, as their Brethren do now in Scotland, puniſh the Profeſſors of 
the Dottrines of the Epiſcopal Church, with Impriſonment, Confiſca- 
tion of Goods and Eſtate, Baniſliment, and foretimes Death; which 
forſooth, is no Violation of Chriſt:a, Liberty, But the Truth is, the 
Chriſtian Liberty the Diſſenters plead for, is an unbounded Licence to 
think an act as they pleaſe, in Contradiction to all wholſome Laws, 
that theſe ſingular, wild, Self-Opinzators ſhallr-proach as wovel, fanciful 
and corrupt; a comprehenſive Account of their own Enthußaſtick Faith 


and Religion, 


P. 8. 5. II. The ſecond Reaſon for Stated Nonconformity, is the Want 
of a further Reformationin the EA IT H and Worſhip of the Church of 
England. Now thoſe Articles of Faith, the Profellion of which, is a 
Condition of Communion in our Church, are ſumm'd up in the three 
Creeds, thoſe Forms of ſound Werds, that contain the Firſt Principles of 
the Oracles of God, Which Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, at the Re- 
formation, all Proteſtant Churches ſabſcrib'd, and at preſent do, or ought 


to adhere to. The ſame Rule of Faith obliging em to retain the Belief 
and Profeſſion of theſe, which required 'em to renounce the Anti- 
Chriſtian Errors of Popery. Our Author, not having repreſen- | 


ted the particular Exceptions of his Party, againſt theſe excellent 
Summaries of our Faith, and ſo many learned V indications and Ex 
ſitions being extant in our own Language, I ſhall think it needleſs to 


add any Apology for em; But ſhall be more particular upon this Head, 


when our Author has told us, what Articles of our FAITH-.we are 
delir'd to ſacrifice to Peace and Unity, and the Scruples of our Diſſent- 
ing Brethren: Whether they can't ſtatealy join with us in our Profeſſi- 
on of the Doctrine of the Trinity, the Incarnation, Satisfaction or Re- 
ſurre&ion of Chriſt ;, by diſcarding which or how many Branches of 


our Creed, they deſire to equal the Honour due to our 3 for re- 


jecting the Abſurdities of the Roman Church; And whether their Am- 
bition to imitate "our in the perfect Reformation of the Faith, will be ſa⸗ 
tisfy'd, till, according to the Scheme of their Great Patron, they have 
contracted it into Ohe Article; and laſtly, whether the Profeſſion of 
this One, ought to be rigorouſly inſiſted on? But upon Examination, 
Innovations in the eternal Worſhip of our Chufch, will appear as un- 
neceſſary as Innovations in her Faith and Doctrine. Her Ceremonies 
are grave and decent, neither diſtracting Mens Devotion by their Va- 
riety, nor leſſening it by the Difficulty of their Performance. Many 
of 'm recommended by the venerable Authority of the Primitive 
Church; Others endear'd to us by the Practice of the Holy Apoſtles, 
and even the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf. And all of them 
warranted by their great and peculiar Signiticancy, their 'admirable 
Fitneſs to expreſs What is intended by them. By the Advantage of our 
Liturgy, as og a Set-Form, our Congregations offer up their Prayers 
with greater Underſtanding of what they ask, than the Separatiſts can: 
with more aſſurance that it is good and acceptable to God, and with. 
out Interruption in their fervent Attention to it, either from the Weak- 
nels or Failares of their Teachers, or the Admiration of their Abilities. 
And he that further contiders the Excellency of this Set-Form, how 

peculiarly 
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no Humane Compolure wants. leſs Amendments } an 


' ſecular Intereſt need be made uſe of; an 
the darkeſt Ignorance,or moſt inveterate Prejudice muſt be requir'd. An 


* thers 't 


© AﬀerttdandProvid, © a 


peculiarly it is ſuited even to the private Caſes and«þ ccaſions of all 


that uſe it, how well, it expreſſes our awful Diſtance from God, and yet 
. cloſe Dependance on him, through the Merits of our Redeemer, how 
qualify'd it is to excite in its Hearers thoſe Affections, upon. which the 


Prevalence and Acceptance of Mens Prayers 3 muſt own, that 


the moſt obſtinate Frowardnels, and perverſe Itch of Change, can in- 
duce Men to inſiſt upon either its Aboliſhment, or Alteration, as the 
Condition of their Conformity. * To recommend ſuch a Liturgy as this, 
to any One's Admiration, no Sn Proſpects, no Perſwaſions of 
d to condemn it with Sincerity, 
what elſe, bur theſe corrupt Cauſes, Join'd with Envy, Pride, and Am- 
bition, cou'd induce theſe Adverſaries of our Church to require to ſee it 
diſrobed and ſtript of all its Emoluments and Honours, the greateſt Eye- 
Sore and Blemiſh (as they call it) that Blinds their Sight, and is that Vail 
which they wou'd have taten away, to expoſe it naked and defenceleſs 
to Contempt and Poverty. Here indeed we are oblig'd to our Author, 
for not exerciſing that Hypocriſy he juſtifies, but plainly ſpeaking out 
the Senſe of His Party; the Church, it ſeems, to make her Reformation 
Perfect, muſt be diſmantV'd of her Fortifications without, as well as her 
Doctrines within; her Lands and Dignities confiſcated into the Enemies 
Hands, to compound for their Conformity. Then doubtleſs the Way 
will be open for them, all Objections remov'd, and Plunder and Sacri- 
ledge will iron purify and cleanſe it. But we have not yet ſo 
much forgot what Effects this Chriſtian Way of Refor anc e in 41 had 
upon it, to deſire to ſee the ſame lamentable Tragedy Kted over again ; 


and we hope this charitable Author, and his Pious Brethren, wall excuſe 


us complying with their kind Propoſals, tho he do envy their Foref a- 
rs 'the Honour of having it on foot, and are ſo ambitious of carrying it 
on to a greater Perfection, and of imitating their happy Spirit, by removing 


' theſe worldly Obftacles of ne Piety, which their Anceftors ſuſ er'd to re- 
| main, only to bring over the Roman Catholicks, This indeed, would be 
a moſt effectual way to follow the Arabian Proverb, as our Author calls 
it, to put out the Churches Eyes to make her ſee Clearly. To anſwer which 


learned and wiſe Aporhegm with as good an Application, this would be 7 


much the ſame ſort of Remedy the Phyſician practic'd upon the Old 
 Wemian in the Fible, whom they cur'd of her Blindneſs, by ſtealing all 


her Plate and Jewels. But I hope our Church will ſtand in need of no 
ſuch Religious racks and Satt, Mountebants, whoſe Cure (to go 
quits with our Author for his Proverb ) is alway worſe than the Du- 


_ eaſe. 


P. g. S. III. And fince it therefore appears, that the Church of Eng- 


land is guilty of no ſinful In peſit uns, nor wants any Keformation in her 
Faith and Worthip, the Diſſenters can be under no Obligations to Form 


themſelves into Separate Religious Socteties, and to erect Private Conventi- 
cles, under the fallacious and arrogant duppoſition of being Churches, 
which our Author after wards, with more Truch and Modeſty, calls by the 
proper Name of Confederac ies, being ſo many Combinations of Schiſm and 

1 Rebellion, 


that nothing but 


The Rights of the Church of England. 


Rebellion, that prohane the Name of a Church, by the F agg 
cation of it to Barns and Stables; as if ſuch Places could be ſanctify d 
by their unclean Gueſts, and become the Houſe or Temple of God, 
P. 9. $. IV. Nor will the Edification, or Diſcipline, they pretend to 
be found in their feparate Congregations, prove a better Juſtification 
of them. For neither of theſe Spiritual Advantages, Which they 1o 
vainly boaſt of, in the Choice of their Teachers, and the Correction and 
Reproof o their Aſſemblies, can be any Ways ſo viſible among them, as 
they preſume they are deficient in the Church. As for the Choice of 
One's own Paſtor, it is a thing as contrary, to Reaſon, as Scripture, and 
the pureſt Practice of both the Jewiſh, as well as Chriftian Church. 
For thoſe who ſtand in the greateſt Need of Information in any kind, are 
upon that Account leaſt capable of judging, who can beſt inform them. 
Since to diſcern the Superwrity of One Man's Knowledge above Ano- 
ther's, ſome conſiderable Skill in what they profeſs, is requiſite. For 
which Rea'on the Generality of toe Chriſtians, ſo few of whom, for 
want either of Leiſure, or Diligence in the Study of Religion, are 
qualify'd to eſtimate the Abilities of the Paſtor, wou'd be more probably 
miſled by one choſen by themſelves, than by ſuch as ſhou'd be ajlign'd to 
them by One choſen by competent Judges. Beſides a Man is fo far 
from being ſure, that his own Choice in this Caſe is diſintereſted, that he 
ought very much to ſuſpect his own Prudence, and impartiality in it. 
Since the Generality of Men, ho are in Love with their Vices, muſt 
deteſt the beſt Qualification of a Paſtor, an undaunted Freedom in Re- 
roving, and liſten with the greateſt Complacency, to thoſe, who 
Propheſy [mooth things, and indulge Men in their Crimes, from whom 
they are never likely to hear, what ought, with the greateſt Force and 
Courage, to be put home to their Conſciences. Thus the moſt Edify- 
ing Teacher, that ever addreſs'd himſelf to the VV orld, has been hated 
and rejected by it, and even poſtpon'd to Scribes and Phariſees, becauſe 
their Deeds were evil. The very Original Ground of the Schiſm in the 
Church of Corinth, was the ſame, that is here alledg'd by the Diſſenters 
for their Separation from our Church, which was fo feverely repre- 
. hended by the Apoſtle: Some ſtyl'd themſelves the Followers of Paul, 
\ Cor. x ſome of Apollos, ſome of Cephas, and others of Chrijt. Let. their diffe- 
12. rent Opinion of theſe ſeveral Teachers, did not juſtify the formiug 
themſelves. into different Sects. Tho' St. Paul's. Bodily Preſence was in 
Cor. 10 He Eyes of ſome weak, and his Speech contenptible, who were more af- 
: i "  fefted with the Preaching of 1 4 Man eloquent and mighty in the 
47; 18, Scriptures; yet the Pretence of Profiting by Sermons, cou'd not warrant 
£4. their diſturbing the Order, and breaking the Unity of the Church : 
For their Edification depended, not ſo much on the Gifts, or Abilities of 
him that planted, or him that watered, as uponthe Bleſſed Operation of 
the Divine Spirit, that always gives the Increaſe. And, if we conſult 
the ancient Practice, both of the Jewiſh, as well as Cyriftian Church, 
we ſhall find, that in the Firſt, God by his own Authority immediately 
- conſtituted his ſacred Miniſtry; and in the Second, as our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour himſelf Elected and Commiſſion'd his Apoſtles and Diſciples to 
Preach the Goſpel to the Y Yorld ; ſo in the firit and pureſt Ages of 


© Chriſti. 


* 
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Chriſtianity, it is evident from the expreſs Teſtimony of Clemens 
Romanus, and St. Om, that the Paſtors were then appointed by 
the Apoltles, and their Succeſſors, the Biſhops, and that the People, 
in their Elections of them, were only Witneſſes of their Conſecration, 
barely expreſling their Approbation of thoſe, who were thus a 
pointes , that they were wel reported of for good Wege. 
Which Appeal to the People, the Church of England does admit of, 
in her Office of Ordination. Bat in the corrupter Ages of the Church, 
when its Rights began to be encroach'd on, and uſurp'd by the Laity, 
Popular Elections of the Clergy were, ſometimes for Peace, iregntacly 
allow'd, which yet afterwards prov'd of ſuch a contrary Effect, that 
the Church found her ſelf obliz'd to aſſert her own Right in the Deſig- 
ration of her Officers, to prevent thoſe Feuds and Diviſions, and even 
Murders, that were frequently committed, in thole Quarrels which al- 
ways attended theſe Elections of the * People. And among the many 
Inconveniences of it, this is not the leaſt, that the pernicious Princi- 
ples of Popery and Hereſy (which the People can never be ſuppos'd ca- 

able of diſtinguiſhing from the Truth) may, as they actually have 

n, inſtill'd into em by Jeſuits, and other Impoſtors in Diſguiſe, in 


Conventicles. But among the many Miſrepreſentations of this Author, 


he has, in this Point, done Injuſtice to the very Presbyterians themſelves, 
who do not ci allow their ſeparate Congregations, the Power of 
Electing their Miniſters, who are frequently impos'd upon them by 
their Elders and Synod. 3 
P. 10. S. V. As for the Objections againſt the Diſcipline of our Church, 
no one cou'd have expected her own Complaint of the Want of the ſtrict 
and rigorous Execution of Diſcipline in the Primitive Church, to have 
bin retorted upon her as a Reproach, when at the ſame time, ſhe ex- 
reſſes her zealous Wiſhes to ſee it reſtor'd, if the Circumſtances and 
nditions of the times would bear it. And much more ſurprizing is 
it to find this Cavil brought againſt us by the Diſſenters themſelves, 
who gave the firſt Riſe to, and have ever ſince bin the greateſt Cauſe 
of this Defect and Obſtruction of Diſcipline. For have they not always 
oppos'd what Diſcipline is left, and ſince the Toleration, taken care to 


Aer all Diſcipline ineffectual? The Defect whereof is here aſcrib'd 


to Two Reaſons, the Want of good Orders, or a good Conſtitution to er- 
ecute em. But what incoherent Nonſenſe is it to 5 2 that the 
Levelling and „ the Orders of the Church, ( whoſe Di- 
ſt inction is prov'd by the Teſtimony and Practice of all Antiquity, and 
which ſhews her ſtricteſt Conformity to the Primitive Model,) ſhould 
any ways contribute to the Reſtoration of Diſcipline z or, that the 


Conſtitution of the Church could be more impower'd to exerciſe its 


Diſcipline, by the Abolition of Epiſcopacy, which is eſſential to its 
Conſtitution? It can never be prov'd, that a Parity of Paſtors tends 
more to ſupport and retrieve the Diſcipline of the Church, than the 
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* Tee this Matter fully ſtated in Bp. Stillingfleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Sepa- 
ration, N 3, Seck. 25. 
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guperiority of ſome above others, any more than that Pohular Forms 
of Government are better adapted to the Execution of Juſtice than 
Monarchy, however theſe may be thought the Two Darling Princi- 


ples of the er rs Religion and Polity. But ſuppoſing there was 


ſuch a Defect of Diſcipline in our Church, as this Author would in- 
ſinuate, and the ill Examples of the Lives of its Members were a 
great Reproach to its Conſtitution and Government, yet even this was 
no {ufficient Plea for the Diſſenter's Separation from it. For the Num- 
ber and Impunity of its corrupt Members cannot Unſanctify the Re- 
ligious Services of the Reſt : Nor are theſe Services the leſs acceptable 
to God, becauſe: not ariſing from the Publick Fear of Cenſure and 
Penance, but rather ſhew'a more ſingular b of Mind, and a 
more duſ-intereſted Love of God, as perforin'd wittovt the Infinerce 
of Puniſhments, in Oppoſtiien. to ſo many ill Examples. So that no 
good Man's Concern for his own Salvation, cou'd induce him to ſepa- 


rate from any ſound Part of the Catholick Church, tho” its Diſcipline. 


ſhould be decay'd or imperfet, But here we may obſerve the Dif 
ſenters manifeſt Inconſiſtency with themſelves, for clamouring in this 
Paragraph for Diſcipline and in another part of this Pamphlet, de- 
claring againſt all Penalties whatſoever, as an Infrmgement on their 
Chriſtian Liberty: without which Penalties, no Diſcipline can ſubſiſt. 
Tho” at the ſame timewe are told, that thePrimitiveDilcipline is reſtor'd 


in the Diſſenting Congregations. But is Penance and Excommunica- 


tion in greater Perfection among them than in the Church "of England, 
or Who ever knew the real Exerciſe of any ſuch thing m a Conven- 
tice ? Or, if there be, it is kept ſo private, that we fiever heard of 
it, and muſt be a very odd_Way of correcting a Notrorions Offender. 
We ſhould be glad to know, if there is any fuck. Power, in whoſe 
Hands it is lodg'd, whether the Adminiſtration of it is. in their Clergy 
or People, ſeparately or jointly, how far it is extended, whether al- 
ways adapted and proportion'd to the Nature and Guilt of the Of- 
fence, whether exercis'd Judicially, in any Synod, Court or Con- 
ſiſtory, or Arbitrarily, at the Miniſter's Will, and in ſhort, how they 
came by this Power, and whoſe Commiſſion they act under, as Dele- 
gates. Have they Enacted or Puhliſh'd any Ecclefiaſtical Laws, In- 
junctions or Canons, Whereby the Diſcipline of their Congregations 


is to be regulated? Or are the Lives of their Members fo ſtrick and. 


exemplar y above thoſe of the Chinch of Englund, as to ſuperſede the 
Uſe of any ſuch Laws; Rather to ſpeak Truth, are not their Aſſem- 


blies the Receptacle of the moſt i and diſſolute Sinners, When 


caſt out of the Church by its Diſcipline, as unworthy its Commu— 
nion; There they never fail to find a. Sanctuary, and oftentimes to 
be Sainted and Canoniz'd for their Lewdneſs and Impiety, What a 


contradictory, abſurd Scheme, of Diſcipline has this Author here pro- 


pos'd , to reſtore it to the Church by taking it away from her, 
and in Order to comply with her Injunctions, to ere& Altars in De- 
fiance and Oppoſition to 'em, and to ſhew their Conformity by their 
Yepar ation. | | 


P. 11. Theſe 


n 
Le] 8 


. Aſſerted and Prowd, | 


P. 11; Theſe are all their Reaſons for their Stated. Diſſent, which 


we hope we have prov'd altogether invalid, as to a Stated Diſſent, 
but to thoſe that think 'em otherwiſe, they muſt at leaſt be conclu; 
five againſt their Partial Conformity to our Church. How far a Man 
is bound by his Erroneous Opinion, has been already conſider'd; and 
if the Diſſenters act like Men of Honeſt Principles (as they do fre- 
ently boaſt) it is impoſſible for any of em to Communicate with 
that Church which they equally Charge with Deficiency and Redun- 
dancy, without bringing on themielves the juſteſt Imputation of the moſt 
mexcuſable Hypocriſy; as allowing themſelves, on Occaſion, Partially 
to do thut, which they Totally Condemn : and which, according to the 
Poſition of this Author, is to Afront God, and defraud him of his due 
Honour, by giving him a Worſhip which is leſs, when it is in their own 
Powe; to give him what's more acceptable to him. 
* [OTH 3. CIUOBEATDOE EF de 75 | 
P. 12. F. I. For which Reaſon, thoſe that entertain this falſe No- 
tion of the Chutch's Deficiency and Redundancy, and their own Re- 
ligious Societies being preferable to it, cannot eſteem it a Good and Law- 
ful Church; and conſequently, according to the Argument of this 
Author, cannot in Conſcience 2 Conform to it: Becauſe 
(as he days) Every Man is bound to offer the moſt perfect and accepta- 
ble Service that he can to the Deity, And whilſt They thiak the Church 
25 guilty of introduc ing Impoſitions and Superfluities , and allowing ſ:ve- 
ral Defects in it, they muſt hold it to be an Unlawful: Church , and 
would be guilty of a Sin againſt their Conſciences if they ſhould 2 
to it. 80 that the Difſenters both Believe and Act a Contradiction 
in holding the Church, and their Conformity to it, both Lamful and 
Unlawful at the fame time. But this ſtuff is palliated with as weak 
an Argument drawn from their Charity, That they condeſcend to Be- 
lie ve great: Numbers of the Church- Men to be among the viſible Saints on 
Earth, and that they will make a good Part of the Church of the Firſt- 
Born in Haven. This Complement we are dbliged to em for, but 
they only give it us in order to have it return'd back upon themſelves, 
deſiring us to Believe the ſame of them, becauſe they Conform to us 
in the Sacrament. But ſhould we in Charity believe both them, and 
ſome Members of the Church of Rome, whole Ignorance is Invincible, 
to be of the Number of the Viſible Saints; yet ought we not to Con- 
form with the latter, in the Eucharift, whilſt we think 'em guilty of 
Idolatry, nor the Diſſenters indeed with us, whilſt they think us guilty 


of the ſame Crime, as their Authors tell us. For no Man can Com- 


municats with a Church, which he takes to be Erroneous, without in 
ſome meaſure partaking of its Errors: And therefore the Diſſenters 
muſt involve themſelves in the Guilt of thoſe Sins, which they falſly 
impute to the Church, whilſt they Partial) Communicate with Her, 
But {till the Diſſenters urge, That they do not joy with us in any faulty 
Parts of Worſhip, which would be Sin againſt their Conſcience, ( a ſtrange 
' Metaphyſical way of Conforming to a Church, by Alſtracling it from 
its Errors) but they Communicate with us in ſuch Things and Uccaſions, 
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in which they can do their Country and Religion Service, But on 
ſettling this ſingle Point, in a great meaſure, lies the Turn and Streſs: 


of this whole way} try If Occaſional Conformity to a Church, 
a 


which we take to be [legal (as our Author's Reaſons conclude ) be a 
Practice Evil in it lf, the Conſequences of it, can never alter its 
eſſential Malignity, nor the Advantages it produces, ever juſtify its 
Goodneſs, according to that Maxim of Eternal Truth, on the Viola- 
tion of which the Apoſtle has pronounc'd no leſs a Puniſhment than 
Frernal Damnation, That we oug/t never to do Evil that Good may come 
of it, Rom. 3. 8, The Diſſenters believe us to be gnilty of ſdolatry 
in the Sacrament, and yet can be Idolaters with us to ſexve their Re- 
ligion and Country; which in other words is, that they will ſtick at 
n0 Rnavery, or Hypocriſy, to ſerve themſelves. But can they ſeriouſly 
think us ſuch Fools, or are they themſelves ſuch Sots as to believe, that 
either God, or Man, the Church, or the Nation, can reap any Honour, 
or Benefir, from that which is the moſt ignominions Flam and Re- 
proach upon them? Our Church as little wants, as deſires the Service 
of theſe Frlas's, who wou'd only Kiſs and Complemeut her, more et- 
fectually to Betray her. But the fame Services that oblige them Occa- 
fionally to Conform to ſome Parts of our Worſhip (which they both al- 
low and condemn ) ſhou'd, if they were true to their Country, oblige 
em to a conſtant Conformity. But with what Shew of Reaſon or In- 
tegrity; can any One Sratedly Diſſent from what he holds it lawful Oc: 
caſionallj to Cmform to; unlets it be that he holds it only lawful upon 
the Account of ſecular Intereſt Occafionally to Conform to that, which 
he Sraredly Diſſents from, becauſe he holds it Simply unlawful ? As if 
the ſame hing was Abſolutely and Effentially a Sin, and Occaſionally no 
Sin at all. Do not theſe Men e deſerve that Character, that 
Sl. Paul gave of himſelf whilſt a Perſecuting Jew, and under a State 
of Sin, as one wou'd think was Propzetically ſpoken of em; Men that 
are carnal, and have a Law in their Members warring. againſt the Law 
of their Mind, bringing them into Captivity to the Law of Sin, which 
is in their Members, For that which they do, they allow not, and 
what they would that they do not, but what they hate that they do. 
or Happy is the Man that condemneth not himſelf in that thing which he 
aulome?!n, | 

P. 12. $. II. This Shuffling Author being beaten out of theſe falla- 
cious Subterfuges, has another Hold to retire to, out of which we will 
immediately Unkennel him: Tho he has labour d here to perplex his 
Reader, and loſe him in a Labyrinth of Sophiſtry. He has, we muſt 


confeſs, a very difficult Part to play, and ſtands in need of the Pity an 


Forgiveneſs of his own Party, for managing it fo untowardly. He en 
deavours here ro reconcile the Two vaſteit Contrarieties in Nature, 
that is the Occaſional Conformilt's Principles with his Prattice, and to 
vindicate him from the Inconſiſtency charg'd on him, in complying 
wien thoſe injunctions of the Church, which he affirms ro be Hecleſi- 
aſticul © ſ rpations and Encroachments on his Chriſtian Liberty, winch a0 
One can in Corfcience comply with. In order to which, he * 

| 2 
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betwixt the Tapoſition of an Indiſſerent I hing, and tlie Indi ferent Tiing 
Impos'd, aſſerting, that a Aan may not countenance and abet the Former, 
tho he don't altogether abſtain froni the latter. For tho conſtant 
Receiving the Sacrament. upon our Knees, wou'd he a Compliance with 
the Preſcription of our Rubrick, yet he who Generally receives.it in a 
different Poſture, and but Occaſionally in a Poſture of Kneeling, pays 
no Submiſſion, and gives no, Countenance to it. By the, dextrous Ap- 
plication, - of which Diſtinction, this Legerdemain Realoper doubts not 
to reconcile the Occaſional Uſe of all other Ceremonies with their 

otions of Chriſtian - Liberty; and Humane .. Impoſitions. To ex- 
amine this Matter cloſely, and. ſhew our Author's Inconſiſtency 
in Keaſoning, as much as that of the Occaſional Confurmiſt in 
Practice; we . muſt remember, that P. VIII of this Treatiſe, 
we are told, That a Command to kneel at the Sacrament is an 
Uſurpation on, Mens Confeiences, and an Authority that no. Commiſſion 
can be proauc'd to ſupport, that it is in it ſelf an Impeſttioa N O- 
VEL, FANCIFUL and CORRUPT, an. Encroachment on 
the Divine Right our Saviour has to give Lams to his Church, an In- 
trenchment upon the Liberty of his Subjects, an Alteration of Religion, 
and a Conſtituting e elſe neceſſary to pleaſe God, beſides that which 
he has. made ſo. And yet here we are told, that Kneeling at the Sa- 
crament is an indifferent Thing, perfeflly an Indifferent Thing, and 
which the Piſſenters may uſe, if they think fir, and that the Impaſit ion 
Aces not alter its Nature, or of an Indifferent Thing make it Unlawful. 
What wretched Shifts and Abſurdities is this dodging Writer put to, 
to caſt falſe Colours upon things whoſe Native deformity can never be 
conceal'd ? In one Place, itis an Uſurpation upon our Chriſtian Liberty, 
and in the Other none at all; there the Command makes it from In- 
different become $;zful, here it does not in the leaſt change its Nature; 
there he betrays his Chriſtian Liberty in complying with it, here he 
preſerves it Inviolable and Entire, Jay in bo | Poles the Impaſitien 
makes the. Action Lawful and Unlawful at the ſame time, in the Opim- 
en of the Diſſenters, which muſt debar them from concuring to it, abet- 
ting it, or. giving it any Countenance conſtantly, but Occafionally they 
may: As if a Sin by being practis'd once only, or a few times, were 
no din, and the frequency alone, or Continuation of it, gave the At a 
Malignity in its Nature, or, as if there was no Flagrancy in it, but 
What i Pa from Cuſtom. Our Author would have made an excelleut 
Caſuiſt for 44mm the Syrian, and helpt him out with this kind 
Salvo of His Idolatry. He could have ſeen no Harm in his Bowing 
in the Houſe of K'mmon Occaſionally with his Maſter, becauſe he kept 
his Commiſtion by it. Bat to reconcile theſe huge Contradictions, 
we are told, Page the Eighth That a Man may comply with the. 
2 not with the Principle upon which that Uſurpation is found- 
ed. 


Whoever Veluntarily complies with any T/urpation' upon his Chriſti- 
an Liberty, cavnot but be ſuppos'd to comply with a thing, which: 
he himſelf takes to be Illegal; Uſurpation implying an Encroach- 
ment on our Chriſtin Liberty : But whoſoever n 

| thing - 
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thing Illegal, mnſt either do it - againſt his Conſcience , know- 
ing the Injuſtice of it, or elſe ont of Ignorance, not underſtanding 
the Obliquity of-it ; The Diſſenters cannot do this out of Ignorance 
becaule they believe Kneeling at the Sacrament an Uſurpation, they muſt 
therefore comply with it againſt their Conſcience, unleſs they will own 
it a thing Legal in it ſelf, and then they ought to comply with it Un:- 
ver/ally. However, when they think it Legal or Illegal, they cannot 
deny but that they own the Authority that commands it, by comply- 
ing with it. For tis a moſt ridiculoũs Abſurdity, to ſuppoſe a Man to 
pay an actual voluntary Obedience to any Law, without acknozyledging 
the Legiſlator's Power, ſo that He that cominlys with an Vſrrp ation, cannot 
but comply with the Principle upon which it is foiided. From all which it 
is manifeſtly apparent, that t ie Propoſition, Which is laid down by that 
Worthy and Judicioms Senator, Sir Humphry. Mackworth, remains as yet 
Unanſiverable, notwithſtanding the Cobweb Diſtiction of this Author, 
That the occaſional Conformiſts Conforin to that m whith they Diſſent, 
and Condemn themſelves. in that which” they Allow, and are Guilty, of , a 
Wilful Sin, P. 6. 5. 5 6. And that to Diſſent fitedlyj from a Thing 
which they hold unlamful, and yet Occaſionally to Conform to the very 
fame thing, and hold it lamful, is a palpable and groſs Contradiction, if 
there is any ſuch thing in Nature. As tor our Author's Inſtance of Oc- 
caſionallj Eating Fleſh or Fiſh in a Popiſb Cotmtry, upon Wedneſday or Friday, 
or a Believing Corinthian” s eating Meats offer Uto Idoli, it proves nothing 
to his purpoſe, unleſs he can ſhew hat he wou'd inſinuate, That not 
only the Poſture we receive the Sacrament in, but the very Sacrament 
it ſelf, is a Thing altogether as Indifferent in its Nature, as either of 
the Inſtances he produces, CEL 


P. 14. $S. III. Having thus prov'd the Practice of the Occaſional 
Conformiſts to be Inconſiſtent with their Avow'd Principles, we proceed 
to conſider what our Author farther urges in their Juſtification, name- 
ly, That Occaſional Communion is a Practice built upon the Communion 
Saints, enjoin'd by the Rules of Charity, and Warranted by the Apoſtolical 
Example. But can this Writer be thought ſerious, or in earneſt to ſay 
this? Is the Communion of the Saints Occaſional , or are the Dif- 
ſenters Saints for uſing, Occaſional Communion ? The Communion of 
Saints is the cotiſtant uninterrupted Union of the inviſible Trium- 
phant Church in Heaven, with the viſible Catholick Church on Earth, 
m one Body, under one Head, Jeſus Chriſt, But, how can the Dil- 
ſenters pretend to be in Communion with the Body of Chriſt's Church, 
who being ſeparated from the Communion of the Church on Earth 
cannot lay any Claim to the Communion of that in Heaven? Much leſs 
can they defend either their Schiff, or Occaſional Conformity, by the 
Rules of Charity. + Whoever peruſes that admirable and full Deſcrip- 
tion of it, ſet down by the Apoſtle, in the 137% Chapter of the Firſt 


Epiſtle to the Corinthius, will ſcarce find Schiſm, or Occaſional Con- 


formity , rank'd among the Properties of Charity, to which they ſtand 
in oppoſition, as being the greateſt-Violations of it. But we ſhall ſpeak 


tur- 


i 
o 
*% 
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furtfier-on this Point, in the Sequel of this Diſconrſe, An), 1 betiove, 
on Examhmtion, We hail nd St. Pat's Fxa Stle, en Which e this Author 
lays ſo much ſtreis, as little favonring this wicked Practice, as his 
Doctrine, Which IT shall berefire ſeurch to the bott. Lit 
two, Things, upon, lich ours Author, fornls bis Compatihm ct 
St. Paul's Lractice with that of the Otcafional Confor miſis are, Firſt, 
I hat the Aſſeimblies ef the Jewiſh and Gentile Converts (with the Forme;: 
of which be Occaſtonaily Communicated, aid Stutedty with the latter 
\ bear an exatt Proportion to the It. Church, and, Diſſentins Congrega- 
tions in England. Secondly, I bat the Reaſons of St Patl's Stated Pu- 
ſent, and Occuſiopal Gonfot mity bear Item, le, un exrt# Proportion, 25 
thoſe for the Stated Diſſent, and Qegalional Conflathniry of vu Separatiits. 
In order therefore to-overthrow. the falſe SupgtatOthey have form'd to 
themſelves from this Example, 1/ſhall brieflyþtliew, that it can't be 
fairly pleaded in their behalf on either'of thele accounts. And Firſt, 
The Aſſemblies of the Jewiſh and Cientile Converts don't (as our Author 
pretends) bear an exatt Proportion ta the Efabliſh'd Church, and Difſen:- 
ing Congregations is England. He makes the Parallel between them to 
conſiſt in this, That the O uernours of. the Jewiſh Chiltch, i like thi ſe of that 
Efabliſa d among tis, pos dhe Obſervation of many 'things Indifferent in 
the it own. Nhture,' waich had heen enjoin d by: God, for a Termof Time. 
that was then expired,” and that the Gentiles, likeG:;r Diſſenters, were re- 
puted Sch. ſinatiral for their 1iegleft of them. But certainly this muſt ap- 
peur a very groundleis Parallel to any, that compares. the Decrees of 
the Jewiſh, with the Canons of the Enalf Church: For do not theſe 
expreſly condemn the Separation of our Diſſenters as: Schiſinatical, and 
require their conſtunt Conformity to our Publick Worſhip? And did 
not the other, as may be ſee in the 15th of the Actt, as expreſly re- 


* - * $7 +. þ 


» 


j1 leaſe the 'Geztites from the Obſervation uf the Moſaick Rites?: Did 
{I not St. James aud the Elders, even when they advis'd St. Paul to Con- 
F firm to the Temple Worſhip:, acquir them from all Blame, 
4 notwithſtanding their Diſſent from it ? As touching the Gentiles 
8 which. Helis ve, e haue ritten and concluded, that they obſerves no ſich 
5 thing, ſuve ouly h atu hey \keep themſelues from things offer du Taols, and 
3 Fram Hlood, ant tore? which wftranglld,''and-ftrom' Farnication.. Acts 
2 AIZ. $mce therefote the ſamd Power of- the Church, whicKHwar- 
1 nanted und aer he Noticonformity-bf the Gemiles, condemns that 
'$ of our Difieaters; this Author moſt irrationally, and without any 


Shadow of Refemblance between em make the One a Precedent and. 
Pattern for the Other. Nor Secondly, is he leſs unhappy in imagining, . 


4 That the Reaſons of St. Paul's Stated Diſſent from, and Occaſional Confor- 
1 mity to the Jewiſi Chinch, lan an erat Proportion to' thofe for the Stated 
: Diſſent, and'OctHional Conformityof the Separatiſts,. For can the moſt 


prejudic'd Por ſon in the World conceive;*that he, who ſpeaking to the 


r 


8 
2 


E their Governours, Zeb. 13. J. Remember them which ha ve the Rule over you, 
3 who have ſpoken ẽ you the Word of Cod, whoſe Faith ys e the 


. 


end of their Conveor ſition , ſhould, at the ſame time, think t 
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. Jewiſp Church, gavethat Glorious Teſttimony the Faith and Practice of 


oſe very Men 
guilty. 
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guilty of an Encroachment upon the Legiſlative Power of our Blefſed 
Saviour,or of introducing Corruptions into. the true Faith andWorlhip, 
or of Neglect to excite thoſe under their Care, to a holy Life, by ſea- 
ſonable Reproof and Correction? Or will our Author ſay, that the 

reat Apoſtle of the Gentiles communicated Staredly with them, for 
Benefit of chooſing his own Teacher, or that he who went up io Je- 
ruſalem to worſhip, when the Holy Ghoſt witneſs'd in every City, that 
Bonds and Afflictions did abide him, conform'd Occaſional 1 to the Jews 
upon Motives of Intereſt, for worldly Grandeur or Profit, the chief 
Perſwaſions of Occaſional Communion amongſt us? Neither cou'd 
St. Paul be ſaid to do this, to Promote the Ser vice of the Jem. Church, 
tho' a ſtrict Jew!tbefbre his Converſion, Cut to advance the Pro- 
28 of the "Goſpel; To conclude this Pomt, which has 

cen ſo clearly ftattd'by other Writers,“ this Parallel will ne- 
ver be found to hold, either with Regard to the Gertile Converts, 
who cou'd never be ſaid to ſeparate from the Jewiſh Church, 
of which they were not Members, and the Diſſenters who Statedly ſe- 
parate from the Church of England; or with regard to the different 
conditions of the Church in its Infancy then, and Eſtabliſhment at pre- 
ſent or with regard to the Jew:h Ceremonies, and thoſe of the 
Church of England, the Firſt whereof were Types anc. Shadows of the 
Meſſiah, inſtituted by God, to ceaſe after his Appearance, and which, 
in the Apoſtles time, among the Jewif Converts, were rather Mat- 
ters of Charity and Prudence, than of Conformity or Noncon 1 ty, and 
wholly indifferent, as lying, under no Command or Prohibition of any 
Law: Whereas the other being rather decent than typical, are en- 
join'd by the Church and Authority of the Apoſtles for Edification and 
Order, not to be aboliſh'd as the Jewsſb Ceremonies were; unleſs this 


Author and his Brethren, the Diſſenters, can ſhew any new Commiſ- 
ſion to diſobey theſe Eccleſiaſtical Powers, and to erect a new Church 


and Religion with the Apoſtles, in Oppoſition to that already eſta- 
bliſh'd. 


P. 15. But this Author, td defend his Occafioval Conformiſt among 


the Diſſenters, is pleas d to ſuppoſe there may be an * Noncon- 
| t 


formiſt among Church-Men, who may be juſt ify d u 
2 — But Who thisivety MO DER AT E CHU] 


e fame Prin- 
| RC-M. AN is, 
that can go to a Conventicle, and receive their pretended Sacrament 
there Occaſionally, and yet Statealy Communicate with the Church of 
England, we are as much at a Loſs to know, as I hope this Author is 
to prove. Certainly no true Member of the Church of England can 
entertain ſuch looſe and profligate Opinions of his own Church, as to 
Communicate with ſuch Perſons as are caſt out of its Body, by their Se- 
paration, and its own Diſcipline ; and who can never pretend either to 


the Being, Conſtitution, of Name of a Church. But th.s ima 


Einary 


* Occaſional Conformity a moſt unjuſtifiable » Pactice. A Letter to a Friend 


fron Oxon, to prove Occafional Canformiſts guilty of Schiſm and Hypocriſy. Wolf 
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Practice, 
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Practice, we find here defended by another Apoſtolical Example, that of 
St. Peter, who is deſcrib'd as a Stated Communicant with the Jewiſh 
Church eftabliſh'd by Law, and an Occaſional Commimicant with the ſepa- 
rate Aſſemblies of the Reform'd Gentiles, and conſequently that a Church 
of England Man may Occaſionally conform with a Gentile Diſſenter. Now 
it may be remember'd on this Author's Principles, that a Man is bound 
to offer God the moſt perfect Worſhip in his Power, and that 'tis the moſt 
provoking, Affront to him, to give him aleſs acceptable Service, when 
we are capable of giving a better. On which account, whoſoever 
thinks the Aſſemblies of the Diſſenters Lawful, but the Church preferable to 
dem, is oblig'd by his Perſwaſion, to Communicate, not only Statedly, 
tut Conſtantly with the Latrer, and 

Ende the Courſe, which tends moſt to his Spiritual Improvement. 
either is this contradicted by St. Peter's Practice at Antioch, which 


ſince our Author urgesas a Precedent for Occaſional Conformity, he muſt 


ſuppoſe, that in this Apoſtle's Opinion, the Churches of the Gentile 
Proſelytes were Good and Lawful, but that of the Jewiſh Converts BEST, 
as being zealous of the Law, which the Gentiles neglected. Whereas 
nothing is more clear from Scripture, than that he thought neither of 
'em inferior or preferable to the Other, on that Score. He had bin in- 
ſt ructed by a Viſion Nor to think any Man common or unclean, from 
Which he rightly argued, that God was no Reſpecter of Perſons or Na- 
tions, but the God of the Gentiles as well as the Jews, accepting in all 
Nations indifferently thoſe who do his Will, and work Righteouſneſs. This 
yet more fully appears, from his Speech at the Council of Jeruſalem, 
when the ——_— under Debate was, Whether the Believing Gerr:les 
were oblig'd to keep the Law of Moſes, which he oppos'd with the 
eateſt Zeal and Earneſtneſs, ald in ſuch a Manner as thew'd that 
the Neglect of the Jew;þ Ceremonies wou'd not, in his Opinion, ren- 
der their Worſhip leſs acceptable, God ( lays he) has put no Difference 
between us and them, purifying their Hearts thro Faith, and concludes 
We believe that thro Grace we ſhall be ſav'd even as they. Acts 15. 9. and 


"11. Than which Words none cou'd have more fully expreſs'd his 


equal Eſteem of the Jewiſh and Gentile Churches, and his Perſwaſton 
that the Diverſity of their Rites, gave neither, a Precedency to the 
Other, in the Divine Favour. So that St. Perer did not Communicate 
Statedly with the Tan and Occafionally with the Gentile Churches, 
as thinking One preferable to the Other, nor therefore does he warrant, 
by his Example, Occaſional-Non conformity, as this Writer ground- 
leſly aſſerts. - But ſuppoſing St. Jeter had ſhewn a little too much Zeal 
for the Ceremonies of the Few Church, and once had bin carried 
away by it, erroneouſly to refuſe Communion with the Gentiles, for 
fear of giving Scandal to the Jews (which St. Paukpeproves him for) 
yet this Apoſtle's Prejadice and Frailty, in this Gale, wou'd be no Ar- 
gament for a Member of our Church Occafionaliy to Conform with 
the Diſſenters, who can never juſtly pretend to the Apoſtolical Inſtitu- 
tion of a Church. So that the Hypocriſy and - Difiammation, that our 
Anthor ſays St. Parl charg'd upon St. Peter, ought properly to be re- 
torted on dur Occaltonal Conformilts, (Cc) P. 16. Our 


not for only the moſt Part, but always to 
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P. 16. Our Author goes on to diſplay the Latitudinarian Principles 
of the Diſſenters, and, in the next Paragraph, preſents us with a 
fort of Free Thinkers, Men of Vaſt and COMPREHENSIVE 
Spirits, who ſcorn to be confin'd within the narrow Bounds of any 
ſmgle Church, who neither renounce our Communion, nor Statedly 
adhere to the Difſenters, who equally eſteem Church and Conventicle 
and think the Orders of thoſe that Officiate in both, alike Valid Ad 
Legal. They make no Difference betwixt Biſhops and Presbyters, betwixt 
Forms of Prayer, and Extemporary Harangues, and are above Obſerving 
the little Marks, and Pedantich Peculiarities whereby Religious Socie- 
ties ſtand diſtinguiſh'd from each other, They can be Occaſionally, Pa- 
piſts, Jews: Turks Infidels, Hereticks, Quakers, Deiſts, Socinians, Atheiſts, 
or What not, as th p 
ſent Humour or Intereſt. Theſe Chriſtians at large (if they can lay 
any Claim to that Name, ) have their Faith always to chooſe, and. 
their Principles (if they have any) at Command, and frequent the 


b. 16. Communion of Epiſcopal, Fresbyterian and Congregational Churches - 


differently, as Circumſtances and Occaſions happen to determine and invite, 
in which they act as correſpordent to themjelves, as either of the former 


Occaſional Conformifts do. That there ire ſuch a party of COSMO 
POLITES, ſuch Vagrants and Ubiquitarians in Religion, Men 
equally of All and None, muſt be own'd to the Shame of the Nation, 


and the ſcandalous Abule of the Act of Toleration, which becauſe our 
Author cou'd not defend by the Scriptural Examples of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, he has endeavoured to juſtify them by the Pagan Precedent of 
Diogenes. And it wou'd be highly for the Advantage of the State, if 
thele Citizens of the World would follow their great Predeceſſor's Ex- 
ample, confine themſelves, like that Sage Philoſopher, to Preach out, of 
their Tubs, and renounce their Relation to all particular Communities, 
as they have already done to Churches. It may be remember'd, that 
tome of 'em, in a Pepißß Reign, cou'd conform to other Religious 
Aſſemblies, beſides thoſe of Proteſtants, tho by a lucky Chance, they 
were ſeaſonably re-converted at the Revolution: for they are always. 
directed by * That Firſt and moft Fundamental Law of Nature, Self- 
Preſervation, and are therefore ready to comply with any novel Scheme 
of Government and Religion, that they think they can gain by, 


P. 16. 5. IV. Our Author proceeds in the next Paragraph to aſſert, 


That it is 45 lawful and conſiſtent for a church Han, or Dilſenter, to g 


lomietimes to a Meeting, and ſometimes to a Church, as for a Church- Mun 
to go ſometimes to a Cathedral, J ſometimes to a Hariſi- Church, at one 
time to a Church under: Epiſcopal Tur ſd:ttion, at another to one exempted 


jrom it; That ne dan found the Unlumfulueſs of going to Meetings 


upon any Lejett of their Orders wins Officiate in tboſe Alſemblies, fince 
many of the Diſjenting Miniſters, whoſe Congregations we yet condemn 
* Schijmativat, were Epiſcopally Urdain d: And, Lajtly, Since our Laws. 
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have granted fome Privileges to the Diſſenter's Congregations, as well as 
to the Church, they can't ſee any difference between Worſhiping God in 
the One or the Other, To which we Reply both with regard to the 
Legality and Conſiftency of this Practice. The Laws and Canons of our 
Church prohibit its Members all Communion with ſeparate; Congre- 
gations, and therefore no True Church-Man can go to any Meeting, 
without a known and deliberate Violation of thoſe expreſs Injun&ions. 
Which at the ſame time require his Attendance, either in a Cathedral, 
e or Pariſh-Church, according as his Reſidence happens tobe, 
becauſe in ail theſe, there is the ſame Uniformity in Worilip, One 
Publick Liturgy, which is the ſame, Said or Sung, One Prieſthood, 
One Confeſſion of Faith, One Hope, and the ſame Charity and con- 
ſtant Vilible Communion, which Unites em in the Body of Chrift. 
But theſe things being in a great meaſure Deficient in the ſeparate Af 


ſemblies of the Diſſenters, no ſincere Son of the Church can lawfully 


Joyn with em, and be conſiſtent with his own Principles. I know 
not what Law the Diſſenters can urge for their Occaſional Communion 

Kt of Uniformity, or Toleration; 
but certainly 'ris equally inconſiſtent with their Principles to go ſome- 
times to a Meeting, and ſometimes to a Church. For the Diſſent- 
ers thereby make a ſolemn Profeſſion of that Faith, into which they 
pretend Fancy and Intereſt have introduc'd the greateſt Corruption, 
and of which they demand an mmed;iate Reformation. They ſome- 
times Worſhip God after a manner which they don't think moft Ac- 
ceptable to Him, and at the ſame time declare, That the Worſhip due 
to Him ought always to be ſuch: They pay Submiſſion to the Rubrich, 
and term it an Eccleſiaſtical Uſin pation, not innocently to be comply d 
with. In a word, They do all thoſe things, which the Laws of 
God and Man have made Signs and Teſts ot a ſincere Adherence to 
our Church, without the leait Intent of continuing longer in her 
Communion , than their Intereſt or Ambition can £ ſerv'd by it. 
Upon all which Accounts it is manifeſt, that it is not as Lawful and 


Conſiſtent for a Diſſenter, to go ſometimes to a Meeting, and ſome- 


times to Church, as 'tis for a Church-Man, to go ſometimes to a 


Cathedral, and ſometimes to a Pariſh-Church. As for the certan 


Immunities and Privileges, granted by the Act of Toleration to Cou— 
venticles, their Toleration can by no means be thougat to inter their 
Eſt.abliſhment, auy more than the Toleration of a Bear-Garden, Play- 
Houle, or Stews can make em Legal Keligious Societies. vince the Act 
that Lolerates Conventicles never Revers'd the Preceptive Part, nor 
therefore the Obligation of any Laws made againſt theie ſeparate 


+ Aſſemblies. But ſuppoſing Conveaticles were not only Tolerated, but 


Efttablith'd, yet wou'd they be never the leſs Sinful and Schiimarigal :; 

Since thoſe who Olficiate in them as Prieſtz , never receiw'd any ſuf- 

ticient Commiſſion to execute that Function, aud coniequently uſarp 

an Authority they have nothing to do With: Or, if they ever did, re- 

ceive it from * (of which, if there can be alleg'd any, they 
1 


muſt be very few Inſtances) vet they yy Renounc'd it, 97 Dilowu- 
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ing, and Revolting from that Power from which they Receiv'd it. 
So that their Relmquiſhing our Church, may be very juſtly eſteem'd as an 
Abandoning its Authority, a voluntary Reſignation of its Gifts and 
Offices, and an 3 not only from the Communion wherein, 
but the Hands whereby they were Ordain'd. And to gather Churches 
ont of lawful and well-conſtituted Churches, and without cauſe , to 
erect Altar againſt Altar, is to defeat that folemn Prayer of our 
Dying Lord, that His Followers fhou'd be one, as he and his Father are 
one; and it is the groſſeſt Violation of that Divine Precept, to 
Glorify God with one Mind, and one Month, and of thoſe innume- 
rable others, which ſo earneſtly recommend, and fo ſtrictly en- 


join ' the Preſervation of the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 


Peace. 


P.18.5.V.From the Lamfulne ſe and Conſiſtency of theOccaſionalConfor- 
miſts Practice, let us next paſs to its Expediency,which this Author urges 
as the moſt proper Method, to Root out Party in the State, and Bigotry 
in the Church, But certamly nothing can be found to produce this hap- 
py Effect in any Nation, but Agreement in Matters of Faith, and Uni- 
formity in Worſlip. We need oy appeal, for the Truth of this Aſ- 
ſertion, to the undoubted Records of our own Hiſtory and Experience, 
Which abundantly convince us, that the Church was never Rent with 
Schiim, but the State Sympathiz'd in its Calamities: And that the 
Members of the ſame Society can never differ in their Religious Per- 
ſuaſions without Hatred and Reſentment, nor agree without Union 
and Confederacy. The Propagation of Chriſtianity it ſelf, where it did 
not 8 diſplace the Jew; or Pagan Worſhip, was attended with 
this ill Conſequence, that It divided the Father againft the Son, and the 
Son azainft the Father. Nothing but a general Indifferency to all Reli- 
gion, the worſt and the rareſt Quality, that can befal any People, can 
preſerve ſo much as Civil and Social Unity betwixt thoſe who Diſagree 
in their Creed, and in their Modes of Adoration, As unlikely is it, 
that thoſe who thus differ, ſhould place their Religion, rather in 
the great Articles and Duties of it, than the peculiar Tenents and 
Practices of their reſpective Seats: Tnat Self-Love-and Pride ſhou'd 
not determine em to meaſure their Sanctity, and Orthodoxy, more by 
their Oppoſition to each other, than the Conformity of their Man- 
ners and Opinions to the Goſpel. No Practices therefore, which 
Cheriſh and. Multiply different xeligious Seas, in any Nation, can e- 
ver be thought to tend to extirpate Faction and Bigot y out of it, which 
will be always on the . found the inevitable Conſequences of it. 
For no I ranquility in Churchor State, can be expected under ſuch a 
Variety of oppoiite Intereſts, unleſs Uniformity in Mens Judg- 
ments, and their Agreement in Faith and Worſhip, be ſuppos'd the 
neceſſury Condition of it. But our Author (who always places his 
Goodneſs in his Gain) is of Opmion, that nothing can be ſo 


likely :2 Expedient for an Univerſal Union in Religion, as an Equa- 
lity of Rights to Employments, which opens a Door to all Honeſt D I $- 
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whom he. conſtantly couples, being indeed both of the ſame ſpurious 
Breed and wicked Alliance) to enter .int» Preferment : That it is no 
matter, whether a Man goes either to Church or Meeting, fo that he 
does but profeſs himſelf a Chriftian in general; and by pretending to 
impard Woy ſhip, can get himſelf advanc'd into any profitable Poſt or 
Ofce, that he may he better qualifi'4 to ſerve his Church and Country, 
in Betraying botb, of which he was never a ſincere, or true Member. Is it 
not to be uſſly fear'd, that not only Men of Senſe, but even the Common 
and meaneſt ſort of People will, and cannot but wdge ſuch Men's real 
Principles from their upen Examples, and conclude, that their Whole 
Religion hes in Places, their Conſcience in the Exchequer, and their 
Rights in Dominion ? And when Religion is thus leſſen'd, by this 
diſgraceful Notion, nothing can keep up its Credit and Po— 
wer from being gradually ſunk, and at laſt era.icated out of 
the World. | 

P. 18. $. VI. The laſt Topick, from which this Writer recom- 
mends Occaſional Conformity, is, that it # highly ſerviceable to the 
Church, in tending to induce 2 as prattice it, to a conſtant Communi- 


en. But what Uſe or Service that can bring to the Church, which 


utterly overturns and deſtroys its Religion, is a Paradox which we 
deſire this inconſiſtent Writer to explain, with the reſt of his Con- 
traditions, But to uſe his own Argument againſt him, ſuppoſing that 
Occaſional Conformity ſhou'd be a likely Means of reconciling ſome 
Diſſenters to the Church, Occaſional Nonconformity, which our Author 
ſays is mutatis mutandis, founded upon the ſame Principles, will, on the 
other Hand, ſeduce as many to the Conventicle. So that it will do as 


much harm to the Church, on the one fide at leaſt, as can be pre- 


tended it will Good on the Other. For if Furtial Communion With the 


Church is, according to this Author's Principles, as likely to paſs 
into Conftant Conforn::ty, then its neceſſary Attendant, Partial Com- 


munion with the Diſſenters muſt be allow'd as likely to paſs into 
as conſtant Nonconformity. The former of theſe Effects our Author 
reſolves into the gr:ſs Stupidity, which diſpoſes moft Men to account things 
either altogether, and at all times Good, or altogether and at all times Bad, 


and the fame general Infirmity of Mankind, tends equally to produce 
the latter. But to prove that Occaſional Conformity may pals into 


conſtant Communion, this Author alledges the Words of a Great Pre- 
late, producing the Conſequence of the. Bartholomew-Act in 62. as an 
Inſtance of it. We deny not but that ſome Men at that time, through 
Fear of Leſing thoſe Preferments, Which they till then enjoy'd, or a 
Proſpect of getting Better, might be brought by theſe Mercenary Mo- 


tives, either in themſelves, or m their Families, to a conſtant Confor- 


mity to the Church. But this Fact is equally as good a Reaſon to pals 
the Bill againſt Occahonal Conformity: Becauſe it may prove a means 
of inducing thoſe, who | Occaſienally. Conform for a Place or Offce, 
Conftantly to Conform, to keep it. But the Advantage the Church is 


like to have from ſuch Falſe Converts, has not been found of ſuch great 
| Service 
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der inte to Her, as to encourage Her to open Her Arms to embrace ſuch 
as have always ſerv'd themſeldes in enjoying, Her Revenues, and let (jp 
no occaſion of Betraying or Deſerting that Communion, when their 
Intereſt invited, the only Hypocritical Ground it was built upon. To put 
this Inſtance a little higher: Suppoſing any Man ſhonld out of, Prin&- 

le Abjure — and yet afterwards, upon the View of One or 


wo Thouſand Pounds a Year, ſhou'd not only Occaſionaly Confort to, 


but ſuſtain that Order, which he had renounc'd before as Illegal: I ſay, 
only ſuppoſing ſuch a thing, which God forbid ſhould ever befal His 
Church, wou'd not ſuch a Time-ſerving Apoſtate be a foul Stain and 


Reproach upon the Dignity he bore? Cou'd we think he wou'd ſincerely 


believe or aſſert the Doctrines of the Church, maintain its. Diſcipline, cr 
ſupport its Rights and Privileges ; wou'd vot this Demetr:izs, this 
Crafts-man in Religion, who adores his Diana for the Gain of the Silver 
Shrines, ſhould the 7 emple be deſpis'd, or ite Masviſicence deſtroy d, Per- 
ſecute St. Paul, or like Demas For ſake him! Sach Mon follow Chriſt for 
his Leaves, and not for his Doctrine: Aud the fame Suppoſition 
wo be found to have the ſame Conſeque. ce in all leſſer In- 

ances, RY 15 5 

P. 19. Our Author proceeds to tell us, that 7 7 the Pre- 
rogative of God alone, to know and judge the Hearts of the 
Diſſenters, whether. they have: taken due care to inform themſelves, 
or whether they ſincerely profefs what they believe; and that 
ſuppoſing them to be in the wrong, they have yet an unqueſti- 
onable Right tv Toleration, the Nature and Extent of which 
he afterwards deſcribes. 1 hope what TI have already ſaid, and ſhall 


further * will convince my Reader, that the Reaſons for their Se- 


paration, and Occaſional Conformity, are altogether Inſufficient; that 
conſider ing under what Advantages of Information they have liv'd 
from their Infancy, thoſe among 'em who are really Miſtaken, have 
not us'd due Impartiality and Diligence in their Enquiries after 
Truth; that the Inconſiſtency in their Practice ſhews their Diſo- 
- obedience to our Laws, to proceed not fronòꝰ the Weakneſs of their 
Judgment, but the Per verſneſs of their Will, and therefore excludes 
'em from all Pleas of Impunity, with which Error and Sincerity can 
ſupply Offenders. Therefore it can be no Breach of Charity in that 
Accompliſh'd Gentleman, Sir Nag Mackworth, or any other ſen- 
ſible Perſon, to Charge them with Hyporriſy, whole open and unde- 
niable Actions are ſo Repugnant to their profeſs'd Opinions, as to 
leave not the leaſt ground to believe them HONEST. If theſe 
wilful Errors muſt be extenuated with the Title of a Weakneſs in 
Judgment, J hope the Diſſenters themſelves will at leait own this, 
That it ſhews how Uzfr Perſons they are to fill and diſcharge thoſe 
Places and Offices they pretend to have a Right to, upon no other Qua- 
lification than that of their -:Jgnorance : Doubtlels ſuch Men are 
admirably capacitated to Rule, and Preſcribe Laws, which they 
own they cannot Underſtand, and tv which they cou'd never them- 
ſelves pay Obedience, or be reſtrain'd by their Power. And if they 
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are to be Tolerated for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they are Peace- 


able Man, | fear they will be under no leſs a Diſfculty to make ont their 


Claim to! this Reaſon, ſince their Aftates (as they lightly term their 
Rebellious Obſtinacy ) .bave been found as Fatal and Pernicious to 
the Peace and Security of the Kingdom, as they have been Re- 
proachful to themſelves. But we come. now to .cxamine thoſe Ar- 
guments on Which they won'd found this Toleration. As for our Au- 
thor's Deſcription of a Perfect Unlimited Toleration, it is in the main 
True and juſt: Toleration in its general Notion implying, a {f- 


fering any Thing to be done without Huniſhments; a compleat and 45 {)lure 


Toleration of th ſe Members of any Nation, who ure miſtuten in Matters of 
Religion, is (as he ſays) an E xemptzon of them frei ail Cuil Penalties upon 
that Account. And fach a Toleration of oar Proteſtant Diſſenters 
in particular, is, Securing them from all Harm and L:fs which our Laws 
protect INNOCENT Men from. The Act of Tuleration therefore 
does allow the Diſſenters in the Exerciſe of their Religion, and the 
Enjoyment of their Lives and Fortunes, but the Legiſlators cannot be 
thought by That Act, ſo to have Tyed up their own Hands, as for 


ever to have diſabled themſelves, by any ſubſequent Law, from reſtrain- - 
ing the mcroaching Abule of that Toleration ,- to the. Prejudice 
_ of thole that granted it. Nor can it be Jſuppos'd, that this Att of 


Joleration ſhould entitle the Diſſenters to all the Privileges thoſe 


enjoy, who obey the Att.of, Uniformity; or, that the excluding the 
Diſſenters from thoſe Privileges, is a Penalty, or Inconſiſtent with 


their Liberty of Chooſing and Profeſſing their own Religion., Doubt. 
leſs Prejudice and Intereit can never fo much Blind and Infatuate thele 
Men, as to render 'em incapable of ſeeing the vaſt Difference betwixt 


Protection and Privilege, Imnpunity and Reward : . Certainly a Man 
may enjoy Liberty and 8 and all that a Good and Innocent Citi- - 


zen is entitled to, tho he be not Advanc'd or Preferr'd by the Publick 
Eavour, the want of which can no ways hinder him from the Pro- 


fetlion of his Religion. Bat we. ſhall proceed to examine further thoſe | 


Arguments, upon Which the Diſſenters found their XKight to this Uni- 


ver/al Unlimited Toleration; and thall prove, that ſuch an Unbounded 


Exemption from all Crercive Penalties whatſoever, as they Demand, 


can't be Due to them in ſtrict Fuftice, but muſt be a meer Act of Grace 
and Favour : That however, to debar them from Publick Employ- 


ments. wor'd be no Breach of their Toleration, and that the Learned 
Sir. Humphry Mackworth (to whom the Higheſt Returns of Gratitude 


are Owing, from all True Friends of the Church and State, for his ſignal ; 
Service to Both) has Defended this Cauſe: with the greateſt Strength of 


Reaton, and without the leaſt Self. Contradiction here charg'd upon 
tim, by the moſt ſcandalous Inſtance of it in the World, our Fallacious, 
Ignorant and Self betray ing Scribler. 7 

P. 23. S. I. The Firſt Propoſition here laid down is, That a Tole- 
ration is the inde feuſable Right of all Mankind, aud particularly the Dif- 
ſente rs; for theſs. Reaſns, becauſe no Man can HE LP believing what 
be THINKS ts true, aud every Man is bound do worſhip: God in thut 
way. w. (% ke THINKS 35 veſt, and that no" Man Hhould be pum d for 
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The Rights of the Church of England. 
that which he can't or ought not to help. Here I defire the Reader to ob- 
ſerve that this Argument, if Concluſive, will ſerve to _ an Equal 
Right of Toleration' to all S ECTS OF INFIDELS and 
PAPISTS, in their Prophane and Superſtitious Opinions, which 
the Diſſenters will hardly grant to the Latter, whatever they will 
do to the Former, But have Hereticks a RI HT publickly to Pro- 
fels and Propagate their Hereſies? St. Paul, who deliver d ſome of them 
over to Satan, did not it ſeems underſtand this indefeaſable Right, that 
every Man has of Thinking, Talking, and Acting as he pleaſes: And 
our Legiſlators, both Eccl-faftical and Civil, have eutrench'd upon the 
Liberty of Mankind, in preſuming to lay any Reſtraint on this U- 
niverſal Freedom: The Statute de Heretico comlurende was forſooth 
much fatter for the Flames, than thoſe Martyrs to // Hizny which it con- 
demn'd. According to this Notion, the whole Revelation of God muſt 
be entirely ſubje& to Humane Will, and the Jews had doubtlels a 
RIGHT to commit Idolatry, and to crucify our Bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour, becauſe theſe execrable Crimes were perhaps agreeable to 
their own Perſwaſions, and they were ſo groſly w:cked and ſtupid as to 
T7 HIN & they did Cod good Service by them. But will the Diſſenters 
ſo far imitate their abſurd Example ànd Tenents, as to deny this ma- 
nifeſt Truth, That Our Opinions are ſo far in our Power, as to Entitle 
1 to Rewards and Pum ſuments? The Moſaic Law threatn'd Temporal 
Death to the Disbelief of God's Unity and Providence, and the Gp 
as expreſly denounces Eternal, to ſuch as reject and deſert their Faith. 
Eoth therefore by ſuppoſing Men's Opinions to be Ciminal, imply, that 
they are YVeluntary, Whoſoever thinks otherwiſe, muſt deny the Sin- 
cerity of that Exhortation of St. Paul to the Corinthians, 1 Ep. c. 1. 
v. 10. JI beſeech you Brethren, by the Name ef our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ye all ſpeak the fume thing, that there be no Div:ſions among you, but that 
you be perfectly join d together in the ſame TFud:ment, Which folemn 
Words of the Apoſtle can ſignify nothing, unleſs we allow, that when 
Men are of oppoſite Periwaſions, and divide from the Church, thoſe 
who are in the Wrong, are notonly at Liberty, but are oblig'd to re- 
linquiſh their Errors, and Embrace the Truth: Ard conſequently tis 
ridiculous Nonſenſe to ſay with this Author, That a Man t: neither able 
nor bound to retrath his Errors, Indeed the Mind of Man neceſſurily 


judges according to the Appearance of Things, but that they ſhou'd ap- 


pear in a due and convincing. Light, depends upon our Will and E- 
lection, becauſe it is in our Power to proſecute or reſt rain our Enquiries 
atier them, and to divert the Underitanding from examining and con- 
ſider ing any Truth, which without ſuch a previcus Cenſider ation, we 
cannot aſſent to. And fince, from the Abuſe of this Liberty, proceeds 
all the Variety of Errors Which we fall irto, vie areas juſtly reiponſible 
tor theſe, as the very immediate Acts of our Will. And tho a Man 
thou d be boumd ro Werfhip Ged in that way which he Ti to be bet, 
yet it ins Conicience err in its Information, he is accountabte for IHN N- 


ING that W orthip true, Which is talie, and conſequently is liable to a 


Fenalty ter it. Dat this Matter has been in à great Meaſure ſtated 
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P. 23. § II. The Propoſition, whereby this Author proves a-Man's 
Right to a Toleration, let him TJ int what he will, is, Becauſe no Man, 
neither in general, nir te Magiſbrate in particular, kas any Authority, cither 
to oblige another Ly a Lam to believe any Specuiative Article; or to a prove of 
any Made of Worſhip, or elſe to undergo a Penalty. The 1 (he 
ſays) Jas no ſuch Authority, becauſe his Province extends no farther ti an the 
Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the Subject, Lut can't reach to any Points 
of Faith or Werſhip, which being not the Ends of Civil Society can't be tle 
Matter of the Enatting Part of any Lav. Put can this Author be cithcr 
10 confident or ignorant to aſſert, that this is not a quite difterent 
Reprcſentation of the End and Extent of, tlie Magiſiratc's Power, from 
what St. Paul and St: Peter have given us of it? The Firſt, whereof 
in the 13th, of his Epiſtle to the Romans, terms the Magi, rate the 
Miniſter of Ged, and an Avenger to execute wrath on ti em that do Evil. 
v. 4. And the Second placcs.the Exerciſe of his Authority in the Pun- 
iſhment of Evil Diers, and ite Praiſe of them that do well. 1 Ep. 2. 14. 
Whereas, in this Writer's Opinion, the Magiſtrate's Commiſſion only war- 
rants him to Protect the Lives, and promote the Civil Intereſts of the Profle, 
but not to 1intcrmeddle in thar "Religiczes Concerns, not to Exe me 


Wrath uten Evil Dvers as ſuch, unleſs their Impieties accidentaily inter- 


fere with the Temporal Advantages of the Community. This Advocate 


of the Fanaticks bas forgot the Power, the Lay-Elders formerly claim'd 
end cxercisd among the Pr.syterians, who were inveſted with a mixt 
lort of Secular, as well as Tcclfiaſtical Juriſdiction, and had the Autho- 
rity of Compulſion and Penalty lodg'd'in thar Hands: And that their 
Brethren, now in Scorland, put it in ſuch rigorous Execut'on, that it 
1s there no leis than Forfature of Goods and Eſtate, to believe or pro- 
feſs ny Doctrines contrary to thoſe eſtabliſhd. But however, ſuppoſe 
zwe {hould al'ow our Author, whit he ſo abſurdly aferts, that Jle 
Sole End of Government is to protect the Lives, Liberties and Properties of 
the Subject, docs not the Belief and Practice of Religion, in their own 
Nature and proper Eftects, tend to promote the publick Good, and has 
not God aſſign'd the benign and vindictive Diſpenſations of his 
Providence, to the Increaſe. and Decay of Piety in any Nation? Is 
not this the plain and cxpreſs Icnour of the whole Lega: as well as 
Exungelital Occonomy ? Is not this the great Covenant of God 
with Mankind, decl. rd as we'l by 1 5 as C riſt, and all the Pro- 
phets ſince the World began? And have not we found their Ve— 
racity fulfilld in a viſible Demonſtration, that Xig I teoſn , exa tech a 
Nation, and Sin ie the Reproach if «ry People? Certainly the Magiſtratc's 
Commiſſion, winch requ res him to provide for, and ſecure tlie Tem- 
poral Intereſt of the Community, docs by Contequenee oblige Him, 


as he is God's Vice-Gerent, to preſerve: and propagete the true Faith - 


and Worſtap. As fox the Clurch's Legiſlative Pomer and Authority to inflict 
Penalties, which this Author denics, if by Penalty he underſtands a 
Civil Sanflion, we freely grant, that the Authority of the Church, 
when not -athited and ſeconded by that of the Maęiſtrate, docs 1.t, 
by it ſelt, extend to the Inflicting any ſuch Penalty. The lower 0 
the Cluuch is always the ſame, whethes it be under a State of Peric- 
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cution, Toleration, or Eſtabliſhment: And, in both the former Con- 
ditions, Obedience is only due to it under the Pain of E-cle/aſcical 
Cenſur s, and the Conſequence annext to em, of incurring God's Iuti- 
nite Diſpleaſure: A Sanctiop, one wou'd think, in 1t felt ſir hcient, to 
necd no additional Civil Penalty to entorce it. As for the Chuich's 
having any P:wer to make any num Article o, Faith, our own Church 
having in fer XX Article, ſo expreſiy diſown'd it, this Writer is very 
unſcaſonably impertinent, in endeavouring to prove the Illegality of 
any {uct Impolition. However, ſhe might .ilank her ſelf inveſted 
with ſuch an Authority, were there no better Argument againſt the 
Exerciſe of it, than what our trifing Author produces, which is this 
Magiſterial APertion, That the Char h has no Leg iſlative Power, and is 
reſirain'd barely to tie Execution of thiſe Lans which our Saviour fas leſt in. 
A Foſition utterly inconſiſtent with that Command of the H uthor of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebr ns, Obey thoſe who kave the Rule over you, and ſub- 
wit your ſelv's, for they watch for ' your Sculs. C. 13. v. 17: And with 
the whole Condutt of the Council of Feruſalem, as it ſtands reco ded in 
the 15: of the Age In which the Apoſtles and E'ders gave the higheſt 
Proof of a Leg iſtative Power reſiding in the Church, and extending to 
what our Swiour 1:ever prohibited or enjoind. The Execution of 
this Power is ſometimes render'd more caſy, by the Aſſiſtance of Civil 
Governouss, when, according to their Duty, they encourage and ſup- 
port the Church 1n her Authority, ſometimes more diflicult, by thar 


Oppoſition, when te Kings of the Earth ſtaud up, and the Rulers take 
Counſel together, againſti the Lord and kis Meſſiah, whom they ought to kiſs 
e he be angry, and they periſh from the right way. Pl. 1. 2. 


and rev. rence, 
Thus as the Church may Enact Laws for Decency and good Order, 
the State is oblig'd to inflict thoſe Penalties by additional Jays, that. 
are moſt likely to enforce them. And this Doctrine is perfectly agree- 
able to the Conſtitutien cf our own Kingdom, in which Her Majeſty 
enjoys both Powers United, and is Supream in ll Cauſes, Ecilefrajtical 
and Civil, Which, methinks, our Author might have remwembcrd 
that he had granted in his Dedication to the Qucen tho' he expreſl 
denies it here: But defending the Principles of the Occaſional Cofermiſh, 
he cou d not forbear imitating his Example. | 0 
P. 24. $. III, The Third Reaſon for an Abſolute Toleration of all 
Religiaus Sefts, is drawn from the Nature of Penalties, as being wholly 
Ineſfectual to convince the Mind, that any Article of Faith us true, wr manner 
of Werſhip b-ſt, ſerving only to reſtræin and deter, n:t to perſwade or con- 


vince, It muſt indeed be acknowledg'd, that Penaltics annex'd to the. 


Disbelief of any Doctrine, are no Proof of its Truth: But however, 
they may be, doubtleſs, very inſttumental in gaining our Aſent to it, 
Thus the Improvement of Youth in Arts and Sciences' generally depends 


upon the Strictneſs and Severity of their Inſtructors, tho' no Man 


ever pretended to believe the Truth and Certainty of what is learnt, 
deducible from it. Is not that tremendous Threat of our blefed Savi- 
our, upon which is laid no leſs than the whole Support of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, He that Believeth not ſhall be Damm d, a moſt undeniable 
Inſtance of the proper Uſe and Effcacy of Penalties, to convince 
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the Wald, and influence their Belicf > Which con'd never attain 
the end for which it was dencurc'd did not the dread of Puni:ment 
diſpale Men for Conviction, - and controul their Belief as well as 
Practice. From whence it appears, that tho Puniſhments are ro pe 
Mediums to prove the Truth of auy Doctrine, yct both God and Man 
have made choice of em, as very powertid Means to contribute to our 


Belict of it, by conſtraining us to apply our ſelves to the moſt cftectual 


Helps and Methods of knowing it. But our Author, with as much 
lit as Phileſophy,ftill urges, That Nei ing but a Connetticn berween Ileas, end the 
Evidence of that Connection can convince: and there being no Connection between 
the Truth: of any Propoſit ien and a Penalty, it is impoſſible by Penalites to werk 
any Cnviction. If this Sceptical Writer had liv'd in the time of our Blefled 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, when the Goſpel was firſt promulg'd, upon 
ti:1s Principle he might as well have argued himſelf into a Disbelief of its 
Doirines, as now he defends his Diſobedience to the Diſcipline of the 
Church by it. For'when he had heard the Articles of Faith propos d, as 
a Means of Salvation, he might have diſputed the Want of Connect ien 
between the Ideas of Faith and Reward, of Infidelity and Damnation. There 
are many ſublime Myſteries in Chriſtianity, which are never to be com- 
rehended or explain'd, by Connection ef Ideas, as that of the Trinity, the 
ncarnation of the Son of God, and the like: Yet we are oblig'd to be- 
lieve em, on no leſs a Penalty than the Loſs of Eternal Life. Not only 
all Divine Laws, under the Adoſaick as well as Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
but all Human Laws alſo muſt be enforc'd by Penalties, yet is it the Le- 
gi lator's Buſineſs to convince 2ny private Man of the Reaſon of thoſe 
Laws? Is every Peaſant to diſpute his Submiſſion to the Parliamentary 
Acts and Statutes, becauſe he cant apprehend the Ground of every Propo- 
ſition contain d in them, or has not a Connection between the Idea; of T hie- 
very, Murther,a Whipring-Poſt, and a Gallows ? So that this kind of Antinomian 
Writer wou'd entirely bereave all Laws of their Force and Power by de- 
priving them of their Sanctions. Let us here, without any Breach of 
Charity, judge whither theſe Men's Principles lead em, and in what they 
will end : Is it not in Anarchy as well as Atheiſm, in the utter Subverſion 
of all Religion as well as Government, and the Abrogation of all the Laws 
of God, as well as Man? If this impious and ſturdy Scribler in his Mi- 
nority had bin a little more ſubject to Penaltics, and had underwent the 
Diſcipline of that Cat-of-NVine-T ails he mentions, and has ſo well delerv'd 
for his rebellions Poſition, it wou'd have ſtrangely Enlighten'd his Un- 
derſtanding (as he expreſſes it) and have prevented all thoſe dark Rea- 
ſonings he ſo blindly urges, and which, to ſpeak the Truth, a Corporal 
Correction is the beſt Anſwer to. 99 E 214-778 
P. 24. S. IV. His next Argument, againſt Penalties in Religion, is 
founded upon this ſuppoſitron, That an Authcrity to inflict them would not 
be Uſeful to Mankind, becauſe that Men, not being Infallivle, may ly the 
exerciſe of that Pomer, propagate Error as well as Truth: that thus is ver) 
likely to happen, becauſe mire Churches and Magiſtrates cre in the Wrong than 
the Right, and that Trmh and Error can | never be Propagated Ly the ſame 
Means; and laftly, that every Man mut judge freely of Truth for hin ſeli, 
and no Man ſhou'd judge for Another, This way of Arguing plainly 
| D 2 fuppoſcs 
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luppoſce, that no Man, who is not Inſallible, can be ſecure that his 
Opinion about Religious Matters is True; and tends to introduce an 
Univerlal Szeptictim into Mens Minds, and conclud.s as ſtrangly 
againſt the Method of Recommending our Faith by Reaſon and Argu- 
nent, as Propagating it by Authority: Since thoſe who purſue thc 
former Method, are not Infallible, and therefore, according to our 
Author, can't be ſecure, that they don't propagate Error inftead of 
Truth. The Anthority about which we Diſpute, is a Power of enforcing 
the Belief and Practice of the True Rcligion by Penaltics, which Power 
s not the leis conducive to that end, becauſe ſo Great 4 Majority of 
Jurches and Magiſtrates are in the Wrong, There was a Time when the 
Ine Religion was Profeſsd but in One Nation of the World, in 
which however, Idolatry (the Religion of all Mankind beſides) was 
by Divine Appointment Puniſh'd with the utmoſt Severity ; Which 
:rrefragably proves, that Penalties may be uſeful to reſtram the Bclict 
and Practice of a Falſe Religion, notwithſtanding the greateſt Diſpro- 
portion betwixt thoſe who Beleive, and thoſe who Reject the Trinh. 
And nothing is more uſual than the ſame thing differently apply'd, that 
may be inſtrumental in Propagating both Error and Truth. The Dew! we 
know had his Oracles and Inſpirations in Imitation of GO D's Proptcts 
and Apg#les. It cannot be deny'd, but that the Art of Rheterick may be 
abus'd, to recommend and ſet off Falſchood, and yet our Author's Dc:lt- 
cation to Her Majeſty (Which ſo vainly abounds with all the Affecta- 
tion of it) is pretende | to be written in favour of the Truth, to prevent 
thoſe Repreſentations of the Diſſenters Diſloyalty , which had been 0 
undeniably prov'd in another Dedication to the Qucen. A convincing 
Proof, that Truth may be maintain'd, and Error inſinuated by the ſame 
Means. If therefore the fear of Punithment can Reconci'e Men to Popiſh 
Tenets, the worlt of Errors, in deftance of the moſt cogent Arguments 
(as our Author ſays ) may we not ſuppoſe, that when this Fear is ſeconded 
by cogent Arguments, it would molt effectually recommend the Tiuthto 
their Aſſent? To give Succeſs to our Enquiries after it, a free and im- 
partial uſe of our Reaſon, without an abſolute Reſignation of it to 
the julgment of others, is neceſſa y. Eut however, this docs not inter, 
that the fear of Puniſhment is not as necePary to prevent, or reſcue Men 
ou: of, Error: Since that moſt efficaciou y incites them to exert the 
utmoſt of their Power, which to great a Difkculty will require as the 
Renouncing eur Prejudi es, and to lay aſide that partial Deference we are 
to apt to give to other Men's Judgments. Eowever, a private Man 
ought to be very confident of the Truth of his Reaſons, that . ſhall pre- 
{ume to ſet them up in Oppo" tion, either to the united Opinion of the 
Catholick Church, or the general Tenets of his own particular Church. 
We ouzht not indeed imp icitiy to ſubſcribe to Articles we cannot be- 
heve, but in Matters of Doubt and Difficulty, wherein any One can't 
be ſuppos d to be an ab olute and compleat judge, he is oblig d to ſub- 
mit himſelf to the better Determination of Men of more Learning and 
Abilities, rather than maintain a Singular Opinion, which he is not 
poſitively aſſur i of. For it every Man may be allow'd to ſet up an Un- 
limited Freedem of Thinking in Religion, as he plcaſes, according to his 
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regular Humorr or Caprice, we ſhould have as many different Reli- 
gious, as there are Men in the World. Tho the Goſpel gaind Ad- 
nüſnon into Men's Undcritanding, by an impartial Scarch of the Scrip— 
tures and Examination of the Apoſtles Doctrine, yet St. Paul; by Whole 
Miniſtry it was ſo much propagated, and wie, if cet any Man, 
deſerv'd the glorious Character of 4 Vorary' to Truth, and a Witneſs of 
it to others, thought Pumthment ſo proper a Reſtraint of Infidelity, 1 Tmi. r. 
that for it, be deliver d Hymenæus and Pt iletus over to Satan, which way 29. 
of Excommunication-was attended, in the Primitive. Church, with, the 
greateſt Plagucs thet the Devil ccu'd inſtct both, upon Soul and Body. 
P. 25. SI V. Our Anthor's Reaſons for a Tokration in the Efen- 
tia's of Religion being Diſprov'd. let us ſee next how he pretends to 
invalidate the Authority of the Church, and Magittrate, in predexibing 
Cincumſtaniials, which he denies, zs being Things altege er in their 
Nature Indifferent, and that Indifferent things cant le the Ch j dt 4 Lan. 
To wich we Anſwer, that Things are Iidiflerent; eithcr with reſpect 
to their End; ot the Con mand of Supcriors. The Injunctions of the 
Church, with reſpe et to their End, can never be thought to be laid upon 
Iritles and Iinpeitinencies Wolly uſcleſs, but pre preſcribd for Decency 
and Order, which. mult be aliory'd to be Matter of very high. Importe nce 
and Advantage. Ard when they are orice Commanded, they ceaſe 
to be Indifterent in their ute, but lay an Obligation of Obedict.ce under 
the i cnalty due to Sin. The very Power to propagate the true Faith 
and Worthrp, mult of neceiſity 1ntcr a Right to pteſcribe theſe Indiſte- 
rent Things. As for Itance, to Command in What Place, at what 
Time, and in what Manner ſuch Faith is to be publickly profeſs d, and 
{ach Worſhip perform, God baviug left theſe Circumijarees undeter- 
mind: and becauſe the atoremention'd';Fqywer can t be executed whit 
they continue ſo, they neceſſarily fall under the Determination of thoſe 
who are inveſted with it. There can't be conceived a more raſh and ill 
grounded Inference than this of our Author's, T hat becauſe the Advantage 
of Kciety is the End and . Meaſure of Laws, thereſwe Indifferent Things 
ought nit to be the Mater of Lm. | Suppole {cyeral Means are equally 
conducive to the ſe me End, and ch conſequently FTrdifterent! with rei- 
pect to it, are t! ercfore none to be preſorib' d by tliole to Won 
the proſ.cution of that End is committed? To uſe our Autlor's Iuſtance 
The Phyſitions may have ſeveral Remelics for Pirenzy, as Blood- 
, ting, Hellebore, dark Room, Cc. wicren the Madman way be 
3 perha: s confin'd to his Straw, and 3d wp {rom fore certain forts of Meats 
: and Drin s, whereby, the Doctor nder Eimyelf intolerable 10 fis Pa ient, P. 10. 
who with our Author, under theſc Circumſtances, may fue for a 70 
leratien : However, he can't deny, but that the Phyſictan may juſtly re- 
\ fuſc it, and ule any of theſe Remedics to cure ſuch 1 But 
5 to leave this Trifler with Hi: (Libs in Porridge, under a Courle with his. 
Doctor, which indeed he ſeems to want; Laws are not made to reſtrain 
Men only from Hurt ful, but alto to enjoin Uſeful Actions; and this 
End is fully anſwerd, when the Legitlator, out of the great Variety of 
Aeans that ofter theinſelves to his Choice,, as ſubſcrvient to the Pallick 
7 Go:d, {elects ſuch as are ſuffi ient tor that Purpole, tho in acer to 
i others 
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others, equally fo. It is the Duty of the Magiſtrates to make, not only 
7. but Goed Laws, rot only uch as may Le iunbcentiy obcy'd, but 
Tikewiſe ſuch as will tend in their Exccution to the G. — Good and Ad- 
wantaze of the Feople, tho' not agrecable to the particular Humours of 
every Private Man: We mult diftinguih betwixt the Bonds which the 
Magiſtrate is to obſerve in Mating Lane, and the Meaſures of l is Sub/rft's 
Obedience: The the Inexpedience of any thing ought to debar him ſtom 
cnjounng it, yet when tis Enacted, nothing but the M-gatity of it, can 
eſeaſe them from its Obſervation. When the Law is actually promulg'd, 
jhall the Mu'titude be permitted to queſtion, and arraign the Prudence : 
and Diſerction of their Legit ators? It is the greateſt Inconvernence, in a ö 
Sate off Nature, that Men's Actions being therein directed by their Pri- 
vate Jadgments, and thoſe various, as their Humours, no unanimous 
Endcavour can be expected amongſt em to repel a Common Enemy, or 
provide for their mutal Security. And this Misfortune muſt equally at- 
tend a State of Socicty and Government, if every Subject therein, may 
be allow d ro refaſe to act in Conjunction with the reſt, Whenever his 
Opinion happens to differ from the Legiſlator's, concerning the I xpe- f 
dience of a Law. The Conſcquences of ſuch a wild Liberty as this, Þ 
wou'd be more grievous and intolerable, than all the molt Unneceſſary ; 
Commands of the moſt lumcurſome Prince in the World. It wou'd 
in ſhort overturn any Conſtitution, and ſubvert the very Peng of Co- 
vernment. For, What was the Riſe of that Damnable and never to be on. 
gotten Rebellion in 41; but the admir'd Maxim ot our Seditious Pamphle- 
tcer, here inſolently aſſorted, That Obedience is only due to. the Magiſtrate, 
when the People think he commands fuſta & Utilia * The Miſeries whereof, 
which lie has curſorily term'd Exiravagancies/1n his Dedication to the 
Queen, I hope our Author will allow at leaſt to beſomething worſe than 
the Freaks of Hel iogabalus; and that Edict of the Emperor, that ordered all the . 
Spider-webs in Rome to le collected, and the People to be entertain d with a Show =. 
of Mice, Rats, Weaſels, and Pole-cats, was not more ridiculous than the 
awkward Geſticulation, Phantaſtical Whining, and Hypocntical Canting f 
of thoſe Rebellious Saints, who-made Religion vile and contemptible, by 
covering all their villanous Impieties under a Godly Ma ſquerade. But 
this Author's whole Book is one entire Confutation of this his Beloved 
Maxim, That the Magiſtrate hat an undoubted Rig/t to command Omnia Fuſta 
& Utilia,having, th o rhe whole Courſe of it aſſerted, That every Man 
has an un-dou! ted Right to Think, Believe, and Act as Fe Pleaſes. 

P. 27. §. I. Our weak Author having in his own vain Imagination 
Triumpb'd ore the Cauſe of the Church, in maintaining an UNI“ 5 
VERSAL Toleretion fal SECT Sand IN FI DELS Whatſoecver, 5 
proceeds with all the Little Force he can Muſter, to Attack that Honou- 5 
rable Menber, Sir H. 77 erth, who bas fo einnently Signaliz 4 himſelf g 
in this Controver!, ; end repreſents him under the odious Character of 0 
a P:rſec , both in s Opinions an Practice. ! he firſt Reaſon he pro- 
ducks, „ ground this + ccuſation upon, is this Wrthy Gentleman ſup- 3 
poſug Occs/jonal Conf,rmiſts o be I H pocrites, in that they pretend Qn ſcience, 
an par ſus, nothing bat their Advautage. The Truth of which, we have 
already in ſome meaſure prov'd, and we hope to make undeniably appear 
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in the Scque! of this Piſcone. That this is granted by Ma of the 
Diſſenteis theinielves, admits of no diſpute, ard therefore. to ſuſt and 
Accurate a Writc, as Sir 77, M. may be fuppos'd to  Afcrt, not 


for any. Graintreſs of Expreſſion, but his undcubted Aſſurance uf the Fact, 


that Occ fin Conte; miſts, why defire the Gaardianſhip and Exccution f our 
Laut, ore ſcldozs inte Ly Life ters to be Guardians © their Children, and 
Exccu'ors of their Wilts, Which Fact our Author has infinuatcd to be 
of 19 fatal a Conſequence, that he ſays Sir H. A. does by afferting it, 


far as in bim lies, endeavour to take away tie Liberty from Hine Alen 
0 


as 
o lan ing their reſp.ttive Trades, which he kimſeif makes one Inſtance of 
oleration 5 Since he that it not fit to be Truſted as an Executir, is as 
wnfit to be Dea't with as 4 Mercl ant. This Conſequence is as /a;ſe, as tis 
popular: For I may Trade with a Quater, Papiſt, PredLytrrian, or Atheiſt, 
or any Man without regard had to lus Religion; but there's very 
good Reaton to make no ſuch Man my Executor, for that is a 
Charge of the Hi; heſt Trutt : Whilſt 1 deal with fuch oy ſelt, L can 
prevent their Villany, or at leaſt the Inconvenience will affect only 
my own Perſon, but the other Caſe Hazards the Safety of my Family. 
I hall add, that it. Sir. Hwumpherey Mackworth's Ceiſure of the Occæ- 
ſional Cont! 


Argument produced by the Commons, /That the Intent 1 the O caſional 


Bill was to prevent a ſcandalous Practice, which is 4 Reproach to all Religion, . 
gives Offence to all Chriſtians, and to the beſt among the Diſſenters then;ſeiv:s, 


the Lords rephed, That /e had gone 4 great way to prevent the EV IL 


that hill was intended to remedy, and that i: was a Scandal to Rejigion 


that Perſcus ſhou d Confirm only for a Place (*) Thus Sir Hump! rey Mark- 
warts Practice is fully vindicated, by the great Precedents he is able 
to quote for it; and the Conſiſtency of his Aſſertion with his Notion 
of the Toleration, duc to Conſcientions Diſſenters, will as clearly appcar; 


if we confider theſe Six following Poſitiens, and how very reconcile- 


able the greateſt Tenderncis. for Difenters is, with them. 1 

P. 29. F. II. The Poſitions are theſe, 1. 1 / to a Teleration eng ht 
to be given t9 4 conſtant, Diſſenter, it cuaht not to le given to an Occaſou Cen- 
forwiſt. 2. T hat to inca' acitate an Occaſions! Conformiſe ſor all Places aud Luer 


ployments, is not inceuſiſtent with a Jolera iin. 3. That Penallies are nut An 


in proper Method to convince. 4. Or at leaſt 10 diſpoſe Mens Minds for 
Conviction. 5.7 hat the Liſſenters are nu capable cf Empioyments by the 


Alt of Toleration, Cr, 6'y, That if th gre capalle iq that Law cr - any: 


other, they ſhud not be ſuffer d to remain ſo, 


P. 29. F. I. Eirlt, Y kat the” 4 Tolereticn ought to be given to 
T. 


: 


Diſenter, it 0ug/t not 10 be given to an Cceefitnal Conſornaſe. S 
deed. very, truly acocuuts theſe more Tnexcutable than Conſtant Diſſcn- 


ters, and that thoſe who Uniforndy follow the Prejudiccs of theirs: 


Education, in an uninterrupted Separation, from our Church, are 
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formity, p. 21. 25. 
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ormiſt be 4 Perſecu.ion, both our Houſes of Parliament 
are Chargeable with it, and equally partake in its Guilt. For to that. 


15 n tant | 


„A in- 


more jultly entitl'd to Iinpunity, than fuck, Scparatiſts who can Com- 


e Tha Tp? | WF D 
(*) Reports of / everal Conferences reluling 40 an, 2 to prevent Occafioual Con- 
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municate with her, when 'tis the condition of obtaining ſome Tem- 
poral Honour or Advantige. For which Reaſon his excellent Di- 
ſhnoton betwixt a Conf ienticus * Diſſ-nter, and a Ste Diſſenter, or an 
Occational Conformiſt for a Place, is inſt, and well grounded. And 
ſhou'd a Man think, that no other means ought to be us'4 to Re- 
claim the former, but Love and Kindneſs, Argum nts, Pcrſwaſions, and 4 
god Example, this wou'd not oblige bim to allow that ſuch gentle 
Treatment was due to tte later. How far Men's Opinions are in 
their own Power, ho juſtly their Peligious Frrors cxpoſe em ta, and 
how efteQually they may be remov'd by, Penal ies, we have before 
cxamin'd, and thee ſhewn, ho Irtle Reaſon our Author has, to 


inſiſt, as he here docs, upou his Arguments for a Toleration of Atheiſts, 


Deiſts, Sccinians, and all other Sc&s in the World, as if they were 
obvious and undemable Trutlis. Becauſe an Occaſienal Conformiſt has 
not the fame Notion of our Church, and the terms of her Communion, 
as a Conſtant” Separatiſt ; therefare his Non conformity, is more Ine#a- 
lable ; the Guilt of bis Schiſm is aggravated by his f your: bl e Opint- 
on of that Church he Diſſents from; this makes all Afrgumcuts for 
Seperation from it, which are at biſt Inſuqcient, to become in bis 
Mouth, tritling and frivolous. Our 4 uthor Nys, that to made Conſ icnticres 
Diſſenters the Object ot Teleratien, is to ſubvert all Toleration : ſince no Aa- 
giſtrate can tell, wko is a Conſcienti:ns Diſſenter, and who is not: Whercas there 
can't be any more fare and infalhble Criterions of any thing then of this: 
For what can be a greater Demonſtration , than ſuch Irreconct ſalle 
Contradiftions betwixt Men's Profefſion and Practice, as may enable the 
Magiſtrate, or any other to make the Diſcovery? For Inſtance, ſhould 
a Man join ſometimes in the moſt ſolemn Profeſſion. of our Cree! s, 
and yet ſeparate from the Chu ch, becauſe the Fancies and Intereſts 
of Men have introduc'd Corruptions into cm; Should the fame Man 
think the Worltip he owes to God, to be what he ju lges molt Ac- 
ccptable to him, ni yet ſometimes comply with a way of Worſhip, 
which he eſteems not to be ſo, that Man muſt either want found 
Underſtanding, ſo s not to be able to fee the moſt open and palpable 
Contradictions, or be cnſcious of the groſſeſt Inconſiſtency, betwixt 


his Principles and Actions. And becauſe Ccraſional © Con'ormiſfs are, 


cven ccording to our Authcr's Principles, Chargeable with Hypocriſy 
upon toth theſe accounts, he mut own, that no one can want ſuh- 


cicnt Demonſtration, that they neither are, or can be Conſcienti us 


Diſſ nt ri. Put the Diſicnters, Who before made their Conſcience the 
only Plea for their Toleration, now urge, that I rhe Magiſtrate Je e- 


rates only Crnſcienticus Diſſenters, it won!d not on'y Cramp a7 cl:ration, but 


render it Imtratlicable. But we can't diſmiſs this part of our Author's 
Performance, without conſidering, a very remarkable Inference, which 
he draws from Sir H. Ma #wortE's Treatiſe on the Bill. He fays, this 
Gentleman has given Reaſon to SUSPECT, than he t inis not more 
Favourably if any other” Diff ntcrs, than of Occaſional | Confirmiſs; and 
SEEMS to ſupboſ, that, 18 their ſtull orn and corrupt Wills ti at makes 
tem Piſſ nt. To thew the Sincerity of this Quot tion I (hall tranſcnle 
fir Humplrcy's Words at full length, which are theſe: - » - 


- withſtanding the Equal Opinion ou may have of their Abilit' cs. 


The Rights of the Church of England 33 
P. 6.8. 2. When Men ought, nay can, and actually) do comply with the 
Law for their own private Advantage, but wil not for tie ſake of the Go- 
vernment, which is the Caſe of Occaſional Conformiſts, Wherl cr is it the Lam, 


or their own ſtubborn and corrupt Will, that puts 'em under an Incapacity if 


Nerving their Prince and Cenntry? In which Paſſage there occur ſuch 
Expreſſions as exclude a'l Poſſ-bility of its being deſign'd againſt Con- 
ſtant Diſſenters, that our Author's imperfect Recital, and unfair M 
application of it to them, may paſs for the greateſt Inſtance of Hypceriſy, 
next to that Practice, for which he appears in this Bock, a Seuicleſs 
and Ridiculous Advocate. 

P. 34. $. 2. But to involve Sir Humphry Mackworth under the fame 
Crime, (that is here alleg'd againſt himſelf) of Hypocnſy, in main- 
taining Contradiction, he is ende»vou ing to retort this Argument 
upon him, by faſt'ning an Inconſiſtency upon him, how truly we 
ſhall ſee in the Examination of the next Tropoſition aſcrib'd to lum, 
namely, That to In apacitate Occaſiona! Conformiſts, ſcr all Places and Em 
ployments, is nit Inconſiſtent with a Toleratinm. Now as all Offices of tate 
and Government are Truſts of Power, they muſt be granted from / eſe 
in whom that Power is lodg'd, as Matters of Free Gift, to winch 10 
one Perſon can lay any Claim ; whether they are deriv'd from the 
Sovereign, or his immediate Repreſentatives conſtituted by Nominatt- 
on, or whether they are ſettled by the Determination and Appointment 
of the Legilature. And as thty are purely the Effects of Bounty and 


Favour, thoſe that give em have an undoubted Right to Aſſign th. Qua- 


lifications of ſuch as ſhall Enyoy | them: Whercby if any Number ot 
Men ſhall be debarr'd from them, they can't on that account be 
thought to undereo any Puniſhment or Penalty. For whereas this 


in its Notion carries a necePary Reference to ſome antecedent Crime, 


of which when juſtly inflicted, it argues the ſuffering Party to be 
Guilty; on the contrary, the moſt Inoffenſwe Man Living, may 
be fairly excluded from Civil Employments. To juſtify this, it's 
ſai cient that he wants ſome Accompliſhments. to Qualify him for 
that Poſt, or Buſineſs, that a Man may be Innocently without, or 
that others may be poſſeſs'd of in an higher degree. Neither is hercby 
any Mark of Infamy or Diſgrace put upon them, the Preference in this 
caſe given to others, at moſt, is only an Argument, that their Govern- 
ours think them not the MOST FIT among the Body of Subjects 
for Offices of State, an Opinion that cvery Modeſt Man (except an 
Occaſional Conformiſt) muſt entertain of himſelf. Nay, in ſome Caſes 
the Legiſlature may Incapacitate ſome Members of the Common-wea!th 
to hold publick Employments, tho' in their Judgment no ways Infe- 
rior to thoſe to whom they ate Appropriated. When a Kingdom 1s 
divided into oppoſite Factions, Diſaffected to each other by long 
Hereditary Quarrels, and Diſtractcl in Opinion, concerning the 
true Intereſt of their Country, and the beſt Means of advancing it: 
If in this Cafe the Legiſlators deſire Unanimity in the Publick Pro- 
ceedings, (without which no Nation can be ſafe or happy) they muſt 
exclude One Party or Other from a Share in the Admimitration, not- 


And 


eg! 


\ 
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And that our Proteſtant Difſenters may be thus excluded without an 

Breach of the Telerction which they claim, appears from our Author's 
Deſcription of it Pag. 20. S. II. which as he defines to Be an Exemption 
of tem from any Harm the Lem protects every innecent Engliſh- Han 
fron, and ſecuring them in thoſe Rights which innocent Men enjoy, certainly 
diſabling them to hold Publick Places an! Employments is con{iſtent 
with it. Foraſmuch as many Innocent. Subjects of England are under 
that Incapacity. For is not one whole Sex dcbarrd from publiek Em- 
Woyments, notwithitanding its great Capacity for Buſineſs and Govern- 
men? Which our Conſtitution it ſelf ſuppoſes, by Allowing the very 
Crown to deſcend upon it, and the Throne has Leen fifd by it in 
the Two moſt Incomparabiy Glorious and!Profperous Reigns ſince the 
Conqucſt. A mamfcit Proof how poor a Claim Innocence and even 
Ability give to Places of I ruſt and Honour; to which no Men can affume 
any Right, as being meerly Acts of Grace, and what Merit the Oc- 
cafe Conformiſts can pretend to, muſt be left in the Donor's Breaſt 
to judge. We may juſtly fear that truſting Men of ſuch Hy pocritical 
and pernicious Principles and Practices will be found a ready Wa 

to bury the QUEEN, inſtead of them, alive, who can have the Confi- 
dence to menace the Government with their hard Uſage, and Rebel- 
liouſiy here aſſert, that they are ſtigmatiz d as Pille d and Expor'd Vil- 
lains not fit to be truſted; and that they are Murder'd if they are not 
Prefer'd. As for the Purchasd Empluyments; which our Author has the 
Modeſty to term Free-Holds and Properties, if the Government ſhou'd 
re- aſſume them by any Law, it is but quſtice upon that baſe Corrupti- 
on, by which they were at firſt unrighteouſſy obtain d: this indeed 
wou'd be only reſtoring things, out of Uſurpation, to their proper 
and primitive Order, and putting them in the Channel which they 
ought to ꝛun in. And if fuch' Mercenary Stock Fol bers of Offices, ſhou'd be 
Stript and jtarvd , it is only what they deſerve, for bringing 
ſuch a Diſgrace upon the Government, by making a meer Traifick 
and Exchange of it. Since therefore the Incapacity intended by the 
Bill is no Encroackment upon the Liberty, Property and Rights of the Subject, 
ſince, (as Sir H. Mac worth lays) it 5 aims at the PRESERVATION 
OF THE GOVERNMENT, mu the Perſecution of Diſſenters, and 
affefls none who think fit to Conform Occaſunally for Heir cwn private Inſor- 
mation, ſince in thoſe who Occaſionally Conform, on ther Accounts, it does not 
fo much regard the Nature of their crime, as the PUBLICK SAFETY, 
we may very juſtly conclude that Sir Humphrys Learned Defence o 

the Occaſional Billisaltogether conſiſtent with his Notions of Toleration, 
and cannot, without the moſt malicious Miſ-Conſtruction, be any ways 
term'd a Perſecution. But this is the old Cant of the Schiſmaticks, and 
had Len is XIV. put no ſeverer a Perſecution on hs | Subjetls, the Hugonots 
wou'd have found little Reaſon to have deſerted their Country for want 


of Employments, or complaty'd of the Tyrannical Uſage of their So- 


vereign, for not advarcing em into Preferments. They wou'd have been 
content to have enjoy d the Exercife of their Religion in Peace and Tran- 
quillity, and wou'd have been ſo far from ambiticuſly aſpiring to the 
Favours of the Government, that they wou'd have taken it as the _— 

' AVOUT 
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Favonr to live undiſtarb'd in their Rights and Properties, and the Pro- 
feſſion of their own particular Sentiments. But this will not ſatisfy Cur 
Engliſh Diſſenters, who muſt have their Religion ſit Con fortable 2bout 
them, not bare and naked, but well cleathd, and recommended with 
Wealth and Honmr ; they tell us, they miu kave their Paſſage to Heaven 
thro this World free and eaſy, not moleſted with the burdenſome Doctrines 
of Mortihcation and Selt-Demal, winch are the T. Parts of Chri- 
ſtianity, and by no means ſuited to the Trnder Conſtitutions of Saints, 
and Weak Brethren. They deſire to be excusd the Tranſportation of 
Elijah, or making an odd Figure in Foxe's Martyrology: They proteſt 
againſt Fire and Faggot, have a Mortal Averſion to Hemp, and ſwoon at the 
Sight of a Gibbet, and think nothing ſo proper a Vehicle to the next 
World, as a Feather-Bed: And are therefore very angry with Sir Humpkry 
Mackworth for asking the Queſtion, Whether there are no Hopes of goin» to 
a better World without a Publick Employment * A Queſiton, tt ey tell us, 
only proper for a Julian to put to a Chriſtian ; but, with Submyſon, 1 
think it is a Queſtion very properly put from a Qriſtian to a Julian, to a 
Man that is no riſtian, but an Apoſtat ani Renegadoe, a Man that re- 
nounces his own Principles in his Practices. 

P. 37. This next Paragraph is ſo full of Nauſeous Tartolog)y, and aw k- 
ward 1 upon Sir H. M. that it deſerves no other Anſwer than Con- 
tempt and Silence. But leſt this Vain-2lorions Author ſhou'd plume 
himſelf upon his Byffoonry, we will take him a little to Task. The Pro- 
poſition which herein he aſcribes to this Judicious Gentleman, 2s co: tra- 
dictory to his Notions of Tolcration, and the very Premiſes from wherice 
he deduces it, is, that Penalties are proper to convince Diſſenters. His Words 
upon which this Imputation is founded, are theſe : That nothing in (ts 
Tulement can be more free than the Mind of Man, and nothing can trevail up- 
on it, but what is introduc d by Love and Kindneſs, and that therefore he ever 
thought, that gentle Methols, by Reaſm, Arguments, and a good Example, 
were much more proper and likely means to bring the Diſſenters over to the 
Church, than Penalties and Paniſhwents. Now all that our Author can 
fairly charge upon Sir Hun phry, is, that he has not inferr'd quite ſo 
much as woud have follow'd from his Premiſes : That he has only 
gathered from 'em, That gentle Methods are much more (inſtead of the 
only) proper Means, and much more (inſtead of the only) Likely Means 
to- bring Diſſenters over to the Church, than Penaltics, Do theſe Two Propo- 
ſitions, Gentle Methods can only prevail on the Mind of Man, and Gentle 
Methods are more likely to prevail on it, than Penaltics, contradict cac!i 
other? The Latter aſſerts nothing but what the Former attirms, tho' not 
exactly ſo much: And therefore Novice: in Reaſoning know, that the 
Former neceſſarily contains and infers the Lattir. The only Fault of ſuch 
Deductions as this, is, that thy are too manifeſt, and very ſeldom in- 
form any One of what they did not know before. But how I pray can 
it be inferr d, becauſe Sir Hamp!ry declares Gentle Adethods to be, in Lis 
Julgment, nuch more likely to win der Diſſenters tian Penalties, that he 


Pref. N r. 


& E. Gs 


covertly intimates a Deſire, that the Latter thou'd be inilictel on thin? 


This is fo will a Conjecture, and 10 groundleſs an Impuration, a 
nothing can regoncile, with the great Dcerce of Charity our Author lays 
Claim to, but a much greater Want of Lee i 4. 

| | 3 75 . 79, 


B. 59. and thus, I Deprivations and Incapacities would 


3 40. 
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P. 39. The Furth Poſition which our Author charges upon Sir H 

Mackwirth, as Inconſiſtent with his Notions of Toleration, is that Penal- 

ties are ( if inſuffici-nt to convince the Mind) yet at leaſt proper and eff flual 
to diſvoſe it for Conviction, This our Author infers to be that Worthy 
Centlemamis Opinion, becauſe to all that he ſays concerning the Freedom of 
Mens Minds, yon which nothing can prevail, but what is introduc'd Ly Love- 
and Kindneſs, he ſubjoins, that He can't conceive tat th. ſe Means will be 
render'd leſs effettual Ly the Aſſitance and Influence of tie Vccaſional Bill. Now 
the Incapacity under which t Bill would have laid Diſſenters, being 
the MILD EST METHOD by which the Members of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church can attempt their own Security : being, as we have ſhewn be- 
fore, neither in Truth, nor in Sir H. Mackworth's Opinion, a Puniſb- 
nent, our Author can't infer from what he ſays concerning the Influence 
and Aſſutance of That Bill, that he thinks Penalties proper and effectual 
to diſpoſe Men for Conviction : But ſuppoſing he thought ſo, let us ſee 
how his Adverſary proves their . that 57 Poem He begins 

I 


poſe the Diſſenters to be con- 
vinc'd, then all the Penal Laws ought to ſtand in full Force againſt them : For if 


Hardſhips are proper ſor that end, the greater they are, the more likely they are 
70 be ffectaal. 2 4 ond never — exp Red to have found an Advo- 
cate tor the Diſenters drawing this Conſequence, and truly they are 
obliged to us if out of Charity we ſhould Wiſh it Falſe. For if this Ar- 
gument proves any thing, it infers, that all Crimes, tho' of the moſt un- 
cqual Demerit, ought to be Puniſh'd with the ſame Severity, that is, 
with the utmoſt poſſible. For according to this Reaſoning, if any De- 
gree of Puniſhment be uſeful to reſtrain the leaſt Sin, the Puniſhment due 
to the greateſt, ought to be inflicted on ſuch as are Guilty of it, Be- 
cauſe that would more effettually than the other, prevent its Commiſ- 
P. 40. But our Author goes on to this purpoſe, 1f Hardſhips and Incon- 
veniencies were requiſite to diſpoſe Diſſenters for Conviction, Caſhiering them 


from their Places mou d not be neceſſary for that end; ſince their Diſtance from 


the Church is attended with nothing but Repreach and Difficulty, being already 
precluded ſrom Uſefulneſs, Honour, and Preferment. Now how the Diſſen- 
ters, who in Deſpight of their Diſtan e from the Church, by Occaſional Un- 
formity to its Sacraments, daily advance themſelves into Places of great 
Truſt and Honour, are at the ſame time precluded from Honour and Pre- 
ferment, does, I confeſs, exceed my Comprehenſion : This is a more broad 
and glaring Contradiction than any our Author preſumes to charge Sir 
H. Ma:kworth with. Certainly they who think their Schiſm attended 
with nothing but Hardſhip and Infamy, whilſt they enjoy as well the 
Extrarrdinary Favours as the common Protection of the Government, con- 
tend, as this Ingen icus Senator ſays, not for Liberty of Conſcience, but for 
Power and Dominion, and will never think their Toleration compleat, till 
they enjoy thele excluſwely of all their Fellow-Subjects. 4 

41. Our Aut! or proceeds to ridicule the Way, by which Sir H. 
Macltmorth thinks the O caſi nal Bill, which incapacitates Diſenters for 
Offices, wou d diſpoſe em for Conviction, namely by Indxcing them to 
Wiſh for a Reconciliation with the Church, and inclining them to a more favou- 


rable 
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rable Enquiry into its Nature and Excellency, He thinks nothing more ridi- 


o 
: 


culouſly abſurd, than that Men ſhin'd be brib'd and intimidated, in erder to 


make em judge 1 4 concerning the Excellency of the Eftabliſh'd Church, that 


Truth can be prejudicd by nothing ſo much as this Method, nor Falſhood  ſup- 
ported by any thing more. Now after all this inſipid Satyr, againſt diſpo- 
ſg Men for Conviction by raiſing their Hopes and Fears, is it not the. 
very Way that God himſelf has thought fit to make uſe of to procure an! 


preterve Men's Belief of the Two only Religions he has reveal\4 ? To 


prevent Apoſtacy from the Firſt, it was made Capital by Maſes, and a fear- 
ul looking for of Fudgment and fiery Indignaticn was thought neceſſary, by 
Chriſt, to keep us ſteady and unſhaken in the Belief of the Larter. And 


this, tho' the Law nas a Commandment Holy, Fuſt, and Good, and the Goſpeb 


et more agreeable to the beſt Reaſon, and wiſeſt Apprehenſions of Man- 


ind, is a plain Evidence, that the Excellency of no Church or Rchgion 


is {0 great, but that to perſwade Men of it, it may be very proper and 
efiectual to apply to their Paſſions and alarm their Fears. A Man wou'L 
be apt to think, that an Author, Who rails ſo plentifully againſt that 
Method of gaining Men's Aſſent which = Wiſdew has made uſe of 
to propagate and confirm the Belief of Fudai 


iſm, and Chriſtianity, had no 


great Reverence for Reveald N 2 Are you ſure, Mr. Declaimer 


(to apply . witty Addreſs to 
to your ſelf) that there is no Lurking Deiſt, no Unitarian, no Politico- 


* Theologi/t, no Sccinian, or Toa no Blount or Tolaud behind the Cur- 


* tain, who, under Pretence of aſſerting the Rights of Proteſtant Di ſſen- 
* f TT 
ters, aims at the Subverſion of Chriſtianity, and to reduce this Nation 


* to the Worſhip of the One True God, as the Cant of tome Makometan. 


* Citizens of the World is? A Reformaticn in the Faith of the Church of Eng- 


ir H. Mackworth with ſome Variation 


* land would be very ſubſervient to this blefſed End, and make way for 


< Fopery, or any thing elſe, but the true Proteſtant Religion. 
P. 42. Our Author 1s here, with his uſual Fidelity, pleas'd to charge 


ſome Propoſitions on Sir H. M. which he no where ſo much as Inſinuates; 


As that Occaſional Conſormity is of great Advantage to the ¶ urch, which if 


he were ſure of Sir H. AMA. Thoughts (Which this Writer cou'd not aſſert, 


without uſurping that Prerogative of God, which he is always charging 


on his Adverſary) yet both he and all Men muſt own that conſtant . 
4 of Greater Advantage to it: and that it is therefore 


-onformity muſt 
for its Intereſt ,. that Diſſenters ſhou'd have the Inducements to the Lat- 


ter, which they have now to the Former. Neither does Sir H. Mac morth 


a as our Author miſrepreſents oy: That Occaſional Conformity will © 
be ſo 


much prattis'd, when tis no Inlet into Places, as now it is; On the con- 


trary, he directly aſſerts, That thoſe great Numbers, who nom occaſtonally 


conform for their Profit, will then have greater Inducements to be conſtant to the 


urch. P. g. S. 3. This indeed was One Main End, and Deſign of the 
Bill it felf. Nor Laſtly, does he ſuppoſe, as this Writer pretends, the 


Church to be in Danger of any Thing, but her Eſtabliſhment, ſhould Occa- 
fronal Communion (till continue unreſtrain d, or that the Steadinel- of 
Church-Men to their Principles, and their faithful Adherence to Epiſco- 
pal Communion, under the greateſt Diſcouragements, is more to be 


queltzon'd than the Perſeverance of the Conſcientious Piſknters in 4 
2 ike . 
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like Circumſtances. So that all the Inconſiſtency of Sir H. Mackworth's 
Opinions, with the Truth, and his own Aſſertions, is owing to want of 
Diſcernment, or a much worſe Defe& in his Adverſary. 

P. 43. But he goes on in his uſual abſurd way of ſhewing Sir H. Mack- 
worth's Inconſjtencies. Firſt roundly and peremptorily aſſerting, that ſome 
Jurcſ-men ought to be incapacitated for Places as well as Diſſenters, ſince ſome 


MODERATE Men, that pretend to be Members of the Church, have not 


Sefficiently enquir'd into it's Excellency, and that their Conformity is owing to E— 
ducation, Cuſtom, Eaſe, and Alvantage: and then Arraigning Sir H. Mack- 
worth for want of Charity, in not believing the Diſſenters bare Proteſtations , 
and fer encreaching upon God's Prerogative in judgins Mens Hearts, becauſe 
he paſſes the like okay on the Separatiſts, It is, it ſeems, our Author's pe- 
culiar Way Occaſionally to do what he Statedly condemns. He will not, 
I preſume, pretend to judge of Men's Hearts, by Natural Means, with 
greater Certainty than Sir H. Macſmorth, but tis th: Privilege of SAINTS 
to be endow'd with Gifts, which none but themſe ves are * of, 
and who are always conſcious of Others, but not of their own Hypocrt- 
2 None but a Sceptic can aſſert, that after a diligent and impartial 
xamination of any Truth, a Man can ſincerely reject it, as falſe. And 
therefore. ar H. Mac north, with good Reaſon , affirms, that ſuch an En- 
wry into the Doctrine and Conſtitution of the E/ab:iſh'd Church mult by 
nſequence, reconcile Diſſenters to it: That Uninterrupted Conformity, 
wou'd be the Effect of that Enquiry, tho? not the ſame thing with it, as 
our Author makes Sir H. ſay, that he may the more effectually blacken 
him under the odious Character of 3 Perſecutor. Hitherto the Credit of 
this worthy. Gentleman's Accurate Pg formance (if the Baffling ſuch a Puny 
Adverſary can give any Man anyF1onour) is advanc'd by the weak At- 
tempts of this, and all that inſpertinent Fry of Seriblers who have 
ſhewn nothing, * beſides their own Ignorance and Ili-breeding, but that 
the molt inquiſitive Malice can find nothingein Sir Hs. Treatiſe that he 
ought not to maintain, for the ſake of the Truth, and his own eſtabliſh'd Re- 

utation. | 
F P. 44, and 45, The next Abſurdity, which our Author without the 
lealt Ground, aſcribes to that Learned Gentleman, Is this Inference, That 
Detriving and Incapacitating the Diſſenters for Cſfices, is no Injury to em, be- 
cauſe they / ave no Title to, or ſo much as a Capacity of holding them ly the 
Act of Toleration. Here our Author triumphs, as if Sir H. by this De- 
duction, had forfeited all Pretences to Senſe and Reaſon, whereas no 
fur and intelligent Adverſary could ever have charg'd him with fuch a 
thing. In {one Debates, on the Occaſional Bill, it was objected, that the 
{ncapacity, under which it put the Diſſenters, would entrench upon the 
AE if Toleration, To which Sir H. replies P. 3. That this Act ccud be 
na wajs Concern'd'in a Diſpute upin tiat Subject, there being n9 Provifien made 
by it, that Diſſeaters ſhould. be intiti'd to, or qualify'd fer, Publick Ofiices and 
Employments. He does not, from theſe Words, inter, that ſuch an Inca- 
parity wou'd be nv fahle I. to Diſſenters, but that it was not pr. 
judicial to em upon 'this particular Account, as any Ways entreucking 
4-02 this Act of Toleration, which cod in no Reſpect. be affected by it. Should 
wideed a Law paſs, to Dijpeſeſs Diſſenters of their Eſtates, or to burn n all 
. 17 
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in the Cheek (as this Author puts the Cafe), it, would, in Effect, deſtroy 
that Act, as inflicting on 'em ſeverer Puniſhments, than the Penal Laws 
did, from the Sanction» of which they are exempted” by it. But the 
preſent Indulgence granted to them, being only, as cur Author de- 
{cnbcs it, an Eaſe given to tender Con ſciences, all Laws are conſiſtent with 
it, the Penalties of which no Sectariſt can incur for Conſcience ſake, bare- 
Ty for ſerving God in his own Way. If our Author performs his Pro- 
miſe, of ſolidly replying to what Sir H. lays down concerning the 
Corporation and J eſt Acts, that according to their plain Meaning and Intent, 
Occaſional Conformijts ſtand excluded from” Places, I hope the Weakneſs 
and {candalons. Faults of this firft Performance will be aton'd for, by 
the Exactneſs of the Sccond. From what we have before remark'd, 


it appears, that Sir H. Mackworth's Queries, concerning the C:nſiſtency of 


the Teleration Act and Occaſinoal Bill, are proper Appeals to the Common 
Senſe of all Mankiad, beſides our Author, as importing the Negation of 
no One Thing, that is not notoriouſly and undeniably falſe, At that theme 
is any Word or Clauſe in that Act, which ſuppoſes Diſſenters to be qualiſy doſſo 
Offices; that this Bill ſubjects mi any Penalties for ſerving God ; after their 
on Way ; in particular, to th of any Part of their Property. For we 
have before (hewn it to be againſt the Nature of Government, that the 
Offices of State ſhould ever become Freeholds, by proving, that the Legiſla- 


ture may, as it judges molt for the Advantage of the Publick, determine, 


whoſhall bear a Part in the Ad miniſtration, and who ſhall be exlcuded 
from it: And thoſe who are liable to Proſecutions and Fines, if they ſhould 
preſume to exerciſe that Authority, for which they are by Law diſqualify d, 
may yet ena the moſt abſolute Liberty of Conſeience : A Law inflicting Pe- 
naltics on D 
than thoſe Laws which puniſh them for Theft and Mutder: It does not 
reſtrain em from doing any thing they think zeceſſary for Salvation, but 
only from what They, who repreſent the Government, judge Incompatible 
with the Publick Safety, and what the Diſſenters, did they rightly conſider 
the Terms of Salvation, would judge as inconſiſtent with it. 11 25 
P. 47. Having thus evinc'd, That the Diſſenters kave no Right to 4 boundleſs 


Toleratios' in general, and that the Occaſional Conſormiſts in particular, have 


leſs Reaſon to lay c aim to it; and, that Depriving and Incapacitating them is 
no Perſecution, but a proper Means to diſpoſe them to Conviction ; and, that 'its 
no way Inconſiſtent with the Act of Toleration, we come to conſider the laſt 
Poſition, which our Author calls the Main Objection ; That Suppoſing 
Diſſenters were capable by the Act of Toleration ; or any other Lam, of Publick 
Places and Employments, yet they oug!t not to be ſuffer'd to continue ſo, 
becauſe they are HY POCRITES and SCHIS MATIC KS. Our Au- 
thor to ſhew that the Charge of Hy; ocrify ought not to Impeach their Right (as 
he terms it) to Offices, defines an Hypecrite to be one, whoſe Actions are 
inconſiſtent with his Prin'iples, and wko is Conſcious that they are ſo, Suppoſing 
which Definition to be juſt and true, I ſhall join Ifae with our .* uthor, 
and undertake to demonſtrate, that this Character is very deſervedly fixt 
upon the Occaſional Conformiſts. What has been before {aid on this 


Foint, might be tufficient to determine it, but becauſe nothing ſhall be 


will omit no 
| Weight 


wanting moſt cftectually to eſtabliſh this Accuſation, we 


flenters, for hat Crime, no more encroaches on the Toleratio?, - 


. 
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Arguments our Author produces, but will exhibit them in their full 
Weight and Force, which will be foun! very inconſiderable. The whole 
ſtrength whereof, conſiſt in theſe Two Propoſitions, Firſt, That 'a- bare 
Inconſiſtency in Principles and Practices is not ſufficient to prove a Man an Hy- 
pocrite, unl:ſs it is alſo provid, that ke is Conſcious of this Inconſitency, and 
through Malice and Deſign, gvilty of it. Secondly, That tho this ould be 
prov'd uÞ0n the Occaſimna! Conformijts, there are other Men in the Werld, as 
much deſerving the ſame Inputation, and particu ary ſome Men in the Charch. 
For the proof of the Firlt. we are told, that a Man may be Inconſiſtent in 
his Actions and Principles, through Jencrance Inadvertenc and _— and con- 
Jequently, ſuch an one may be denominated a weak 1an,but not a Hypocrite, That 
this is not the Caſe of the Occaſional Conformiſts, will appear froma right View 
of it. They tell us, that they believe cur Churc/'s Rubrick, which enyoins, 
that none ſhould publickly Receive the Conſecrated Elements, unleſs 


Kneeling, is an Eccleſiaſtical Uſur pation, which they ought not to countenance 


on abet, nor can comply with, innocently : And yet they always preſent 
themſelves in this Poſture, when they come to receive the Bleſſed 
Euchariſt in our Church: They maintain their Seperation from her, 
upon no leſs an Accuſation, than that e is Corrupt in Her Faith and 
Worſhip; and require a Reformation in both, to render Her Commu- 
nion Legal; and yet to * themſelves for Preferment, can in 
Deſpight of this publick Charge, join in the moſt Solemm Profeſſion 
of the one, and Circumſtantial Performance of the other: They tell us that 
greater Edification, and an higher Advancement in Spiritual Improve- 
ment, is their main Argument for entring into Religious Cenfederacies, 
in Oppoſition to the Church; and yet they can Communicate with it, 
upon Occaſion for their temporal Advantage when it hes equally under this 
Defect. They Reproach our Church for want of Diſcipline, and 
the weakneſs of Her Authority, whilſt they themſclves deny a neceſ- 
fary Part of that Authority, the Power of Refuſing the Sacrament to 


any profligate-Wretch, whom it may Capacitate for an Office. Either 


we muſt ſuppoſe Occaſional Conformiſts incapable of any Reflection in the 
World, and much Weakter Brethren, much more Unqualified for Offices, 


than- they wou'd be thought to be, or aſſert that in all theſe plain 
and undeniable Inſtances, they cannot but be Conſcious of the greateſt 


Inconſiſten y betwixt their Principles and Prattices, But to retort an Ar- 
gument upon our Author, which onght for ever Silence him; he has 
acknowleg'd himſelf, in the Diſſenter's Name, Guilty of this Charge, 
by Aﬀertins in theſe expreſs Words, 7 hat the n be Hy- 
pocrites, ſhould they not Worſhip Go1, in that which they take to be the moſt 
acceptable manner; and as poſitively in the very ſame Period affirming, 
That tie Diſſ nters think their way of Worſhip, mire Accettable to God, 
than that Eſtabliſbd by Law The neceſſary and moſt obvious Confe- 
quence of which Poſitions, is that Diſſenters are, by their own Con- 
ceſſion, guilty of Hypecriſy, whenſocver their Occaſions lead em from 
their Conventicles to the Church: Out of your own Menths ſhall ye be 


— 


condemm d, O ye Wicked Servants! N | | 
Neither wHl-the Recr:minations our Author is pleas'd, out of his 
great Charirty, ſo ſalſly to caſt upon the Church, any ways alleviate 


b X Fig 
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his hanous Crime, or leſſen the Infamy of his own Conceſſion : We 
may fay with him in the Pſalmilt, 7 e 2 thy Mouth to Evil, and 
thy Tongue frameth Deccit : Thou ſitteſt and ſpeakeſt againſt thy Brother, 
thou ſlandereſt thy own Mother's Son: Thou thoughte| 

ſtency of Going ſometimes to 4 Cathedral, ſometimes 1 4 Pariſh-Charch, 
ſometimes to a Church ſubjedt to Eniſcopal | Juriſdiction, ſimetimes to One 
exempted from it, has been before fully Contutcd. And bis other 
Inſtances .of Hy pocriſy, and Perjury, in the Church, are to highly 
reflecting upon the Government, that they deſerve to be Confuted by 
it, not with Argument, but Correction; and are a ſufficient Proof, that 
Penalties are the moſt proper Methods to work upon a Fanatick's 


Underſtanding. The Crimes laid to our Charge here, are, ay Oatks 


uon the occaſion of a good Place, or Benefice, that a Title is the pretended Mo- 
tion f the Holy Ghoſt, fir Clirg y-men to tate Orders, that the Chapter's Ele- 
ting a Biſhop — the Conge diellire, c Hyporriſy before Gd. But 
is our Author ſo ſtupid as to believe, that theres any Parity be- 
twixt taking the Oaths and receiving the Sacrament; to qualify a Man 
For an Qffice ? Isi not the former a Security Which every Man is obliged 
to give the Government, to which he comes in, upon Principle, and 
after faithfully adhercs, and pays a conſtant Allegiance to? But do 
theſe Occaſional Conformiſis ; exther.- come to the Commumon of our 
Church upon its Principles, or are they afterwards conjtant Members of 
it? If the Laws for the Clergy's Proviſion and Maintenance, have re- 
quired, that every Man that is admitted into Holy Orders, Mall have a 
Title, Does that Legal, Externa! Condition exclude the Evangelical,Cll. 
-or Internal Condition 2 Is not the One required, as well as the Other ? 
Or cannot a Man have a Motion of the Holy Ghoſt, either previous to, 
concurring with, or even without this Title? If a Chapter is obliged, 
under a Premunire, to comply with the (unge d'eſlire, that is, to — 


their: Obedience to the Government, by approving of its Eleqion of a 


Biſhop, and they beſeech God's Providence and Direction in it, where 
is the . Hypocriſy in all theſe Caſes? The Truth is, the Diſſenters ale 
reſolved to engroſs the Holy Ghoſt to themſelves, and think no one can 
be nioved by the Spirit, but to rebel like themſelves againſt their Supcriors. 
Our Author was in the right, in Prefacing theſe Scandals upon tlic 
Church, with dome mollifying Expreſſions, as being well con ſciuus that 
ſuck Language ought not to be born from the Diſſenters, p. a9. 


- 
* 


P, 49. This Charge of Hypocriſy, being ſo evidently made cut 
again 


the Occaſional Conformiſts, that our Author ſeems to diſtruſt his 


own Defence, and give up the Cauſe ; he has however another Salvo 
for their abſolute Toleration, and urges, that 7 hey ought nt to he deprivꝰd 
of it, upon the Aecount of Hypocriſy, becauſe it is no Civil Crime; as {ating 


not under the Magiſtrates Cognizance, and therefcre nat puniſhable by any 


Human Law, or Power in this World, but only by God in the Next. To 
which we repiy, that Hypocriſy, tho' an Offence Immediately. againſt 
God, is alſo, with reſpect to Mankind, a Violatio» of Juſtice ; as 
being a Lye in Action, and may be ſo Circumſtautiated, 'as to bœome 
no leſs Deſtructive to Civil, than Relig iuus Societies. When Contcience 

15 


that I was alrogetier p, 5, 19. 
ſuch an one as thy ſelf, but I mill reprove thee. The pretending Inconſſ- 20. 27 
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is mide” Uſe of, as a ſanfify'd Pretence for diſturbing the Peace 
and Order of a Nation, by Men who are only govern'd by their Inte- 
reſt ; when they plead it for living in a State of Diſobedience to their 
Superiours, whoſe Injunctions they can never ſubmit to, but 
for mercenary Profit; and when their Reaſons, for their 
Occaſional Compliance with the Laws; ſo palpaly contradi&t thoſe for 
their Stated Violation of them, that no Man of common Senſe, can 
really aſſent to both: In each of theſe Cafes, much more when they 
all concur, Hypocriſy becomes a. Civil Crime, and ought to be reſtrain d 
upon a Political, as well as Religious Account. For althogh it is a Sin of 
a Spiritual Nature, and immediately ſubject to the Divine Inſpection, 
yet ought it not therefore to be exempted from the Notice of the 
Magiſtrate: Becauſe his Office Reſpects All Sins Indifferently, tho ſome 
more indeſputably belong to his Cognizance : And tho' the Morality 
of all our Actions, is wholly ſeated in the Inner- Man, and our Ex- 
ternal Performances don't conſtitute their Guilt : yet thoſe Performances 
are Signs and Indications of the Thoughts, and Intentions of the Heart ; 
and as Such, ſubje& Offenders (and no lefs Hypocrites , than Others,) 
to Human Examination. Our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf has 
given us this, as a ſure and infallible Rule of W 
. rf when they act their Parts under the moſt crafty and 
diſguiſing Subtlety, and the moſt likely to ſecure em from Diſ- 
covery, that even then, by their Fruits we ſhall know them: And 
what more Fruitful Proof can be given, than ſuch an Irreconcilable 
Repugnancy in the Diſſenters Principles and Practices, which open- 
ly tends to deſtroy all Muua Tru, the great Band and Foun- 
dation of Human Society, and conſequently ſtrikes at the very Root of Go- 
vernment? The Magiſtrate doubtleſs, is not only Permitted, but is 
Oblig'd, as God's Vice-Gerent by any Legal Methods to reſtrain ſuch 
a pernicious Act of "Hhpocrify, which is as capable of Proof and 
Evidence, by its Overt As, as Murther, Robbery, Treaſon, or any 
other abominable Crime; for to leave the Practice of it, without a 
ſufficient Penalty to prevent it, is to promote and encourage it. 

P. 50. $. 2. Our Author is here pleaſed, in the Name of the .Diſ- 
ſenters to make a very merry Propoſal to the urch- Men, which I 
dare alſo promiſe in their Name, they will very readily en . with; 
Namely, that Occaſional Cl (Ones ſhall contentedly ſtand excluded from 
all Offices, when thoſe who have never taken the Oaths, or ſign d the Aſſo- 
eiation, are excluded” tho, What Military, or Civil Implohments, theſe 
Latter have, or are capable of, if this unaccountable Writer will be 
ſo kind as to inform me, I may perhaps farther promiſe him for his 
Reward, to get him the ſame che e, And when his Hand is in, 
for reconciling Contradictions, I wou d beſeech him to acquaint me, 
how Occafional Conformiſts can T HINK, that their Conntry won't want 
their Service, when all Hypecrites are debarr'd from Places, whilſt they 
alſp THINK, at the Fe time that there would be thereby, fewer Officers, 
than Places to be ſupplyd? But THINKING Abſurdities is ſo Habitu- 
al to them, that they may be ſuppos d even to THINK, that the 
Preferments of this n may be Ou. Numb red by fewer 3 

2 than 


% 
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than there are Preferments in it. Can any Tenet be ever too mon- 


ſtrous for ſuch Men to ſwallow ? Will thei: Faith flick at Tranſulſtan- 
tiation, that can down with ſuch groſs Propoſitions? But let ns here 


obſerve their Extraordinary Charity, for the want whereof they ſo 


often Bellow againſt their Adverſaries; rather than own this Accuſa- 
tion of Hypocriſy, which they find utterly impoſſible to ſhift-off, or 
deny; they are reſoly'd to arraign all Mankind for the fame Sin, 
and think to make themſelves Innocent, by charging the Whole World, 
as Guilty of it: As if there was no ſuch thing as Veracity, or Sincerity, 
upon Earth, becauſe it cannot be found among the Diſſenters. 

P. 51. Having thus prov'd the Charge of Hypocriſy againſt the: Dif- 
ſenters, and therein fix d a Bar againſt their boundleſs Toleration, the 
next thing they deſire to be heard to, this their Repcſentative, z the 
other Ky of SCHIS MM: To whith they plead not Guilty ; er ſuppoſmg 
them to be Guilty of it, yet, that Schiſm ought not to debar them from the Right 
of this Toleration. To prove the Firſt they tell us, That they are not guilty 
of Schiſm, becauſe they are not Uncharitable, for that there is no other Senſe if that 
Word in Scripture, than a meer Breach of Charity. To which we Anſwer : 
That tis a Fundamental Law of Mama Religion, to Love, Honour, and 
Sympathizewith all Men, as partaking of the ſame Common Nature, and 
Infirmities with our ſelves ; which has been very much advancd and 
improv'd in its Perfection, by that exalted Meaſure and further En- 
forcement of it laid down in Chriſtianity, of Doing as ne wonld: be done 
H, a Rule of no leſs Compaſs and Latitude, than the whole World. 
But to ſuppoſe that Charity, the Object whereof, is far more Extenſive 
than the Church of Chriſt, is yet the peculiar and ſole Bond of Unity 
betwixt its Mem and that which ſevers and diſtinguiſhes it, 
from the reſt of the Worlds, is no leſs abſurd than to aftrm; that 
the Parts of Chri/t's Myſtical Body, are as _ and vitally United to 
Jews and Pagans, as to one another. Therefore tho wan” 15 the 

niverſal Cement of Unity in the whole World, yet it is not it ſelf, the ſole 
ſufficient dar of Unity to the Body of Chriſt's Church. For to make 
the Catholick Charch, and its ſeveral Parts, One Body, there is not only 
required the ſame Charity, but the ſame Faith, the ſame Hope; and be- 
ſides all this, nothing leſs than an External Viſible Communion in the 
ſame Sacraments and Prayers, and other Religious Offices, which the 
Church, by the Authority of Chriſt and his Apoſtles enjoins, can 
Perfectly Unite Chriſtians in One Viſible Body. Therefore he that Sepe- 
rates caucleſly from this Viſible External Communion with the Catholick 


Church, as the Diſſenters do from the External Commumion of our 


Church (a ſound Part of the Catholic k Church, is a SCHISM ATICK, 


let him talk never ſo much of Charity. Beſides this Suppoſition ot 


Ci arity's being the ſole Tye of Unity among Chriſhans, quite 1nvcrts 
the Order of thinzs propos'd in Scripture, in which the Unity of the 
Church is repreſented as a principal Inducememt to that Love, and 
Charity which is due from one Chriſtian to another. We being man) 
(ſays St. Paul) are one Body in CEriſt, and every one Members one of ano- 
ther, Rom. 12. 5. whence he concludes T kat we ought to be kindly affe- 
din d one tuwards another, with ny Live, to Weep with thoſe 290 

2 ef 
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Weep, and Rejoice with thoſe that Rejoice. Which Reaſoning of the Apo- 
te news, that the Fundamental Principle of Unity betwixt Chriſtiane, 
is as Antecedent to their mutual Good-Will, as the Motive of any Du- 
ty is to the Practice of it. But our Author here endeavours to juſtify 
his Schiſ-r, from a further Argument drawn from Charity, That the diver- 
fity of ws oy and Adminiſtrations proceeding from the ſame S irit, and ſound 
among/t the Diſſenters, may be of great Service and Advantage lo the whole 
Body of the Church, In Anſwer to which we muſt take the Freedom to 
tell our Conceited Author, that if St. Paul underſtood this Argument 
take from the Diverſity of Gifts and Adminiſtrations of the ſame Spirit, 
it is a very forcible Argument againſt Sckiſm as he himſelf urges it at 
large Ch. 12. 1 Cor. Where this Learned Apoſtle with noble Eloquence 
and convincing Reaſon has ſhewn, that tho' there. are Diverſuies of 
Gifts from the ſame Spirit for every Man to profit withal, yet the Deſign of 
* Gifts is not to Rend, but Unite many Members in one Body: whic 
is IIluſtrated by a lively Similitude drawn from a Natural Body, wherein 
all the Members tho' many, and endow'd with different „ 
are united by the ſame Spirit, yet all co-operate with the ſame Mind 
and preſerve a mutual Union: from whence the Apoſtle infers this 
2 Analogy, to the Church the Myſtical Body of Chriſt; That there 
ſhould. be no SCHISM in the Body, but the Members ſhould kave the fame 
Care one of another. V. 25. From whence alfo we may infer, that if 
the Diſſenters have Diverſity of Gifts from the ſame Spirit (as they Arro- 
gantly boaſt, with what Reaſon let the World Judge) theſe gifts ſhould. 
rather animate and incite them to promote the Service of God in 
preſerving the Unity of the Catholick Church of Chriſt. But thro' this 
whole Epiſtle wherein the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft are particularly enu- 
merated, We cannot find the leaſt Mention of the Gifts of Canting, 
Extemporary Prayer, of Rebellion, Sacriletge, Timeſcrong, and Occaſnal 
Communion. But theſe things for ſtoth the Diſſenters are no ways conſcious 
of, if we can believe this Author. They Wipe their Mouth (like Solo- 
mon's Strumpet) and cry, God who has the only Prerogative of Judging 
their Hearts, knows their Conſciences; and what Evil have they Tor e 
Doubtleſs Cd knows their Hearts, and Men too may make not an Unchi-/ 
ritable Gueſs at em from their apparent Attions, without the Neceſſity 
of That Glaſs by which they niſi d | poor King James'' to © look into their 
Breaſts, to diſcover the SEL F-CONSCIO USNESS f their . Occaſi- 
onal Conformiſfts: and the MUTUAL CONSCIOUSNESS of their 
Diſſenting Bretkren. But our Author will not relinquiſh this Argu- 
ment of Charity to excuſe his Schiſm, without wreſting ſeveral Paf a- 
ges of the Scripture to ſupport it. Three whereof are evident. Confu-- 
tations of what he advances, . that Sch1ſm, To much invagh'd againſt, 
by the Holy Penmen, is Uzcharicableneſ-only, and manifeſtly prove, that 
Schiſm may conſiſt as well in the Miſtakes of Chriſtians, as their Diſ- 
aftection to one another. Thoſe Words in the Epiſtle to the Remans, 
Chap. 16. Vert. 17, 18. Mark them which Canſe Diviſions and Cfences, 
contrary to the Doctrine which y:u have Learned, and avoid them For they that 
are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord FeſuslChriſt, but their cnn Pelly, and by gocd 
Words and fair. Speeches deceive the Hearts of the. Simple (which, bh the 
| | way 
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way is the moſt exact Pourtraiture of our Schiſmatical Preachers and 
their Congregations) relate to thoſe Differences betwixt Chriſtians, 
which aroſe from their Errors, grounded on the plauſible Inſinuations 
of Hereticks, and the Credulity of weak, unſtable and filly People: 
That Paſſage of St. Paul, Rom. 12. 3. Not to think of eur ſelves more 
kighly than we ought to think, bat to think ſobcrly, was doubtleſs intended 
to regulate Men's Opinions of themſelves ; Whatever Inſtance therefore 
of Schiſm it's directed againſt, it conſiſts in the irregular Acts of the 
Underſtanding : Laſtly, that Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 1 Cir. Chap. 1 


Verſ. 10. I beſeech you Bretſ ren by the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
ye ſhall feat the ſame thing, and that there be no Schiſm among you, It 


that ye be perfettly join d together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fudg+ 
1 Unity of Inclination, 


ment, is a manifeſt Recommendation, not of 
but of Doctrine, Faith, and Sentiment, and very plainly imply 
that the Guilt of Schiſm is 1ncurr'd by Heterodoxy, and not only by 


want of 3 But ſuppoſing that there was no other kind of 


Schiſm but Uncharitableneſs; how does it appear that the Diſſenters are 
not guilty of Sim? For to run over the chief Properties of Charity, 


and apply them to the Diſſenters, ſince they are ſo fond of odd-Apph- 


cation of Scripture: Are they not puſt up with their imaginary Gifts 
of the Spirit, and their greater Edification, and the Rights they dream 
of in their Toleration ? Do they not envy the Church her Dignitics 
and Offices, deſire to ſee her ſtript of theſe Eye-ſores, (as they call em) 
and to make her naked by a Reſormation of her Lands and Revenues 
into their Pockets, and do ithey not rather than loſe. the Enjoyment 
of em, even turn Apoſtates to their own Principles to gain 'em ? 
Do they not | behave then ſelves unſeemly in God's Worthip ? Are 
they not eaſily provok'd by the Occaſional Bill, and every thing that 
ſeems to reſtrain, an unbounded Liberty. of Thinking, Speaking and 
Acting as they will.? They are apt indeed to hope any thing, and le- 
lieve every thing but what the Church enjoins, but are ſo far from 
being willing to bear, or endure all things, that they cry out A 45 
tion or Murder, if they are not only Truſted, . but Preferr'd. 


t is 


true in this they ſeek not their Own, but the Rights of the Church: 
They Tkink no Evil in Sedition or Regicide, but allow every thing 
aſt and Lawful, which is for their Intereſt ;, Nay they cannot ferbear - 


HINKING fo, and therefore they Repoice not in Truth, but in 


Iniquity, in Propagating Error, Sckiſm, and Jafidelity : So that We 


may conclude in the words of the Apoſtle, that they have no more 
Clarity than the Giſt of Prophecy, cr the Underſtanding of Myſteries and 


Knowledge ; and tho* they pretend to Heat nith the Tongucs and Sin- 


cerity of Saints and Angels, they are meer ſounding Braſs, and tinkling 


Syn ba's, all Noiſe, Impertinence and Emptineſs; and conſequently, upon 


their own Principles, being thus undeniably Detective in Charity, cannot 


but acknowledfe the Charge of Schiſm. Which Gn our Author's words) 


is always attended. with Proneneſs to Striſe, with Seifiſh Deſigns, with 
Pride and Iaſolen e, with a partia! Fondneſs of ſome Men, and an unrea- 
ſouable Slight and Haired of others, as it is neceſſary Effects and Conſe- 
quences. Not but that theſe Vices may be doubtleſs found wither 


Schiſm,, , 


P. 55. 
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<hiſm, but on the other Hand Schiſm is never found without them: 
So that Uncharitableneſs can't be ſaid to be the Formal Reaſon 
Schiſm 4 as if S hiſm conſiſted in _— elſe, but to be one of thoſe 
many ill Products that flow from it. For certainly Sckiſm is contra- 
Red by all Violations of Church Unity, whatſoever, by diſſolving any 
of thoſe ſacred Tyes, which are the Bands of Commumon and join 
us to Chriſt and one another, either by Renowncing that One Hope in 
which we are Al! call'd, or that One Faith which we are All oblig'd 
to profeſs, by deſpiſing and deſerting thoſe Sacraments of which 
we are all bound to partake, and the Ethcacy of which is then 
only certain, when adminiſter d by thoſe Perſons whom Chriſt has 
authoriz'd, or, Laſtly, by for/aking the Communion of the Church and 
its conſtant Aſſemblies, and by Conſequence not Glorifying God, with 
one Mind and one Mouth, as he commanded us. Since therefore all 
our Proteſtant Diſſenters demand a REFORMATION of the FAITH 
once delivered to the Saints, and have relinquiſh'd a found Part of the 
Chriſtian Church; ſince many of them contemn thoſe holy Elements, by 
partaking of which, we become One Body, or never receive them, but 
to ſerve their Worldly Intereſt, and renounce even that Baptiſm with- 
out which we cannot be Members of the Church; fince they con- 
demn that Order of Men, as Anti-C:riftian, or reje& it as ſuperflu- 
ous, without whoſe Commiſſion, when it may be had, and that in- 
nocently, none can derive a Right from Chriſt to exerciſe the Prieſtly 
Office, and adminiſter the Sacraments ; upon all theſe Accounts, the 
whole Body * the Diſſenters are Schiſmaticks from the Catholick Church. 

P. 54. Yet our ſagacious Author, out of his great Skill and deep Learn- 
ing in Aztiquity and Chronology, is pleas'd to oblige the World with a 
very ſurpritmg Diſcovery, that this Notion of Schiſm is altogether a New 
N tion, 1nvented very lately, within theſe 15 or 16 Hundred Years 
the Ancient Fatkers, and the Modern Divines, But whether the ſound 
Part of the Catholick Church, Ancient and Modern, have not agreed in 
this Notion of Schiſm, which we have laid down as deducible from 
Scripture, conſonant to the Apoſtolical Doctrine and Declaration of 
the Church, becauſe we would not trouble the Reader with a tedi- 
ous Repetition of what has been ſo often and fully ſtated in other 
Writers, we ſhall refer him to that Learned, Aon and Elaborate 
Treatiſe of Dr. Maurice againſt Baxter and C 
dication of the Primitive Church, wherein the Point of Congregational Epiſ- 
copacy 18 moſt inconſtably diſprov'd. But to convince our Author, 
that he as well underſtands his own, as that excellent Writer's Argu- 
ments, may it not be here ſeaſonably remark'd, that even upon what 


he himſelf advanccs, the Diflenters are Guilty of Schiſmr, in a Severation 


rom a Lawful Biſhop, that ts Guilty neither of Hereſy, Apoſtacy, or Im moralit 

9 this abſurd Poſition, T hat 25 4 's 2 Paſtor of one 2 
gr:gation..) From whence a very ſtrange Argument is drawn, to prove 
the Diſſenters not Guilty of Schiſm, becauſe they did not Deſert their 
Paſtors Ejefted in 62, proved Guilty, both by the Laws of GOD and 
Man, of Hereſy, Apeſfacy, and the moſt ſcandalous Inmoralicsg. That 


arkſon, intituled a Vin- 
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is, in ain . they were not Schiſmaticks, becauſe they continued to 


be Schiſmaticks, and do (ul * in their Schiſm, by Deſerting 
their Lanſul Parockial Paſtor. t 

Kind of Occaſional Conformity Our Author can, to ſerve a Turn, De- 
2 a Biſh p into a Presbyter ; and for another, Exalt a Meer Preſ- 


ter into the Charafter of a Biſhop, which can Occaſionally Loſc its 


Olious Anti-chriſhtan Malignity upon the additional advantage of a 
Thouſand Pounds per Aunůum But no wonder he thus confounds Orders, 
who ſo often conſounds himſelf. 


P. 55. Let our Author is reſolv'd, having Confutcd the. Ancient © 


Fathers, in their Novel Notions, without Quoting one of them, to be- 


{tow an equal Share of his Learned Civility on our Modern Eng iſh - 


Divines, whoſe Divinity he is pleas'd to Cenſure, as being any thing 
elſe beſides Scripture. He repreſents em, P. 56. as ſetting np 4 Theols- 
gical Scare-crowwn their Definition of Schiſm, That it is an Unneceſſary 
Seperation from a Lawful Eſtabliſh'd Church. They have indeed Unani- 
mouſly Determin d this to be a great and ſignal n of Sckiſm, 
that the Diſſenters ſtand Chatgeable with it, on a 

who cauſeleſiy Separate from a Church, that is aon d by them a True 
Church, and which is alſo Eftabliſh'd by the Laws of their Country. 
But certainly no Man, that is not equally a Stranger, both to thar 
Writings and the Truth, could affirm, that the Generality of the 


Engliſh Divines think the Eſtabliſhment of a Church, neceſſary to make 


Separation from it, 4 Schiſm For they all Unanimouſly hold. (what 


we obſerv'd before) that if Pretbytery, Independency, . Quakeriſm, or any 
other Sect of our Proteſtant Diſſenters, enjoy 4 ite ſame Favour 


and Protection that our Laws 850 the Church, yet that all Separa- 
tiſts from our Church, would be as Truly Guilty of Schiſm, as they 

are now, tho' not of Schiſm under the fame Aggravations, But ſup- 

Fung our Author had fairly repreſented their Opinion, let us ſee 
0 


how well he has confuted it: Becauſe St. Paul ſtiles the Contention of the 
Corinthians, wko did nit forſale their Aſſembling themſelves together, Schiſm, ur 
Author therefore denies, that a much greater Breach between Chriſtians 


is a Schiſin, according to: the Scripture Notion of it. Had this ſhallom 
Reaſener underſtood, but the moſt, commun Rules nd Maxim of Logick, 


it is impoſſible he ſhould have Argued thus Ridiculo y, and drawn 
ſuch a Concluſion, that ſo evidently contradicts em, and can't but 
ſhock a Man's , Underſtanding at the firſt Propoſal. To turn it in an 


Inſtance which he is well acquainted with, and to ſhew him the 
Conſequence : Becauſe Taking Arms againſt the King's Perſon, and 
Impriſoning him was, Sin, therefore Depoſing and Murdering him was 
no Sin at all. It is hard to fay, which is a greater Offence againſt 
Reaſon , theſe Mens Practices, or the Arguments they. Defend them 
by. Our Author to ſhew , that the Diſſenters are not included 
in this Definition of Siſi, attempts to prove, That Separation, 
when not reſtrain'd to an wnneceſſary Separation from a Lanful Eſta- 
| bliſh'd Church , does not include the Schiſm of aur Separatiſts that no 
general Sence of that Word can be aſſign'd, whereby many conſtant Members 
ef or Church, may not be provid equally Schiſmaticks, as nell as they. 


This - 


let us by the way obſerve this new 


ouble account, 


© 


— — —__  —_— = — " 


before diſprov d) it Would not therefore j 
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This is a way of arguing, juſt as concltiſive, as if to diſprove the 


ordinary Definition of a Square, we ſhould ſay, that its entire Notion 
is not comprehended in the general Idea of Figure; and that no uni- 
der ſal Senſe of that: Word can be aſſign'd, in which it does not equally 
agree to a Square or -a Triangle. But to examine our Author a little 


in his Logiel, does any part of a juſt and adequate Definition expreſs 


the whole Nature of the Thing Defined? Are not Terms us'd in all 
ſuch Definitions, to ſignify, as well in what the Definitum agrees with, 
as in What it differs from other things? They who deſcribe Schiſm' to be 
a Separation from a Lamſul Eſtabliſh d Garch, don't (as our Author argues) 
conceive it to be a bare Separation, but Separation, with ſeveral addi- 
tional Ideas annext to it. None therefore can, in Conſequence of this 
Definition, be accus'd of Schiſm, for ſome Differences between em 
in the Modes and Circumſtances of their Worthip, and the juriſdicti- 
on they are under, which are either allow'd or enjoin'd by the Eawes 
of their Country, ſuch as are all Differences between'*Conformilts 
here entimerated U Z 7-7 =. 00% OR 
P. 57. Our Authors only Proof, that the Separation of the Diſſenters 
is not unneceſſary, amounting only to this, that they don't. THINK 
it to be {o, (the general Argument of this empty Treatiſe) can be of 
no Force with any Man, who drowns their Zrfallibility. A mneedleſs 
thing no. more becomes neceſſary, than a ſinful one, becauſe ſome Men 
think it ſo; becauſe they are under no Neceſſity of being miſtaken ; 
for ſuch a right Application of their Faculties, as they are öblig'd to, 
had prevented, and would have inſtantly remov'd their Error: But 
this Matter has been fully ſtated before, and we ſhall not follow this 
Writers Example, in nauſeating our Reader with impertinent Tau- 
tologies. hoes | | _ 
P. 58. Our Author's next Exception againſt the foreſaid Account 
of Schiſm, is, that it is 4 Contradiction to it ſelf, which he undertakes to 
prove, becauſe there may be a Separation from a Lawful Church, for the 
ſake of better NN: which is not Sc/iſm. Whereby if he ſhews 
any thing beſides his own Confidence, it is at the moſt, that this De- 
finition of Schiſm is contrary to that Aſertion, and therefore Falſe, up- 
on Suppoſition that it is true; but not that it is a Contradiction to it 
ſelf. This can appear only by ſhewing, that the Terms of it deſtr 
each other, and the impoſſibility that the ſame Church, ſhould be 
Lamful, . and cauſeleſiy Separated from. But was better Edifica- 


* 


tion a ſufficient Rule for ſeparating from a F urch (which we have 
uſtify Separation from a Lan- 
ful Eſtabliſpd Church: nor, conſequently vindicate our Separatiſts from 
the Charge of Schiſm, according to the Definition before. Our Au- 
thor's Method of Invalidating this, is by ſhewing, that the ſeveral 
Parts of it, taken 4 ſunder, don't explain the Nature of the whole 
thing define J. Before he told us, that Separation may not be Schi ſur, 
here he ſays, that Separation from a Lawful Church yay not be Schiſm ; 
in the next Paragraph he tells us, that Separation For an Eſtabliſh'd 
Church may not be Schiſm, from whence he infers, that Sehiſm does not . 
kit in Separation from a Lanful Eſtabliſh'd Church. 0 1 
his 
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This Fallacy is ſo palpably Groſs, that it is impoſſible it ſhould paſs, even 
on the prejudiced and benighted Underſtanding of a Diſſenter. By Parity 
of Realon we may argue, that a. Figure may not be a Square, that Quadri- 


lateral, Æquilateral, and Æquiangular Figures, ſeverally taken, may not be 


Squares; and thence gather, that Figure, with all theſe Properties in Con- 
junction pris pot che Adequate Notion of a Square, and by the fame So- 
hiſticall. Reaſoning, overturn all the Definitions in the World: Which 
bang Enumerations of the Simple Idea s, contain d in the Complex Notion of 
the Thing Definu, uus plainly can never be fully deicribid:by leis than all 
the Parts of it taken together, ſince leſs than all theſe united don't make up 
the whale, Neher Willa tegter Ediſication be found a+ Reaſon: of any 
Weight; o juſtime this Schiſim fm a Lawful Church : For as the Edifichtion 
reters to the whole Myſtical Boay of Chriſt, conſider du Apettalical. 
Analogy of God. Building, fo it can be no more ꝓto Diviſions a- 
mong is Members, than an Houſe can be erected, by ſſcatteritg its. Mate- 
rials, or ſtrengthen d by being pull'd in Pieces. And: as it denates the 
Spiritual Improvement of Particular Chriſtians, that gan as little be advanc d, 
by deſerting any found Part of the Catholick Church, ſince that can never 
advance their Growth in Holineſs, Which is forbid in Scripture, as de- 
ſtructiqe of their Spichual Liſe. hella th Ae 
P. 58. F. 3. But our Author ſays, that the Word Eſtabliſb d, is ſuper- 
fluous in tliis Definition of Schiſm, and mabesait redundant: By an Eſta- 
bliſhd Church, is meant a Church, to which the Laws of any particular 
Nation requite Conformity, whether cheſe Laws give any (Privilege to 
its Members, ox not : And rho' fuch Eſtabliſomene des not infallibly ar- 
gue the Good Conſtitution of any Church, yewahar: being preſuppos d, it lays 
an Additianal Obligation on; Men to Communicate with it; and makes Se- 
paration from ir, which before was criminal, become more exceedingly. ſinful. 
The Authority of the Magiſtrate and Church, o make Laws about Spiri- 
rual Matters, being here only deny'd, in bold and precarious Aſſertions 
(our Author's only Arguments) we refer the Reader to what is already ſaid 
os cha Sheer i 5 nod ehen „ en 
P. 59! The Engliſa Divines, as we before obſerv'd, don't hold All Schiſm 
to be a Separation from a Lawful.Eſtabliſh'd Church; but only, that all Sepa- 
ration uch a Church, is Schiſmm. They indeed derive Men's Obliga- 
tion co Commumnitate with the Chureh of Englanll, as well from the Divine 
Law, which equally binds in all, States of it, as Humane : So that this 
Writer is very Inconſiſtent with their Notions of Schiſm, in aſſerting, that 
Men might be Guilt of it; in chennore Primitive Ages of Chrijtianity, before 
a part f the Church wat ſ much ds Tolerated by tbe Magiſtrate. But our 
Awmh@ rhinks he has carry d his Point, in confidently affirming, that this 
Change of Schißn 1ianientirefy talen off by the A of Toleratieng which has di- 
fpens'd'with the Peha! Laws; and made the Diſſenters as, much Eſiabliſh'd, as 
the Church of England. Certainly, no two things in che World can be ſepa- 
rated by clearer Marks of Diſtinction, than thoſe which are here ſo groſsly 
confounded, Toleration, and Eſtabliſhment. The Magiſtrate may indeed 
diſpenſe. with the Penalty due to Diſobedience, but that Diſpeyſaticn. is ſo 
far from taking away, that it does not ſo much as alter, rhe Nature of Schiſm, 
rchich no (Eſtabliſhment, no Privileges, or Immunities Whatſcever, can 
R | ; G ; Legiti- 
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Legitimate. But, does our Author believe, that the Act of Toleration has 
Repeal'd or Abrogated the Act of Uniformity ? This Matter has been ſo 
fully and clearly ſettled by the ingenious Mr. Norris, in His Charge of Schiſm 
continued, that it admits not of any-further Diſpute, or Reply. But here 
let us obſerve, what an unexpected Uſe the Diſſenters of their To- 
leratien, or indecd any Favour, which they always N — 
not only beyond the Grant, but to the utmoſt Prejudice and Piſadvanta 
of their Benefactors: For certainly nothing, but the moſt aftoniſhing Inlo- 
lence in the World, cou'd induce any Man ta maintain ſo bold and pre- 
tumptuous an Aſſertion as this of our Author's, That the Churches of the 
Diſſenters are & much ESTABLISH'D by the A of Toleration, as the 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND ꝙ the Ad of Uniformity, The next 
RIGHT will claim, vill be the Eſtates and Revenues of the Qhurch, 
which they will mand as an equal Property and Endowment of their Con- 
venticles. Are theſe the Godly Trumpeters againſt Ufinpation, Impoſitions 
and Enerogthmeits 2 Does their Chriſtian Liberty authorize them to ſeize 
the Legal Privileges of the Church? Let em Cant as long as they can find 
Fools enongh to believe em, yer this will be found infatlibly true, that the 
quiet Enjoyment of their Opinions under the Protection of the Government, 
will not ſatisfy their craving and ſwallowing Conſciences, without a power. 
ful Compe:irion with, if not a Superiority over the Eftablifh'd Church. . Do 
not theſe overbearing Malecoments bid their Legiſlators Defiance, and, in 
plain Terms, tell em they fand upon as good a.:Foundation as themfelves 2 
When a Faction thus dares to diſpute it with their Superiozs, it is high time 
for them to look about them ; to prevent Their on ſtanding in neet of thas 
Toleratiou, they have grunted to rs. 6 
H. 60. By this time, I hope the Weakneſs of our Author's) Reaſoning is 
fafficiently underſtood, -that he 'falſty aſeribes the Definition he has given 
of Schiſm to the Exg/ifb Divines, and that ſuppoſing ir true, it is however 
applicable to the Diſſenters, that their Separation is, even in their own 
Opinion, umeceſſary, and allowing, that tho Schiſin is not contain d in the 
general Idea of Separation, and that Separation from a Lawful, or from an 
Eftabliſh'd Church, were not Schiſm, yet that all Separatien froma Church, 
both Lawful and Efablifh'd, is always a Schimm . 
P. 60, $2. But our Author, finding that none of all theſe Reaſons will 
dear the Weight he would lay upon them, has one laſt Rewear to ſecure 
the Diſſenters from this unavoidable Charge of Sehiſm : and that is, the 
r Aſſiſtance of this filly Diſtinction, by which he thinks his Ady 
rgument, not only pur by, but retorted upon him, Ha chey are the $ 
ratiſts who force em to feparate, by their unlawful Impeſirions, that they don't 
exclude themfelves, but are excluded by the Church. To which we Reply, 
that as to the Matter of Impoſitions, it is _— anfwer'd. And it may 
be ſufficient here to add, that they who ſeparate from a Lawfwl Eftabliſh'd 
Church, rhro* an erroneous Belief that Conformity to it is ſinful, deprive 
themſelves of the Benefit of its Communion : did they bur impartially con- 
fider the Terms upon which they might enjoy it, they cou'd nor bu: diſcern 
the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of them. Such therefore are not excluded 
from the Communion of their Brethren, by their Governor 7, But by their 
ewa yolynary Prejudices, and fantaſtical Obſtinacy, they are fo far . 
| DENY. 
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deing driven from it, that they as properly deſert it, as Apeſtates the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, who renounce the Faith for the ſake of ſome Articles, 
which our Saviour obliges em to profeſs, and to which they will not recon- 
eile their Reaſon. Our Author is pleas d here to make uſe of an Inſtance to 
illuſtrate his talte Argument, about Fixing anneceſſary Rules in Converſation, 
which he ſays he * as much averſe to, as impeſing any Rules to be obſerv'd- in 
Divine Worſhip, and wou'd have both left at large, to the moſt diſſolute 
Latitude and profligate Licentiouſneſs. Shou'd a Man place Relig ien or 
Prudence in Singularity and Moraſeneſ, in deteſting the math conumon and 
innocent Decencies, and acting in Defiance of Cuſtom, I might, without | 
the groſs Imputation of a Mad-man, fix ſuch Kules of Converſation, to | 
which this Author wou'd not ſubmit. But wou'd not he deſerve that odi- - \ 
ous Character, who thus, without the leaſt Pretence of Reaſon, denounc'd ' 
'Waragainſt all Mankind and their Manners ? 7 

P. 61. But, to ſhut up this Argument againſt Schy/on, this Author pro- 
poſos a very Important Queft ion, which ought, by no means, to be paſs'd by 
withoht an Anſwer; namely, From what Church in England they eſteem Sepa- 

ration to be Schi in, who define it to be a Separation from a: Lamful Eftabliſh's 
Church, ? Which very nice and profound Difficulty we ſhall ſolve with ano- 
ther as:intricate a Queſtion. Is there any other Church ef England, but that 
which our Laws have eſtabliſu d, and require Conformity to? or can our 
Author be io weak as to imagine, that the Facobites and Nen-jurors think, 
that thoſe Laws enjoin Communion with their ſeparate Aſſemblies? But the 
Non jurors are here fetch d in by head and ſnoul ders, not ſo much from any 
Offence to the Government as to the Diſſenters; becauſe ſome of their 
learned Writers have appear d, with ſo much Reaſon, Strength, and enen 
cious Eloquence in this Controverſy againſt Occaſſonal Conformity. Cer- 
tainly Truth and Argument are the ſame, and are no leſs valuable, let them 
come from what Quarter they will; but more fully to anſwer this Obje- 
tion, we deſire our Author to remember what he ſays in the laſt page of his p. 70. 
Book, Thar he ought induſtriouſly to have avoided mixing Perſonal Matters with 
bis Diſpute, it being of no importance who writes, but what s written. And 
certainly it can never be thought any more a Prejudice to the Church of Eng- 
land, that the Non-jurors ſhould have ſhewn an hearty and zealous Concern 
for irs Eſtabliſhment, in confuring a Practice, which viſibly endanger'd it; 
than it can be ſuppos'd for the Advantage of the Difſenters, that Dei ſti, 
Atheiſts and Socinians have appear'd in the Defence of Occaſonał Confor- 
mity; whoſe profeſsd Hatred to all True Religion, maſt donbtleſs be al- 
ways more offenſive to all good Chriſtians, than the Others Unfortunate 
Non-compliance with the Government. 

Thus we have prov'd the Charge of Schiſm on the Diſſenters, according to 
what Netion ſoever it # laid, whether of the Scriptures, abe Fathers, or the M. 
derm Diwhnes, And we need only refer the Reader tothe Remarks on the Au- 
thor s Dedication to the Queen, to ſhew, that the Diſſenters cannot (as this 
Writer affirms) lay claim to the Character of Good Subjects, any more than 
they can to that of being Good Churchmen, and chat, as their Sohiſm has more 
than once led em into Rebellion, ſo it may do again, when they have that 

unlimited Toleration they plead for, or are not reſtrain d by ſuch a neceſſary 
Law, as this Bill againſt Occaſional * Theſe Separatiſts muſt de- 
— 5 


ſerve 


/ 
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ſerve as ill from the State, as they do ſrom the Church, who dare defend 
their Schiſm by ſuch Arguments, as will equally ſerve to juſtify Rebellion, 
by extending Chriſtian Liberty ſo far, as to deprive the Magiſtratèe of all Ci- 
vil, as well as Eccleſiaſtical Authority, all Right to command Mer Obedi- 
ence in any caſe, which God has not expreſly required it in. Sueh a Plea 
for their. Separation as this, is deſtructive of all Sovereignty, or Supremaq, 
with Relation either io our Laws, or Canons; and is, in the laſt Reſult of i, \ 
coincident with the IJ rairerous Principles of thoſe Puritanical Rebels the 
Fifth-Menarchy-Men; Nor are they leſs diſpos'd to Sedition, who found | 
their Claim to Toleration upon ſuch an inſolent Maxim as this, that Subjects ; 


: Obedience is only due to the Laws, when they —_ to command, not folely ſuſta, | 
P. 27. but Utilia, that is, what he THINKS expedient to be done, as well as what 
he may lawfully do. But, ſuppoſing that Sehiſmaticks, as ſuch, may be inno- 
cent Members of the State, yer can thoſe ever be call'd ſo, who profeſs and 


propaꝑate theſe mutinous Opinions, and found their Claim to a Toleration 

upon what cannot but render em dangerous to be tolerated ? If ſevere Pe- 

nalties are due to thoſe Subjects who acknowledge a Foreign Power (thoꝰ that ' 
Acknowledgment may proceed from the almoſt irreſiſtible Force of Prejudice 0 
and Education) Aoubtleſs thoſe who diſown all Power whatſoever in the State, | 
oughtnor to be intitled to its Places of Honour and Profit, Encouragements j 
| only due to the beſt, and not to the worſt of Subjects, if they can be intitl'd ; 


fofmuch as to the Name of a Subject, who are ever inclinable to rebel. : 
P. 62. Having thus confuted our Author's Pleas, 1ſt, For the Diſſenteys ; 
ſtated Diſſent from the Church, 2ly, For their Occafional Conformiay to it. 5 


3ty,” For the Right they pretend to an abſolute Tolexation. We come in the laft 
Nlace ro'confider, How far it is the Intereſt of the Government to grant them 
th Unlimed Indulgence. What has been already ſaid, abundantly proves, 
that to grant the Diſſenters, that Un/imited Toleration which they claim, is 
againſt the Hutereſt of the Government, if, as our Author here allows, the Ducy 
' "and Intereſt fit mutually ſuppoſe and infer each other. This Writer is pleas'd, 
out of his uſual good Manners, in very magiſterial Terms, to tell Her Ma- 
jeſy, that iteis her Duty to give them this. Toleration, a very ſawcy way of 
| asking ſo mighty/a Favour, eſpecially confidering how ill-qualify'd his Facti- 
N on is to talk of their Princes Duty, who ſcarce ever remember'd their own 2 
Our Author had laid it before down, as their Grand Maxim, that Governours, 
ch commanding what God ba not enjoin d, entrench = the Legiſlative Power of 
our Saoibur aby which, as they have rendred all dience to Government, 
Precarious, as being founded upon Uſurpation, does ir not highly concern 
the Legiſlature to tie up ſuch Men, ho aſſert; this Univerſal Liberty from 
their Power, by ſome particular Law, that may reſtrain this wild Rebellious 
Licentiouſneſs, which they impiouſly pretend ro eſtabliſh upon rhe Scri- 
pture, in Oppòſition to all Civil Injunctions ꝰ But they tell Her Majeſty chat 
the enacting any ſuch Law is to wealen the Government, by diſcouraging, and 
[difobliging Sober, Induſtrious, Wealthy and Frugal Men, and would deprive the 
Nation of: their Service in all-publick Emplments in the Camp, Fleet, and Se- 
nate. In anſwer to which we may remember, that this very Author, in his 
p. 8. Dedication to the Queen, in the name of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, told Her, 
that publickh Diſaſters are their. greateſt Security, and public Mercies their 
greateſt Dangers :\ and can. She expect any faithful Aſſiſtance from _ Men's 
ü | TCourage 
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Courage in our Fleets and Armies, or their Policy in ctivil Employments, or 
their Wiſdom iu Parliament? if they are true to their ſuppes'd Intereſt (and 
the World could never yet accuſe them of the contrary) their unanimous En- 
deavours mult be, to prolong tlie preſent bloody and expenſive War. Their 
ſerious, tho groundlels Pertwaſion, that a ſpeedy and proſperous Conclu- 
ſion of it, would be followed by the Ruine of their Party, muſt determine 
thoſe, who have always ſhewn ſuch a reſtleſs and bitter Zeal in the Supporr 
of it, to check and retard, as they have Opportunity, the Succeſs of our 
Arms, and * the Nation oft with Sieges inſtead of Viftories, to ſtarve the 


gloriou; Cauſe we are engag d in, with niggardly Supplies, and to intercept and 


miſapply as much, even of theſe, as they can. And if we are to gueſs What 
turther Advantages the Kingdom will receive from theſe Men, by what it 
has gain'd already; how ſerviceable they have been to it, by their Mealth 
and Frugality, by their Loans and Informations, by their prudent Dijcharge of 
their Commiſſions of the Taxes and the Peace, and in the Bench of Aldermen, 
Common=Council-men and Aſſiſtants, let the Deficiences of the Funds, the Heauy 
Debts of the Naticn, the Animeſities and Quarrels they have rais'd throughout 
it, in all Elections, and the unhappy Miſcarriages in the late Reign, be as 
convincing, as they are deplorable Inſtances. And whether rhe unlimired 


Indulgence of ſuch Catilines in the State, that are for ever projecting its 


Ruin, be not tlie moſt effectual way, not only to ſap its Strength, but over- 
turn its very Foundation, and whether the Safety of the Publick does nor 


abſolutely require to have em caſhier'd out of all its Offices and Employ- 


ments, we appeal to the Experience of former times to determine, and the 
common Nel of Mankind to judge. But if this will not convince the 
Nation of the great Necetlity of the Occaſional Bill, theſe Men are reſolv'd 
to give us a Reaſon that ſhall either open our Eyes, or ſhur them for ever. 
For, P. 63. our Author ſpeaks out the Senſe of his whole Party in plain 
Terms, telling Her Majefty, That if this Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, it would 


fir tempt em to be diſcontented and uneaſy, and then to ſpread theſe Diſcontents - 
among their Fellow-Citizens, in the next place to betray us to mag r by re- 


vealing the Counſels of the Government, and retarding its Buſineſs, till at la#t 
they combine together, enter into CONSPIRACIES, and don't Stop at 
OPEN INSURRECTIONS. Let the moſt. prejudic'd Reader 
judge, by the Character here drawn, by this Author himſelf, of the Diſſen- 
ters, how much they diſown the Principles and Practices of their Forefathers, 
But he adds, That paſſing the Occaſional Bill will deftroy the Balance betwixt 
the ſeveral Parties in England, break in upon the Prerogative, and ruine the 
Conftitution it ſelf. Now what can be the Author's Deſign in all this, but 
plainly to endeavour to intimidate the QUEEN and PARLIAMEN T, 
To acquaint them, that the Diſſenters, unleſs their inſolent and urcaſonable 
Demands be comply d with, are already prepar'd and reſolv'd to undertake and 
execute the moſt flagrant and abominable Crimes, to reveal the moſt impor- 
tant Secrets of State to our Enemies, to ailift, by Privy Conſpiraciet, or Open 


p. 
the D 
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REBELLION, that exorbitant Power, we have labour 'd, at the Expence of ſo 


much Blood and Money, to reduce. Was there ever any Government in the 


World thus impudently huff d and bulh d to its Face, or that wou d 75 up 
Ven- 


fuch provoking Affronts and Reproaches without Reſentment, and ju -N 
geance ? If theſe Menaces have thei defigned Influence upon our Seuereigp 
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and Senate, the Balance betwixt the ſeveral Parties in Eng)and is afvuelly de- 
ſtroy'd. They whole Loyal Principles will never her em to make ſuch 
Jeditions &pplications to their Legiſlators, will be tound een inſlav'd to rhote, 
Whole Rebelhous Dilpofitzons will as conſtant y prouyt em to do it, as they 
have any Lurn to be lerv'd or Plot to be brought forth: Ihe Succels of theſe 
Threats in obſtructing the Occaſional Bil, will ever cmbolden them to dictate 
thus infolentiy to our Parliament, upon the Freedcon of whote Debates, the 
making goc« and juſt Laws depends, and the whole Safety of that Kingdom, 
which thele Turbulent Schiſmaticks promite to betray : Prerogative and Li- 
berry muſt give way to this Rampant, Over-grown Fatlien, whole arbitrary 
dilcontented Phrenzy mutt controul, not oply the Sovereign Power, bur 
that of the whole Legiſlature. But for fear theſe Inconvemencies, which 
they pretend would follow the Paſſmg the Bill ac Hime, ſhould not prove 
true, we are to be terrify'd with the Misfortuncs chat it might produce 
in Our Affairs abread, that it will diſoblige the Scorch, Dutch, and the reft 
of our Confederare Allies. But on the contrary, is it not certain that it 


cannot give cannot give the leaſt Offence to the Scorch Presbyrerians ? For it 


only reſtrains a Practice which they moſt abhor, who not only dereſt Occa- 
fimal, but Conftant Communien with an Epiſcopal Church. Neither can ir 
be ſuprosd to weaken the Confidence which our Proteftant Allies repoſe in 
us, becaute tis only putting a Law in execution, which ſeveral of them 
Atriftly oblerve ; nor wer'd it deprive our Diflenters of any Advantages, 
which Telerated Proteſtants in other Dominions enjoy, without being admit- 
red ro Offices of Stare, neither wou'd it expoſe them to any ſnch Penalties 
as our Reman Catholicks ſuffer, and therefore could beget no Jealouſics in 
our Pop:ſh Confederates, who muſt be content to ſee the Enemies of our Re- 
ligion, as well as thoſe of their Perſwaſion, equally excluded the Govern- 
ment. Bur, by the way, I wou'd ask our Author a Queſtion, What Fo- 
reion States and Kingdoms have to do with our enacting Laws, relating only 
to our own Nation? Did the Treaty of Partition oblige us ro conſult their 
Approbation and Conſent, in ſecuring our Church and Efabliſhment > Or 
are we fil to be goyern'd by Hreign Funto's, and Cabals of Fanaticks har- 
bour'd in Republicks ? 
P. 64. $.1. But our Author ſtill urges, that if the Occaſional Bill ſhould 
aſi, the Church weuld be ruin'd, by weakning the State, whereon it depends. 
Bur is there the leaſt Shadow of Truth in this Pretence Þ If the Bill paſs 
into a Law, by the Intereſt of the Church England, would not the Civil 
Power be plac'd in their Hands, who alone will uſe it for her Support? A 
Practice would be diſcontinued, which is the moſt odious Reproach to rhe 
Proteſtant Religion in the World; and affords ſuch juſt Matter of Offence, 
not only to all good Chriſtians, but ro Papiſts and Infidels, and has been fo 
great a Means of augmenting their Number. By this, the Reputation our 
Church has ſo juſtly Abroad, for her ſingular Veracity and Temper, would 
be very much Eftabliſh'd, as concurring in a Law, which all the Moderate 
Reform'd Churches Practice. | 
S. 2. Ibid. Our Author's laſt Argument, for ſuppreſſing the Occafional Bil, 
55, its Unſeaſonableneſs at preſent, from the Danger that we lye under of a potent 


Enemy Abroad, and the Neceſſity of an Unanimity, Secrecy, and Vigour in our 


Counſels and Enterprizes at Home, Now if our preſent Danger is from a fo- 
" reign 
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reign Enemy, whoſe Counſels are more Unanimous and Seeret, and his 
Enterprizes more Vigorous than Ours, that is doubtleſs an invincible Rea- 
lon, tot the immediate Pathing this Bill: Since no Unanimity in our Coun— 
cils can be expected, whiltt compos'd of Men of Opputite Opinions and. 
Intereits; no Privacy, whilſt ſuch are admitted to chem, who had rather 
reveal, if they can ruin the Beſt-laid-Deſizns, than the Reputation of its 
Succeſ, ſhould be gi ro this or that particular Miniſter, Commander, or 
Admiral: Neither can we hope for any vigorous Execution of our Policies, 
whilſt it is committed to ſuch as are more diſposd ro thwart and fruſtrate 
each other, than to reſiſt the Cemmon Enemy, The Occaſional Bill therefore 
chat places the Adminiſtration in the Hands of One Unanimous Sert of Men, 
can never be more SEASONABLY propos'd than in the preſent Jun- 
cture. The Paſing it after our great late Succeſs (which has fo ſtrangely 
alter d the whole Affairs of Europe, and reduc'd the dangerous Power of 
Frænce) wou'd either produce a Gloriems Peace, or enable us to improve the 
Ad vuntages we have obtain d over our Enemies, with the utmoſt Sreadinets 


and Vigour 


to turn his Style, and for once beſtow a Cemplement on our Church (Which 
before he omitted no Opportunity of loading with the moſt bitter Scandal 
and Reproach) and this 1s indeed ſo awhwardly manag'd, that it diſcovers, 
as much the Want of Sinceity in the Propoſal, as of its Force in the Conclu- 


ſion. He tells us, our Church wou'd receive a ſtrange imaginary Advantage, 


in calling in the Aid of the Diſſenters againſt Atheiſts, Deiſts and Socinians, 
i ſhe 'wou'd not contend for ths Bill : Truly we are wonderfully oblig'd ro 
our Author forrhis'Favour, by ſaying, that hi Controverſh n ſtill depending, 
he ſuppoſes, that for want of the Diffeuters Aſſiſtance, the Church has not yer 
gain d any conſiderable Advantages over them in the Diſpute; and that her 
Sons, after their long Conteſts with theſe Infidels, have not given a decifive 
Blow to their Cauſe; and that unleſs we can ſecure our Commen Religicn 
againſt their Attempts, by joining the Diffenrers for our Confederates, twill 
remain deubrful, whether thoſe are victorious, who have defended, or thefe 
who have eppor'd the Being of a God, the Authority of Scripture, and the 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. Bur ſuppoſing, (which wretched .Conde- 
ſcerfion, the Church muſt be reduc'd to the very loweſt Ebb, to ſtoop to) 


that her Aſſerters of theſe Truths ftocd in ſuch need of Aſſiſtance, yer the | 


Aid afforded her by the Diſſenters, in her laſt Controverſy betwixt her and 
the Church of Rme, fhews what powerful Succours ſhe may expect from 
them in her Diſputes with any of her Enemies. Our Quarrel with Infidels 
and Sociniam wou'd probably be at an End, was that Reformation of Faith, 
il fo much inſiſt on, compleated. Wou'd the Church 
comply with them, in this Demand, ſhe wou'd, in all l:kehhood, ſilence 
Seciniars and Deifts, not by her Arguments, but Conceſſirns. 
Thus have we 'Frac'd this Serpentine Auther, thro” all the various Folds, 


and intricate Windings of his Subtle and Sophiſtical Reaſoning; and nave, . 


we hope, Demonſtrared the Abfurdiry of the Scctariſts Stated Diſſent, and 
Occaſional Conformity, the great Guilt cf their H;pecriſy and Schiſm, the Un- 
realmablenefi of their Pretended Right . Unlimited Toleration, and the 
Taft Diſ-ſervice fuch 4 Taleratien wer d be to the Government, in Church ard 


Sate; and, ia a ward, that this whale Treatiſe is nothing but Falſhcod in 


Fact, 


ZBut that no Argument may be wanting, our Author is plcas'd 
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Fact, and Fallacy in JArgumentz If this Writer ſhall think fir ro Reply, 
With any more 16!erable Sence, Sincerity or Reaton, he ſhall nor fail to 


find rhe fame juſt Animadverſion, as we have given him already in this 


Diſcourle. : 1 nb 
In the mean time, if the Church ſhou'd have this Misfortune, that the 


Paſſirg the Occaſional Bill, (hou'd, in Defiance of all Demonſtration: to the 


contrary, be thought ſtill Vſeaſcnable, we cannot, but with the greateſt 
Concern tor C/i/tianity in General, and the Honour aud Safety of our 
Church in particular, earneſtly Entreat hee Few of Her Sous, Who have 
been lo jar ed, or terrify'd, as to admic any Schiſmatical Diſſanters Oc- 
caſionrly to Join with us, in the Bleſſed Euchariſt, to call to mind that 
Excellent Canen of our Church, which they are Bound and Sworn to, Obey, 
And we humbly hope, that whatever may be rhe Succeſs of the Bill, on its 
Repropeſal, that thoſe Biſhops, who, in Their Political Capacities. as Legiſla- 
tore, cou d not conceive it Seaſcnable, to give a Suffrage for -That Bill, 
will at .eaſt, in their Spiritual Function, ſtrictly Enjoin Their _Clergy, in 
this Thing of ſo vaſt Import ance to the Church, ro Obſerve, their Canonical 
Obedience Inviolablc. | be Sie tf . 7 

[ . IT — \ 
— 

Canon 37th, among the Canons made in the Year 1603. 


In the Firſt Year of King James the Firſt, 


Schiſmaticks not to be Admitted to the Communion. 


1 NO Miniſter, when he celebrarcth the Communion, ſhall wittingly 
ka Adminiſter the [ſame ro any, bur ro ſuch as Kneel, under pain of 
** Suſpenſion ; nor, under the like pain, to any that refuſe to be preſent at 
«* Publick Prayers, according to the Orders of the Church of England; nor, 
to any that are common and notorious Depravers of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and of the Orders, 
Rites, and Ceremonies therein preſcribed ;, or of any thing that is con- 
tain d in any of the Articles agreed upon in Convocation 1362. or of any 
thing contained in the Book of ordering Prieſts and Biſhops or to any 
that have ſpoken againſt, and depraved his Majeſty's Sovereign Authority 
in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical : Except every ſuch perſon ſhall firſt acknowledge 
to the Miniſter, before the Church-Wardens, his Repentance for the ſame, 
and promiſe by Word (if he cannot Write) chat he will do-ſo no more: 
* And except (if he can Write) he ſhall firſt do the ſame under his Hand- 
writing, to be deliver d to the Miniſter, and by him ſent to the,Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe, or Ordinary of the Place. Provided, that every Miniſter 70 
« repelling any (as is ſpecify'd Ather in this, or the nèxt precedent Conſti- 
tution) ſhali upon complaint, or being required by the Ordinary, ſignifie 


the cauſe thereof unto him, aud therein obey his Order and Neckien. 
FF 
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HE 13th of June, Mr. Ric 

Reporred from the Commainre 

ed to take into Conkid 

Petition of the ſeveral Þ 

ſmiths, for, and in behalf of 
and the reft of the Proteſtant Gun- Imitł 
bout the City of Dublia and Kingdom 
That they bad come to ſeveral Reſolu 
he read in his Place, and after deliver'd 
ble, where the ſame were again read; 
follow. 

Reſoly'd, That it is the Opinion of t 
tee, that tb. Petitioners have Deliver'd ij 
nance try'd and approv'd Paiterns of f 
kets. 

Reſolv'd, That it is the Opinion of xl 
tee, that the Petitioners have bought k 
for the ſaid Work. | 

To which Reſolutions the Queftion b 
ly put, the Houſe did agree Nemine C. 
with an Amendment. 

Mr. Jones Reported further, that he 
by the Committee to move the Houſe, 
dreſs may be made to her Majeſty, th. 
graciouſly pleas'd to Direct, that th 
12500 Arms not already contracted for 
in Great Britain for the Service of Irel 
in this Kingdom, 

Reſolv'd, Nemine Contradicente, Th 
do Addreſs her Majcfty, that ſhe will 
pleas'd to Direct tbat the remaining | 
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